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The present invention relates broadly to
clamp-members, but more particularly to im-
provements in holders or supports for neon
tubes and articles of similar nature.

5 In neon tube display signs for advertising

purposes, it is the general practice to support-

the tubes of the sign by various conventional

methods and generally some sort of a support

is used and the tube wired’ thereto in any
10 guitable manner.

This method of supporting neon tubes in
signs and displays is, at best, only a make-
shift, as each sign is a new problem for the
mechanic and he must cut and fit the sup-

15 ports and then wire the tubes securely with-
in the ends of the supports. These wires pre-
sent an unsightly appearance and, in’ the

smaller window displays, can be plainly seen -

when the display is illumined. :

20 - Tt is the primary object of my invention to
provide a'neon tube holder or bracket which
Is transparent and which is neat in design
and appearance and does not.mar the attrac-
tiveness of the display when in place on the

. 25 tube thereof.
Another object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a clamp, or holder, of the class in-
" dicated that is of sectional construction, the
sections of which are held in place by a clamp-

30 member adapted for adjustment longitudi-
nally relative to each other for the accommo-
dation of tubes of varying sizes.

Still another object of the invention is the
‘provision of a clamp-member that may be

35 molded in two matched sections from glass,
or other suitable transparent material, the
sections being duplicates and adapted to be
formed in the same mold. ‘

Additional to the foregoing objects is that

40 of providing a simple, inexpensive and posi-
tive clamp, or holder, that may be easily and
quickly adjusted to any frame and that will
hold the tube or tubes in fixed relation to.
the frame of the sign or display. -

45 QOther objects and advantages of the in-
vention will be apparent with reference to the
subjoined specification and the accompany-
ing one sheet of drawings in which :—

'%\gure 1 is a front elevation of a small

80 ' display sign suitable for show windows and

the like and showing my improved clamps,
or holders, in use;

Figure 2 is an enlarged perspective view
of the assembled clamp, or holder, as applied
to a neon tube; ’

Figure 3 is a side elevation of the clamp, or
holder, as applied to a tube, showing the at-

taching-bracket encircling the shank thereof,

portions being broken away for clearness of
illustration ;

Figure 4 1s a plan detail of the clamp sec-
tio‘xils with the attaching bracket removed ;
an

Figure 5 is an enlarged transverse section
of the clamp member, showing the sectional
character thereof, the section being indi-
cated by the line 5—5in Figure 3.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, in which the preferred embodiment of
the invention has been illustrated, the nu-
meral 10, in a general way, designates the
holder, which specifically "consists of two
matched semi-circular tubular sections 11 and
12 having arcuate tube embracing sections
13 and 14 adapted to encircle a neon or like
tube, said sections being preferably molded
from glass with the oufer edges 15 and 16
of the sections 18 and 14 flared outwardly
so that they may the more easily be slipped

‘'over the tube surface.

When the two matched sections are placed
together, as in Figures 2, 8 and 5, a clamp-
member 17 is slipped over the ends of these
sections and holds them together in rigid
clamped relation, the said clamp comprising
a single piece of metal bent to form a eylin-
drical tube-embracing section 18, a down-
wardly bent attaching-plate 19 and upwardly
projecting ears 20 and 21. The ears 20 and
21 are perforated as indicated at 22 for the
reception of a small bolt 23, which, when
drawn up, causes the cylindrical section 18 of

‘the clamp to contract about the matched half

tubular sections 11 and 12 of the holder,
the clamping member 17 being movable along
the shank of the holder to any desired point
to adjust it to varying sizes of display casings.

The attaching plate 19 is provided with
a bolt opening 24 through which a bolt, or
screw, 25 is inserted to securely clamp the
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clamp-member in place upon the panel 26 of
a display sign 27, the clamp 17, of course,
being placed inside the casing panel 26, with
the holder sections 13 and 14 projecting
g through openings formed therein, as shown
in Figure 1, so that the entire clamp-member
and a portion of the holder are completely
hidden from view.
In general practice, a strip of adhesive tape
10 28, Figures 2, 3 and 5, is generally wrapped
about the tube so that the member 18 of the
clamp will not damage the holder and to also
provide a cushioning means that, in & meas-
ure, absorbs such shocks as may be trans-
15 mitted to the frame 27 and clamp-member 17.
It will be observed from the foregoing de-
scription that a transparent holder con-
structed in. accordance with my invention
may be adjusted as to length by moving the
20 clamp 17 in either direction relative thereto,
or the arcuate sections 13 and 14 encireling
the neon tube section 29 may be varied by
sliding one section 11 longitudinally relative
to the section'12, thereby reducing the en-
25 circling area thereof by rendering these arcs
slightly eccentric to each other.
1t may also be noted in this connection that,
after the clamp has béen properly adjusted,
.he remaining sections of the holder extending
beyond the clamp 17 may be scored for any
desired length and broken off. :
T claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States the following:
A support for neon tubes comprising half
a; tubular matching sections, said sections hav-
ing shanks and forked neon tube embracing
elemrents, said matching sections consisting
of molded glass, clamp-means slidable on
said shanks and adapted to be drawn tightly
40 thereabout when adjusted, means carried by
said clamp means for drawing the same to-
gether, and means on said clamp for attach-
ing said holder to any suitable object.
In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my
45 signature this 8rd day of July, 1929.
JOHN PALMER.
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