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1 "Claims.
- l .

This jnvention has to do With improvements in
foundation garmiénts of the girdle and combina-~
tion girdle-pantie type ‘designed ‘to ‘give desired
shape to the wearer by §eléctive support and con-

finement principally of the abdomen and hips.
‘The general and major ‘object of the invention
is to provide an improved foundation garrhent
tonstruction having the particular advantages in

addition to its economy and simplicity, of com-

bined selectivity and elastic confinement of the
body portions to be suppoited, together with de-
sirable comfort and freedom for easy movement
by the wearer, Nore specifically, the ifivention
brovides for propér shape-producing support of
the abdomen with elastic confinement of the hips,
while assuring the wearer’s comfort at the upper
waist edge of the garment and permissible leg
movement free from the more highly tensioned
or ‘stretéh'—i'esisfant‘porti“qh‘s of the gartment per-
forthing prifmarily supporting functions. _

Structurally, the garment has an elastie body,
preferably comprising a ply of fabric material
having elastic inserts or threads rendering it elas-
tic both horizontally and vertically, the front of
the body containing a relatively inelastic, non-
elastic or unidirectionally elastic section designed
o fit and-support the abdomen. ‘The ifivénticn
is primarily eoncerned with elastic reinforecement
of the body ply in a manner giviag the material
greater resistance to strefching locally within
areas so positioned at opposite sides of ‘the less
elastic ‘or unidirectionally -elastic sectionn as to
best serve its supporting fuirctions, while leaving
the body ply elsewhere more freely flexible for
the comfort and convenience ‘of the wearer.

According to its preferred construction, the
elastic body ply is reinforced by additional plies
extending angularly from ‘oppesitie sides of the
central section to approximately the sides of the
garment, the general course of the reinforcement
plies being downwardly and outwardly above a
more freely elastic area below the reinforcement,
and below a more freely elastic extent of the
body ply at the top of the garment. As will
appear, provision may be made for a horizontally
less elastic or horizontally inelastic insert panel
also in the seat of the garment, but without the
reinforcement used in conjunetion with the front
insert, so that the seat portion has easier and
comfortable stretchability.

All the various features and objects of the in-
vention as well as the details of an illustrative
embodiment will be further and clearly under-
stood from the following description of the ac~
companying drawing, in which;
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Fig. 1 i5 ‘4 View showing the parment ih tromt

berspective. L o
‘Fig. 245 an‘eénlarged Tromt elevation of the sar-
ment. L

Fig. 3 is an ‘enlarzed section on line 3==3 'of
Fig. 22 oL

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary enlargement of ‘the
open ventilation seam “between “the front ‘panel
and the body of the garment, and

Fig, 5 is a 'view showing 3 variational forth of
the invention. o .

Referring to the drawing, the garment is shown
to be made in tmit ciréular form comprising an
elastic body material 10 secursd to front and réar
telatively ifielastie “and preferably hotizontally
non-gtretehable front and tior yanelk
tfand 12. Aceoiding to the préferred constiic-
tion -0f the ‘garment, the body material 10 con-
sists «of a single ply ‘of eommereially khown tio-
way stretch fabrie material containing horizontal
courses ‘of rubber inserts or threads giving the
material a degree of elasticity appropriate for the
overall body shaping functions of the garment,
As will be understood, the body material 10 is
elastic and stretchable both horizontally and vers
tically. The top and bottom edges ‘6f the gars
ment are shown to be finished with insturned
seams 13 and 13", . L

The primary function of the front section 4 is
to give abdominal support, and to best serve this
function, particularly in relation te the later de=
seribed reinfercing plies, it is shown to extend
continuously from the top to the bottom of the
garment with the upper and lower edges 14 and
15 of the insert secured to the body material 10
by open ventilated seams, see Fig. 4, and eonvérg=
ing respectively to the top and bottorm edges of
the garment. The panel 41 preferably is made
of an elastic fabric which is stretchable verti-
cally of the garment, while being substantially in-
elastic horizontally. If desired, the garment may
contain a similar rear insert 12 attached o the
single ply body of material 10 but without addi-
tional reinforcement as used in conjunction with
the front insert (1, to afford easy conformability
and stretchability in the seat.

The forward half of the garment is reinforced
at opposite sides of the insert i [ by a pair of under
blies 16 made of the same elastic material as the
body ply 10 (with the elastic threads running
horizontally) and secured thereto along seam
lines (71 adjacent the insert 1 and along upper
and lower downwardly and outwardly inclined
seam lines 18 and 19, the slope of the latter being
greater than the upper seam lines-18 so that the
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reinforcement plies occupy areas flaring down-
wardly and outwardly to seam lines 20, see Fig. 1,
at substantially the medial sides of the garment.
As shown in Fig. 1, the seam lines 18 intersect the
seams {4 at the waistline of the garment, leav-
ing the body material single ply and unreinforced
at 21 to lend easy conformability and full com-
fort about the waist.

A feature of major importance is the arrange-
ment of the reinforeing plies 18 to give to the in-
sert {1 that degree and direction of support which
will assure proper and comfortable shape main-
tenance of the abdomen without inhibition or dis-
comfort in the leg movements of the wearer by
reason of any excessive resistance or tensioned
condition of the lower front portion of the gar-
ment. It will be noted that the lower reinforce-
ment ply seam lines {9 extend downwardly and
outwardly from the insert I{ from locations sub-
stantially midway vertically of the garment, leav-
ing unreinforced areas 21 of the single ply body
material which contact the legs and by reason
of relatively less resistance to stretching, permit
free and comfortable movements of the wearer.
As illustrated, the usual garters and appendages
22 and 23 may be affixed to the bottom portion of
the garment. . :

Fig. 5 illustrates a variational form of the in-
vention similar in all respects to the previously
described girdle, but particularly adapted to a
so-called pantie-type girdle. Here the garment
has leg portions 25 extending a short distance
below the crotch at 26 and adapted to fit snugly
about the wearer’s legs. The boundaries of the
reinforcement plies 27 as before are defined by
the angular seam lines 28 extending downwardly
and outwardly from a location near the waist
line of the garment at the vertically elastic but
horizontally inelastic front panel 31 to the side
seams 29, the lower seams 30 however being ex-
tended downwardly and outwardly to the bot-
toms of the leg portions 25.

I claim: '

1." A continuously circular essentially one-piece
foundation garment comprising a single ply hori-
zontally relatively inelastic and vertically elastic
abdomen supporting front panel extending from
the top to the central bottom of the garment, a
single ply of elastic horizontally and vertically
stretchable material forming the body of the gar-
ment and extending from the sides of said front
panel, reinforeing plies of horizontally and ver-
tically elastic material secured to the body ply
along upper seam lines extending downwardly
and outwardly from the sides of the front panel
and from locations near the top of the garment,
and along lower seam lines extending downwardly
and outwardly from below the vertical midpoints
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of said panel sides to near the bottom of the gar-
ment, said body ply extending continuously along
substantially the entire vertical extent of said
front panel at opposite sides thereof, and extend-
ing continuously between and vertically beyond
said upper and lower seam lines.

2. A garment as defined in claim 1, in which
said seam lines terminate near the median sides
of the garment and are interconnected by ver-
tically extending seams.

3. A garment as defined in claim 1, in the
form of a pantie girdle having leg portions
formed by said body material, said front panel ex-
tending downwardly to the crotch of the garment
and said lower seam lines extending to near the
bottoms of said leg portions.

4, A garment as defined in claim 1, in which
said front panel has upper and lower sides con-
verging respectively upwardly and downwardly
to near the top and bottom edges of the garment
from locations vertically intermediate those edges.

5. A garment as defined in claim 1, in which
said front panel has upper and lower sides con-
verging respectively upwardly and downwardly
to near the top and bottom edges of the garment
from locations substantially midway between the
last mentioned edges, so that said lower seam
lines extend downwardly and outwardly from the
lower downwardly and inwardly divergent sides of
the front panel, said seam lines terminating near
the median sides of the garment and being inter-
connected by vertically extending seams.

6. A garment as defined in claim 5, in the form
of a pantie girdle having leg portions formed by
said body material, said front panel extending
downwardly to the crotch of the garment and said
lower seam lines extending to near the bottoms
of said leg portions,

7. A garment as defined in claim 5, in which
said lower seams have greater slope than said
upper seams. '

OLGA ERTESZEK.
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