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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/SA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1,2,8-12,28,29

A distraction mechanism for distracting a facet joint, the
mechanism comprising: a head in the form of an oblong band;
and an elongate member extending through the head and
adapted to draw opposing ends of the head toward one another
thereby expanding the head.

2. claims: 3,13-16

A distraction mechanism for distracting a facet joint, the
mechanism comprising: a plurality of pairs of teeth in
pivotal relation with a central core; and an elongate member
extending through the central core, wherein, actuation of
the elongate member causes distraction of at east one of the
piurality of pairs of teeth.

3. claims: 4,5,17-21

A distraction mechanism for a facet joint, the mechanism
comprising: a hollow elongated body having facet engaging
features; and an elongated member adapted for insertion
within the body, wherein, insertion of the elongated member
actuates the facet engaging features.

4., claim: 6

A distraction tool for distracting a facet joint, the tool
comprising: a handle; a cannula extending from the handle;
and a distraction mechanism positioned on a distal end of
the cannula and adapted to be placed in the facet joint,
wherein the handle is in communication with the distraction
mechanism and actuation of the handle causes distraction
thereof and wherein the distraction mechanism comprises a
plurality of leaf blades and the handle includes an
indicating dial, wherein actuation of the indicating dial
advances one or more of the plurality of leaf blades and
provides an indication of the level of distraction.

5. claims: 7,22-27

A distraction mechanism for distracting a facet joint, the
mechanism comprising: an expandable receiving portion having
upper and lower generally planar elements connected at an
end with a Tiving hinge; and an actuation device adapted to
be placed between the planar elements, wherein, the planar
elements include malleable material that conforms to the
facet surface upon implantation.
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