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To all whom it may concern." 
Beit known that I, JACOB PETER SIMON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Grigs 
by's Bluff, in the county of Jefferson and 
State of Texas, have invented new and use 
ful Improvements in Fire-Escapes, of which 
the following is a specification. 
The object of this invention is to provide a 

fire-escape consisting, essentially, of a cushion 
adapted to receive and break the fall of per 
Sons jumping from a burning building, the 
said cushion being so constructed as to enable 
it to be folded to a convenient and portable 
size. 
The invention consists in a certain novel 

construction and combination of devices, 
fully set forth hereinafter in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, and specifically 
pointed out in the appended claims. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of the fire-escape embodying my im 
provements. Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the 
same on the line ac ac of Fig. 3. Fig. 3 is a 
horizontal sectional view of the device online 
y 1, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a side view of the same 
in its closed or folded position. 

Referring by letter to the drawings, A des 
ignates a pneumatic cushion, consisting of the 
top B, the bottom C, and the flexible sides D, 
adapted to be folded or extended. The bottom 
is provided at its center with the upwardly 
opening valve E, adapted to admit the air 
when the top is raised; and F F represent 
small downwardly-opening valves, which fit 
over openings G. G. in the bottom of the pneu 
matic cushion. The valves F F are provided 
With arms or handles ff, which project out 
wardly to the outer edge of the bottom, and 
they are engaged at suitable points by the 
springs H. H., which normally hold the valves 
closed. 

It will be readily seen that when a heavy 
weight is precipitated upon the top of the 
cushion the latter will be compressed, and a 
portion of the air will be expelled through 
the openings G. G. 

arranged a short distance below the bottom 
C, and a series of coiled springs, K K, are al 
ranged between the said bottoms, to aid in 
breaking or deadlening the shock caused by 
the fall of a person on the cushion. 
On the upper side of the top B is arranged 

a pad or cushion, L, filled with cotton, hair, 
or any other suitable soft material. 
The edges of the top are provided with 

rings or links M. M., which are adapted, when 
the pneumatic cushion is compressed, to be 

tom or secondary bottom. 
When the device is to be folded, the handles 

of the valves F are operated to open the valves 
and allow the free escape of the confined air. 
Having described my invention, I claim 
1. In a fire-escape, the cushion provided 

with flexible sides and having an inlet-valve 
and outlet-openings G, substantially as speci 
fief. - 

2. In a fire-escape, the pneumatic cushion 
A, having its bottom provided with an inlet 
valve and outlet-openings G, the secondary 
bottom arranged under the said cushion, and 
the springs disposed between the secondary 
bottom and the bottom of the cushion, sub stantially as specified. 

3. In a fire-escape, the combination, with 
the pneumatic cushion comprising the top B, 
provided With a pad or cushion, L, the bottom 
provided with an inlet-valve, E, and outlet 
openings G, and the flexible sides connecting 
the said top and bottom, of the rings or loops 
attached to the top and adapted to engage 
hooks at the bottom of the cushion, whereby 
it may be held in a compressed position, sub 
stantially as specified. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
presence of two Witnesses. 

JACOB PETER, SIMON. 
Witnesses: 

J. F. KLINE, 
THOS. H. LANGHAM. 

I represents a secondary bottom, which is 

engaged with suitable hooks, NN, on the bot 
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