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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A source of radiation such as a laser directs a substan 

tially monochromatic beam toward a reference surface. 
The reflected radiation is passed through an optical aper 
ture or a plurality of slits located near the source and 
received by a photomultiplier tube which has its anode 
connected to a frequency meter, the output of which is 
a function of the relative velocity between the radiation 
source and a reflecting surface. It is also contemplated that 
other wave sources of limited bandwidth yielding radio 
waves, sound or light may be used. A pair of such systems 
having their velocity axes inclined at equal angles on op 
posite sides of a vehicle may be used with a suitable com 
puter to obtain velocity and drift angle of the vehicle. 

Description of the invention 
This invention relates to velocity measuring devices in 

which a frequency characteristic proportional to the rela 
tive velocity between a body and a target is derived from 
wave radiation projected from the body to the target, 
reflected therefrom and returned to the projecting body. 
More particularly it has been discovered that when wave 
radiation, either in the sound, ultrasonic sound or in any 
of the electromagnetic radiation ranges including light, 
or radio frequencies is projected onto a target which 
acts as a scattering area, the return pattern is made up of 
discrete lobes. It is this unique pattern of reflected signal 
which is used by the present invention for deriving the 
relative velocity information. 

It is frequently desirable to measure the relative veloc 
ity between two objects without having any physical con 
tact between them. Various devices using both light and 
radio waves have been devised to accomplish this pur 
pose. However, these prior art devices are in the main 
either costly or impractical. 

Noncontact velocimeters are particularly suitable for 
vehicle of the hovercraft type or aircraft where ground 
contact is impossible. Likewise, in many instances wheeled 
or tracked vehicles which contact the ground many require 
a non-contacting velocimeter particularly when they are 
operated over terrains which are not suitable for fifth 
wheel speedometers. Additionally and aside from its 
utility in measuring the speed of vehicles, the invention 
also is particularly useful for measuring the velocity of 
materials passing a fixed point. As for example in meas 
uring the velocity of strip or web materials as in steel 
and aluminum mills and the like. 
An object of the invention is to provide a velocimeter 

for determining the relative velocity between two objects 
which are not in physical contact or where such physical 
contact as may be present does not lead to accurate veloc 
ity determination. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a friction 
less velocimeter not subject to wear and which has an 
inherent long life. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a veloc 

imeter which is accurate, reliable and trouble-free in 
operation. 
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2 
The invention contemplates a velocimeter for measur 

ing the velocity between two objects or bodies which may 
be, for example, a vehicle and the terrain over which it 
passes or a strip, web or rod of material passing a fixed 
structural support. In either event, a wave generator is 
mounted on one of the objects, say the vehicle in the one 
case or the fixed support in the other. The waves so gen 
erated are projected onto a finite area on the other body, 
i.e., the terrain or passing material. These waves are re 
flected in a random lobed pattern and a receiver fixed in 
relation to the body bearing the generating equipment 
detects the power contained in successive lobes as they 
pass a receiving aperture or apertures in the receiver 
deriving therefrom a signal whose frequency is determina 
tive of the relative velocity between the two bodies or 
objects. The finite area on which the generated waves are 
projected and from which they are backscattered will 
hereinafter be termed the illuminated area regardless of 
the wavelength or nature of these waves, i.e., whether 
they are classified generally as sound, light or radio waves. 
When the beam projected from the one body has a 

spherical wave front, that is, diverges as it is projected 
toward the target, the relative distances to individual 
scatterers located in the illuminated area vary to a slight 
extent as the illuminating beam's finite area passes over 
the scatterers. This has the effect of producing a varying 
relative phase of the reflected signals which in turn, to an 
observer located at the receiver, has the effect of making 
the lobed reflected pattern appear to rotate about the 
center of the illuminated area counter to the relative 
translation between the two bodies and by an equal 
distance. Thus in this instance the velocity with which 
the lobes pass the observer located at the receiver and 
moving with it is twice the velocity of the observer rela 
tive to the reflecting body. 
On the other hand, if the illuminating beam has a plane 

wave front achieved either by locating the transmitting 
source at infinity or more practically achieved by focus 
ing the beam, then the relative distances of all portions 
of the finite illuminated area distance from the effective 
position of the projecting source remain the same, and 
there is no relative phase change as the illuminated area 
passes over selected scatterers and the phenomenon of 
apparent lobe rotation does not occur and the lobes pass 
the observer located at the receiving aperture at the veloc 
ity of the observer with respect to the reflecting body. It 
will be apparent that whether spherical or plane wave 
front beam projection is used the results achieved are 
the same with only the scale factor being affected. Ac 
cordingly, the remaining discussion will concern itself 
only with spherical wave front projection since one skilled 
in the art can easily adapt the apparatus to plane wave 
front projection by merely recalibrating the output indi 
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cator. 
The exact nature of the invention will be more clearly 

understood from the following description considered in 
conjunction with the drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a schematic representation of one em 

bodiment of the invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a schematic representation of another 

embodiment of the invention. 
FIGURE 3 is a schematic representation of still an 

other embodiment of the invention. 
FIGURE 4 is a diagram which will be found useful 

in understanding the explanation for arriving at a de 
sirable bandwidth parameter. 
FIGURE 5 is a schematic representation of a system 

for detecting velocity and drift employing any one of the 
embodiments shown in FIGURES 1, 2 and 3; and, 
FIGURE 6 is a vector diagram useful in understanding 

the operation of the system illustrated in FIGURE 5. 
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Referring now to FIGURE 1, a laser 11 or other 
monochromatic source of electromagnetic radiation pro 
jects a beam of radiation 12 toward a reflecting surface 
13. The laser 11 is mounted on a supporting structure 
generally indicated by the dotted rectangle 14 which may 
be a vehicle in which case the reflecting surface 13 con 
stitutes the terrain over which the vehicle is traveling. 
On the other hand the reflecting surface 13 may con 
stitute a travelling band or sheet of material in which 
event the supporting structure would constitute a fixed 
support. In any event the beam 12 in impinging on the 
surface 13 over a finite area having a diameter d pro 
duces a backscattered pattern 16. The backscattered pat 
tern will be broad in extent if the reflecting surface 13 is 
non-specular and will be composed of lobes of random 
amplitude, width and spacing. For a diffuse reflecting sur 
face the details of the pattern will principally depend on 
the effective size of the radiating aperture of the laser 11, 
with the reflected lobes of the pattern having a mean 
width equal to the radiating aperture when the reflected 
lobes are measured in the immediate vicinity of the trans 
mitting aperture of the laser. 
An optimum backscattered pattern is generated when 

the illuminating source is monochromatic or nearly so. 
However, the bandwidth of the illuminating source may 
be widened with a resultant degradation of the distinct 
ness of the lobes. That is, the average peak-to-null ratio 
in the backscattered pattern tends to decrease as the band 
width of the illuminating source increases, although even 
with relatively large bandwidth sources a useful pattern 
may be produced. 

In general the desirable bandwidth may be determined 
by the following mathematical analysis. Referring to FIG 
URE 4, consider that the radiating source is located at 
the point P at altitude h radiating wave energy toward 
the surface R in a beam encompassed within the limits 
T-U. It will be apparent that the edge of the beam 
limit U has a length which exceeds that of the beam limit 
T by the length l. Consider now that the upper limit of 
the bandwidth of the signal transmitted has a frequency 
f, while the lower limit of the bandwidth has a frequency 
fa. In order to produce practical results the number of 
wavelengths in at the frequency f. contained in the differ 
ential distance l should not exceed the number of wave 
lengths n2 at the frequency f. contained in the same dis 
tancel by more than one. 

Mathematically the number of wavelengths in and in 
may be expressed in terms of length l and frequencies f 
and f as 

(1) 

n2=lfa/c (2) 
where c is the speed of the wave energy in the transmit 
ting medium. 
To establish the requirement set forth above, n minus 

12 must be less than one or mathematically in terms of 
frequency and differential path length: 

(f-f)<1 (3) 
This expression may be further simplified by convert 

ing the difference in frequency to bandwidth f resulting 
in the expression 

n=lf/c 
and 

Af 
i-C (4) 

or transposing: 
C 

Af< (5) 
From the geometry of FIGURE 4 it is apparent that 

( ) m sin n1 sin Y2 (6) 
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4 
and hence expression (5) may be converted to 

A f< 
h (in y sin 5.) 

c sin y2 sin Y1 Af< . . . . h sin y2-sin Yi 

(7) 
O 

(8) 
By similar mathematical analysis in the case where the 

beam is directed along the vertical with an angle between 
beam limits of {8 the expression 

(3 
COS 

2 
g 

1-cos 2 (9) 

is obtained. 
The receiving portion of the system which is also 

mounted on the supporting structure is composed of a 
photodetector 17 on which the return signal is impressed 
through a pin hole or slit 18 formed in a diaphragm 19 
interposed between the return reflected signal and the 
detector. If a slit is used, it is so oriented as to be nor 
mal to the velocity vector V of the supporting structure 
relative to the reflecting surface 13. The output of the 
detector is impressed on a frequency measuring device 
21 which may be any well-known frequency meter. 
With such an arrangement relative movement between 

the supporting structure 14 and the reflecting surface 13 
(assuming spherical wave front projection) will cause 
the lobes of the backscattered pattern 16 to be swept 
across the pin hole or slit 18 at a rate which is propor 
tional to twice the relative velocity between structure 14 
and surface 13. Thus the output of the detector 17 will 
consist of an alternating wave, the average frequency of 
which is proportional to the relative velocity and the 
velocity may be read directly by suitably calibrating the 
frequency measuring device 21. 
As heretofore stated the distinct lobes which form the 

pattern 16 are random in spacing as well as in ampli 
tude. Because of this random spacing the signal generated 
at the output of the detector 17 will fluctuate in fre 
quency and the frequency measuring device should be so 
arranged as to have a relatively long time constant to 
provide an average indication over a suitably selected 
time interval. Likewise, because of the frequency fluctua 
tion caused by random spacing of the lobes of the re 
flected pattern, the system using a single slit or pin hole 
finds its greatest utility when the reflecting surface 13 is 
a nonspecular surface having a more or less uniform 
characteristic, such as smooth aluminum or steel strip. 
A system which in large measure overcomes the prob 

lem of frequency variations introduced by the used of a 
single slit or pin hole and which can thus be used with 
a frequency measuring device of a small time constant 
and over a wider range of applications is disclosed in 
FIGURE 2. 

In this figure, like elements are referred to by like 
reference characters and as in the case of the system of 
FIGURE 1 a beam 12 of monochromatic radiation is 
emitted by a laser 11 or other monochromatic source is 
projected toward a backscattering surface 13 which it 
illuminates over a finite area of diameter d. As before 
a backscattered pattern 16 is produced which pattern is 
composed of distinct lobes of random amplitude and 
spacing. Likewise as heretofore described the back 
scattered pattern is reflected back to a receiving circuit 
mounted on the supporting structure 14. This receiving 
circuit consists of a detector 17' such as a photomultiplier 
or other photodetector which acts as a summing device 
for the reflected signals imposed thereon and which pro 
duces an output signal which is impressed on a frequency 
measuring device 21 such as used in the form of the in 
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from which tan 8 and therefore 8 may be computed since 
p, VD and VD are known. 

In addition, solving for the along-heading vector 
VAH=VI cos (17) 

and substituting from Equation 14 for IV 
V-It-Yol 2 cos gb (18) 

and solving for the cross-heading vector 
VoH=V sin 8 (19) 

and substituting from Equation 15 for IV 
Voi-III pl 2 sin is (20) 

It is seen from the above that all the quantities for 
solving for VAH and Vch are known. Also, knowing 
VAH and VcH, one may readily solve for V, if needed, since 

While several embodiments of the invention have been 
shown and described for illustration purposes, it is to be 
expressly understood that the invention is not limited 
thereto. Various changes may also be made in the design 
and arrangement of the parts without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention as the same will now be 
understood by those skilled in the art. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A velocimeter for determining the relative velocity 

between two objects comprising, 
a source of coherent light of narrow bandwidth mount 
ed on the first of said objects directing a narrow 
beam of light toward the second of said objects illu 
minating a finite area thereon to produce a reflected 
power pattern of distinct lobes of random ampli 
tude and spacing, 

an optical grating located on said first object, said grat 
ing including a plurality of alternate longitudinal 
translucent and opaque areas, said optical grating 
being so oriented that said alternate transparent and 
opaque areas are substantially normal to a velocity 
vector determined by the relative velocity between 
said two objects, 

a photodetector located on said first object adjacent 
said grating on the side remote from said second 
object producing a plurality of signals from successive 
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distanct lobes of said reflected power pattern as said 
lobes are swept past successive transparent areas of 
said grating and summing said signals to produce 
a sum output signal which is a Gaussian spectrum of 
output frequencies the average frequency of which is 
proportional to the relative velocity between said two 
objects, and 

means for measuring the average frequency of said sum 
output signal. 

2. A velocimeter as set forth in claim 1 in which said 
light source is monochromatic. 

3. A velocimeter as set forth in claim 1 in which the 
width of the transparent areas of said grating is made ap 
proximately equal to 74% of the diameter of the radiat 
ing aperture of said light source and the spacing between 
said transparent areas from the leading edge of one 
transparent area to the leading edge of the next trans 
parent area is made approximately equal to twice the di 
ameter of said radiation aperture. 
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