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to all, whom it may concern. 
Beit known that I, WILLIAMD. FREDERICK, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Peoria, in the county of Peoria and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful 
improvements in Speeding Attachments for 
Harness; and I do hereby declare that the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, which will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same. 
Myinvention relates to certain new and use 

ful improvements in speeding attachments for 
harness, by means of which a simple attach 
mentis provided which is very efficient for the 
purpose designed. 
More particularly my invention relates to 

that class of harness especially adapted to be 
used for track purposes and in speeding 
horses, and the objects to be obtained are, the 
dispensing with the breast collar and breech 
ing, the holding of the sulky under such ten 
sion as Will prevent any jarring motion, to 
provide by its use, a “gaiting device’ with 
out having to use any additional or supple 
mental attachments, and to provide such an 
attachment for speeding purposes possessing 
all of the above features of advantage and 
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such an one may be adapted to any harness 
saddle without making any fixed connection 
there with, but making it attachable and de 
tachable in the very simplest manner. 
My invention consists essentially in the 

novel construction and arrangement of parts 
hereinafter more fully described and specifi 
cally pointed out in the claims. 
That my invention may be more fully un 

derstood, reference is had to the accompany 
ing drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my speeding 
attachment for harness as applied to a horse 
and sulky. Fig. 2 is a detailed view showing 
a portion of my speeding attachment. Fig. 
3 is a detailed view showing an end view of a 
portion of my attachment. Fig. 4 is a sec 
tional view through the line acac of Fig. 1. 
The harness is adapted to be used in connec 

tion with the ordinary bridle, but the breast 
plate or collar and usual breeching and the 

50 customary traces are dispensed with. 
In the figures, A refers to the ordinary har 

ness saddle, which is made in the usual way 

and consists of the several parts including 
among other things, a steel yoke that bears 
through the central and top portion of the 
saddle and is embedded between the several 
layers of the different materials employed in 
constructing a saddle, of the usual terrets as 
a, the shaft bearers b, the belly girth c, the 
shaft straps d, &c. 

Referring to my speeding attachment par 
ticularly, B-B, are side pieces thereof, which 
are connected at their upper extremities by 
straps. C, which said straps bear over the top 
of the harness saddle in such a manner as to 
suspend the side pieces B-B. 
e-e, are slots or elongated openings in the 

side pieces B-B, through which the terrets 
as C, are passed. In attaching my device 
upon the harness saddle, these slots may be 
made of such length, if desired, as to adapt 
them for connection with any kind of harness, 
thus making up by the lengthening of the 
slots, for any differences in position of the 
terrets upon the various kinds of harness 
saddle. 
D-D, are extensions from the side pieces 

B-B, to which the thill straps E are connected 
by suitable rings, there being provided upon 
the ends of the thill straps suitable ferrules 
or sockets as F, which said ferrules or sockets 
are designed to be slipped over the ends of 
the sulky shafts to hold the same from for 
ward projection, the said thill straps being 
connected with theside pieces B, at their lower 
ends, or rather, to the projection D-D, there 
from, which said extensions have a diagonal 
downward bearing, the thill straps also hav 
ing a diagonal downward bearing until they 
connect with ferrules or sockets F-E. 
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G-G, are trace straps which also connect 

with the side pieces B-B, or to one of the ex 
tensions D therefrom, by means of a suitable 
ring, and extend diagonally downwardly and 
rearwardly, and may be made to overlap and 
buckle to provide for the shortening or length 
ening thereof and are also provided at their 
rear ends with one, two or more holes as i, as 
may be desired for connection with studs or 
hooks on the shafts or thills or to hooks upon 
a whiffie-tree in the usual Way. 

in, is an opening in the lower end of each 
side piece B, which opening is located on the 
under side of the side pieces, and through 
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which the shaft bearers b are passed, which 
materially assists in holding the side pieces 
B-B, in proper position. 

It will be seen from the matter presented 
herein, that from the ordinary harness there 
have been omitted the usual heavy traces, 
breast plate or collar and breeching, and the 
saddle may be made extremely light, so that 
the horse may move very freely and still be 
held securely in connection with the sulky. 
In applying my device to practical use, as 

previously stated, the ordinary bridle and 
lines are used, also the ordinary saddle, back 
strap and crupper; the usual belly band, 
shaft support and shaft straps also being used, 
they being connected with the saddle by means 
of the usual shaft bearers as b. My speeding 
attachment is applied for practical use by 
simply carrying the same over the harness 
saddle in the manner shown in the drawings 
and passing the terrets of the harness saddle 
through the slots e, in the side pieces B-B, 
and by passing the shaft bearers; b, through 
the openings on the under side of the said 
side pieces. The sulky is connected with the 
harness in the usual way by being passed 
through the shaftloops supported by the shaft 
bearers in the usual manner and by the shaft 
straps d being passed, one turn in front and 
one behind the said loops, the said harness 
being girted tight upon the horse. 
My speeding attachment is connected with 

the sulky by the ferrules or sockets F-F 
thereof being passed over the ends of the 
shafts and by the trace straps G-G being con 
nected with studs or hooks on the shafts or 
thills and by the thill straps and trace straps 
being lengthened or shortened to provide for 
the desired amount of tension under which it 
may be purposed that the sulky shall be held, 
in connection with the harness saddle. . . 

It will of course be understood that neither 
the harness proper nor my attachment is pur 
posed to draw or pull the sulky, the sulky be 
ing pulled or drawn by the lines in the hands 
of the driver, the sole object of the harness 
and the attachment being simply to provide 
a connection between the horse and the sulky 
that will be firm and non-shifting. 

I am aware that harness has been made in 
which the usual breast plate or collar, breech 
ing and heavy traces are supplemented by the 
use of thill straps and tracestraps connecting 
with the Sulky practically in the same man 
ner as I connect them but I am not aware of 
any such thill straps and trace straps being 
used in connection with a wholly separate and 
independent part adapted for attachment to 
and detachment from the harness saddle in 
the manner I have shown; the usual way be 
ing to make the attachment of the thill straps 
and trace straps with the harness saddle or 
with some supplemental part of the saddle, 
ridged, by sewing or by other fixed connection. 
The construction I employ is a wholly sep 

arate device that may be attached to or de 
tached from any harness and does not con 

the horse. 
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stitute a part of a special harness that must 
be made in connection there with, as is the 
case with other such harness employing speed 
ing devices of this class. 
By this supplemental attachment and by 

the connection thereof with the ordinary har 
ness saddle I am enabled to obviate accidents 
resulting from breaking of the saddle or the 
yoke thereof, which often happens under 
great strain while speeding horses, as in the 
event of such breaking and separating of the 
parts of the saddle at the upper portion there 
of, the two said separating parts will be held 
together by means of the strap c, connecting 
the parts B and bearing over the top of the 
saddle, the terrets thereof being held in the 
slots in the said parts.B. 
By using my speeding attachment the usual 

jar of the sulky attendent upon the speeding 
of a horse is obviated, it being held firmly to 

It answers as a safety device as 
just above explained when the harness saddle 
breaks. It does away with any supplemental 
gaiting device, it serving the purpose admir 
ably and holds the horse straight, without 
any added means or supplemental attach 
ment. The one side or the other of the harness 
may be drawn tighter up to the horse on one 
side for closer bearing than on the other side, 
asis desired in many cases to overcome slight 
irregularities in gait or side bearing tenden 
cies of a horse, and I am able to attach it to 
any harness without marring or straining the 
same, and do not have to have a special har 
ness to connect it with as it may be attached 
to any harness. The arrangement of the parts 
is such that the connection between the har 
ness saddle and the speeding attachment is 
very firm and non-shifting, and the connec 
tion with the thill straps and shaft straps is 
at the middle points of the sides of the har 
ness saddle, so that any draw or push, that 
would cause a tendency to shift, is resisted 
most effectually from this connection by the 
bearing of the entire side of the saddle against 
the horse's body, while if the attachment were 
made lower down upon the sides of the saddle 
not so much resistance would be offered to 
such tendency to shift. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A speeding attachment for harness con 
sisting of a pair of straps located upon oppo 
site sides of the horse, as shown, and having 
their forward and rear ends secured to the 
shafts of the vehicle and a supplementalyoke 
bearing over and upon the harness saddle and 
provided with long slots through the body of 
the sides thereof for the reception of the ter 
rets, in combination with the harness saddle 
and detachable therefrom, all substantially 
as described and shown. 

2. In a speeding attachment for harness, 
the straps E, provided with sockets F and the 
straps G, for attachment to the shafts of a ve 
hicle, in combination with the supplemental 
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back strap detachably connected with the 
harness saddle and shaft bearers, consisting 
of the side pieces, B, having the long slotse, 
for the reception of the terrets and the open 
ings in, for the reception of the shaft bearers 
and the strap C bearing over the saddle and 
connecting the side pieces, all substantially 
as described and shown. 

3. In a speeding attachment for harness, 
the combination, with shaft bearers and a 
harness saddle, of thill straps E, provided 
with sockets F and shaft straps G, with the 
back strap consisting of side-pieces B-B, 
connected by strap C, bearing over the top of 

the harness saddle, and formed with the di- I5 
agonal downwardly bearing extensions D-D, 
and provided with slots e and openings in, 
through which the terrets and shaft bearers 
of the harness saddle are passed in securing 
the attachment, all substantially as described 2 o 
and shown. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM D, FREDERICK. 
Witnesses: 

J. E. FREDERICK, 
BERT H. ROSZELL, 


