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(57) Abstract: A superheated steam generation unit 1 comprises: a first thermal insulation structure 11 that has a saturated
steam inlet 11a or a water inlet and a closed end 11b, and that has a first open end; a hairpin-shaped electrically conductive
hollow tube heater 12 that is provided between the closed end 11b and the saturated steam inlet 11a or the water inlet inside
the first thermal insulation structure 11, and that is constituted by a plurality of rectilinear parts 12-1 to 12-6 and a plurality
of fold back parts 12-7 to 12-11 at which the rectilinear parts 12-1 to 12-6 are folded back; a superheated steam discharge
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nozzle 12a that is provided partway along the hairpin-shaped electrically conductive hollow tube heater 12 and that is for
discharging, toward the first open end, the superheated steam in the hairpin-shaped electrically conductive hollow tube
heater 12; and insulator structures 16', 17a, 17b, 18a, 18b that are provided between the first thermal insulation structure
11 and the rectilinear parts 12-1 to 12-6 of the hairpin-shaped electrically conductive hollow tube heater 12, and that hold
the rectilinear parts 12-1 to 12-6 in a slidable manner.
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