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Surface to assure that as the roll approaches the fabric 
the binder it carries will be distributed Substantially in 
the grooves of the aforesaid engraved pattern. The pe 
Iripheral Speeds of the printing and back up rolls 14 and 
15 are substantially the same as the linear Speed of the 
fabric to minimize any wiping action between them. 
The back up roll 15 is adjusted, Such as by spring loading, 
in Such a Way that the fabric is moved under pressure 
between the back up roll and the printing rol1. The 
preSSure loading of the back up roll may be adjusted for 10 
Imaximum efficiency of binder transfer from the printing ; 
Iroll to the fabric. A hard rubber back up roll is pre 
ferred to provide a relatively hard Surfaced roll which 
also is capable of a certain amount of Self-adjustment 
to fit closely with the printing roll. It is also preferred 
that a doctor blade or Wiper 21 be employed to Scrape or 
Wipe off any binder Which may print through the fabric 
onto the Surface of the back up roll. 
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The fabric 12 may be dried by passing it over conven- · 
tional - Steam drying cans 22, although it is advisable to 
keep the printed Side of the fabric as much out of contact 
With any Surface as possible, until it has dried to a certain 
eXtent. For this reason and because it is advantageous 
to dry the binder deposited on the fabric as rapidly as 
possible to prevent excess migration of binder along its 
yarns, the fabric may be passed through a Suitable: drying 
OVen 23 in the area between the print roll and the drying 
CaTiS. 

Having now described the invention in specific detail 
and exemplified the preferred manner in which it may be 
carried into practice, it will readily be apparent to those 
Skilled in the art that innumerable variations, applica 
tions, modifications, and extensions of the basic principles 
involved may be made without departing from its spirit 
Or. Scope. For instance, although I have described the 
printing Toll as intaglio or grooved, it is possible that it 
Imay be prepared in Such a, Way that it will comprise 
Taised portions for carrying the binder in the pattern 
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desired in 1ieu of the aforementioned grooves. It also 
Will be apparent to one skilled in the art that there are 
many varieties of print patterns which may be used to 
distribute the binder on the fabric in the manner desired. 
The invention claimed is: 
A Stabilized loosely WOven gauZe fabric having a Soft 

hand and Which comprises interSecting Warp and Weft 
yarns which in the absence of a binder may be moved 
easily with respect to one another, and an adhesive binder 
distributed in a regular pattern throughout the fabric in 
relatively Small longitudinally and transversely Spaced 
|portions of the yarns thereof, each of Said binder por 
tions generally being shorter than the yarn segments ex 
tending between adjacent yarn intersections, the binder 
in Said portions covering no more than about 50 percent 
of the fabric Surface and bonding at least about one out 
of every five adjacent yarn interSections in the Warp and 
in the Weft direction of the fabric, thereby stabilizing the 
fabric against the aforesaid movement of the warp and 
Weft yarns, Said pattern being partly out of register with 
the general arrangement of Said yarn intersections and 
Said longitudinally and transversely Spaced binder por 
tions extending Over a good deal more of the surface of 
the fabric than would be necessary to bond only the 
Iminimum of yarn intersections if Said pattern Was in reg 
ister With the arrangement of yarn • intersections, Said 
fabric · possessing the high degree of softness necessary 
for use adjacent the Wearing Surface of a Sanitary napkin. 
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