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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES C. ARMS, OF NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN CLASPS FOR ELASTIC BANDS. .

Specification forming part of Leiters Patent No. 132,230, dated October 15,1872,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMEs C. ArRMS, of
Northampton, in the county of Hampshire,
and State of Massachusetts, have invented
certain Improvements in Clasps for Uniting
the Ends of Elastic Bands, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
_ to the accompanying drawing.

My invention consists in a novel manner of
constructing a metal clasp for uniting the ends
of elastic bands, such as are used on diaries
and pocket-books, and for garters. .

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my clasp "

applied to a band; Fig. 2, a longitudinal sec-
tion of my clasp attached to a pocket-book;
Fig. 3, a transverse section of the same; Fig.
4, a perspective view of the toothed plate or
body of the clasp; and Fig. 5, a longitudinal
section of a modified form of the clasp.

In constructing my device, I punch out of
sheet metal a flat rectangular plate, A, and
provide the same across each end with a row
of teeth, a, formed by punching the metal up
through, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4. In order
that the teeth may take a firm hold, I make
them of a pointed form and incline them in-
ward toward the middle of the plate, as shown.
In the middle of the plate, I punch up two
arins or studs, ¢, which serve as guides, so
that in applying the bands its ends may be
readily set at the middle. If the clasp is to

be secured to a diary or other objeet, I pro-;

vide the plate on its ends with lips j, which
may be inserted through the outside or cover-

_ing of the object, and clinched down on the
inside of the same, as in Figs. 2 and 3, so as
to hold the plate thereto. Having thus pro-
vided the toothed plate, I next provide a slide,
B, consisting of a plate having its two oppo-
site sides or edges, ¢, turned under, as shown,
so that it may be shoved endwise over the
plate A, with its lips ¢ engaging under the
edges of the plate, as shown in Fig. 3, so as
to hold the two together.

In applying the clasp, I hook the ends of
the bands upon the respective rows of hooks,
and then apply the slide, as shown, so as to
hold the ends of the band down securely on
the hooks, and to give the clasp a finished
-appearance by concealing the hooks and the
ends of the band from sight. When it be-
comes necessary to shorten the band, or to
detach one of the.ends for any other purpose,
it is-only necessary to push the slide back far

enough to uncover the one end so that it may
be unhooked. After the end has been prop-
erly trimmed, it is again hooked in place and
the slide pushed back over it. When the
slide is in position, the pressure of the elastic
band causes sufficient friction to hold it firmly
in place, and prevent it from being accident-
ally displaced. The middle studs or arms ¢,
in addition to serving as guides or stops, as
before mentioned, also bear against the under
side of the slide so as to prevent it from tip-
ping up, when it is pushed back to release
one end, so as to release the other. When the
clasp is designed for attachment to garters or
similar articles, which do not require it to be
fastened in place, the lips j may be dispensed
with. The construction of the plate and the
arrangement of the slide or covering may of
course be changed in some respects without
departing from the limit of my invention.
Instead of forming the teeth by punching the
metal up through, the ends of the plate may
be notched or serrated, and the points formed
thereby turned over on top of the plate, as in
Fig. 5, to form the teeth; and instead of pro-
viding the plate with the ears j, to hold it in
place, it may be provided with a central hole
to receive an eyelet or rivet for the purpose,
as shown in Fig.1. The cover or slide B may
of course be hinged or pivoted to the body or
plate instead of being arranged to slide there-
on, it being immaterial in what manner it is
held in place, provided it holds the ends of
the band down on the hooks.

The clasp constructed: on my plan consists,
it will be seen, of but two pieces of sheet
metal, which may be punched out by machine-
ry with great rapidity, and at a cost of a mere
trifle. It is strong, neat, and ornamental in
appearance, easily attached, and quickly and
readily adjusted, and having the inclined
pointed teeth, it takes a firmer and better
hold on the elastic than any heretofore made.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— :

A clasp for uniting elassic or other bands,

-consisting of a plate, A, provided with teeth

for engaging in the band, and a plate, B, ar-
ranged to slide over the same and lock the
parts together, substantially as described.
JAMES . ARMS.
Witnesses: .
W. P. ABERNETHY,
‘WM. G. MCINTYRE,




