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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, FREDERICK. W. MEYER, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of Jersey City, in the county of Hud 
son and State of New Jersey, have invent 
ed a new and Improved Revolving Illumi 
nated Sign for Water-Tanks, &c., of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
scription. 
This invention relates to illuminated signs 

and has to deal with revolving signs espe 
cially adapted for use in connection with 
water tanks or similar high appurtenances 
of buildings, whereby valuable advertising 
space now lost can be utilized to advantage. 
Water tanks are usually unsightly objects 

plainly in view, and it is one of the objects 
of the present invention to mount a revolv 
ing sign around the circumference of the 
tank and support the sign on the latter, 
whereby no special support for the sign is 
required other than the tank, and whereby 
the appearance of the tank is improved. 
A more specific object of the invention is 

to improve the construction of revolving 
signs so as to be reliable and efficient in 
use, comparatively simple and inexpensive 
to manufacture and install, and so designed 
that the letters Will be illuminated con 
tinuously while the sign revolves. 
With such objects in view, and others 

which will appear as the description pro 
ceeds, the invention comprises various novel 
features of construction and arrangement of 
parts which will be set forth with particu 
larity in the following description and 
claims appended hereto. 

In the accompanying drawing, which 
illustrates one embodiment of the invention 
and wherein similar characters of reference 
indicate corresponding parts in all the 
views, 

Figure 1 is a front view of the revolving 
tank sign; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged vertical section; 
Figs. 3 and 4 are detail Sectional views on 

the lines 3-3 and 4-4, respectively, Fig. 
2; and 

Fig. 5 is a detail sectional view of the 
track for the contact wheel or trolley. 

Referring to the drawing. A designates a 
water tank of standard construction, the 
staves of which are fastened together by 
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hoops 1 which serve to support the revolv 
ling Slgn. 
The revolving sign is an open structure 

preferably of metalwork and is formed of 
a plurality of uprights 2 and horizontal cir 
cular channels or hoops 3, 4, 5 and 6, the 
uprights 2 serving as connectors for unit 
ing the hoops in spaced parallel relation. 
The upright bars 2 are fastened to the outer 
surfaces of the hoops or channel irons. The 
upper ends of the uprights 2 are formed 
into an inverted U-shaped bend 7, and 
within the bend is mounted a horizontal 
roller 8 which rides in a horizontal circular 
track 9 which surrounds the tank and is 
mounted on brackets 10. The track 9 is 
channel-shaped in cross-section, with the 
channel facing upwardly so that the rollers 
8 rest within the channel of the track 9, 
and the upper end of the sign is thus held 
against lateral displacement, while free to 
revolve. The track 9 supports the weight 
of the sign to a suitable extent and steadies 
the sign at the top. The bottom ring 6 is 
provided with a plurality of rollers 10, one 
of which is shown in Fig. 2, and these roll 
ers run in circular tracks which are channel 
shaped in cross-section, with the channels 
opening to the side or outwardly, whereby 
the rollei's can extend into the tracks hori 
Zontally. The track 11 is supported on 
brackets 12 fastened to the water tank A. 

In the present instance the framework of 
the sign is constructed to hold two lines of 
letters 18 and 14, respectively, the upper 
line being fastened to the rings 3 and 4 and 
the lower line to the rings 5 and 6. These 
letters are of any suitable construction and 
are equipped with lamps for their illumina 
tion. To supply current to the lamps, me 
tallic rings 15 are set into the rings 3 and 
5, but separated therefrom by insulation 
linings 16 in the rings 3 and 5. Each ring 
15 is connected with the characters of the 
adjacent line of letters, and running in each 
trolley ring 15 is a contact wheel or trolley 
17 carried by a lever 18 fulcrumed at 19 
on a bracket 20, there being a spring 21 
acting on the lever to maintain a current 
conducting contact between the trolley 17 
and trolley track 15. The lamps of the 
various letters may be connected by a com 
mon ground return with a source of current 
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(not shown), while the trolley wheels 17 
are connected with the other side of the 
supply circuit. Over the trolley tracks 15 
is a hood or shed in the form of a ring 22 
which is fastened to and extends inwardly 
a suitable distance from the rings 3 and 
5, so that the trolley tracks are kept free 
from rain, Snow or sleet. The upper ends 
of the uprights or hangers 2 carry a wide 
hood 23 shaped to shed the rain and to pro 
tect the upper track 9: The intermediate 
ring 4 is provided with a circular rack 24 
with which meshes a pinion 25 on the shaft 
of a motor 26. The motor is mounted on a 
bracket 27 fastened to the Water tank. On 
the same bracket is a protective hood. 28 for 
the motor. The various brackets are so 
constructed as to be fastened to the hoops 
I of the tank, so that the hoops fol'm a ready 
attaching means for the supporting and 
guiding structure, as well as the driving 
and current supply means for the sign. 
While the invention has been shown ap 

plied to a water tank, it is to be understood 
that it can be applied to similar structures 
which form, appurtenances to buildings and 
which are located above the roof or at the 
skyline, thus rendering objects that are seen 
at a distance useful for sign supports. 
The use of the term “water tank' is to be 

understood to cover structures on buildings 
suitable for the rotary sign herein set forth. 
From the foregoing description, taken in 

connection with the accompanying draw. 
ing, the advantages of the construction and 
method of operation will be readily under 
stood by those skilled in the art to which 
the invention appertains, and while I have 
described the principle of operation, to 
gether with the device which Inow consider. 
to be the best embodiment thereof, I desire 
to have it, understood that the device shown 
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is merely illustrative and that such changes 
may be made when desired as fall within 
the scope of the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

45 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent: 

1. The combination of a supporting struc 
ture, a rotatable frame thereon, sign letters 
on the frame and including lamps, a con 
ductor ring or trolley track mounted on and 
insulated from the frame and connected 
with the lamps of the sign letters, and a 
contact mounted on the structure and en 
gaging the trolley track to supply current 
to the lamps. 

2. The combination of a supporting struc 
ture including bands on the outside thereof, 
brackets supported by the bands, an upper 
channel carried by the upper brackets and 
the channel opening upward, a channel 
track carried by the lower brackets and 
having its channel opening laterally, a 
framework Sul'rounding the support and in 
cluding Irollel's engaging in the channels, 
whereby the latter support and steady the 
framework, illuminated letters on the 
framework, conductor rings or trolley 
tracks mounted on and insulated from the 
framework and connected with the lamps 
of the letters, a contact for supplying cur 
rent to the conductors, said brackets sup 
porting the contacts on the said structure, 
and an electric motor supported on the 
structure and geared to the framework for 
Iotating the same. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the 
two subscribing witnesses. 

FREDERICK WILLIAM MEYER. 
Witnesses: 

C. BRADWAY, 
G. H. EMSLIE: 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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