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This invention relates to an improved
accessory especially designed for use in asso-
ciation with books and constructed to main-
tain the halves of the book open and to re-
tain the leaves open to facilitate reading,
copying and the like.

The invention is in the nature of an at-
tachment which is connected to and carried
by the beol to render it portable and it is
made to permit it to be applied to the book
in a manner to take care of the increasing
thickness and decreasing thickness of the
halves as the pages are turned over from
the beginning toward the end of the book.

In carrying ‘the invention into effect, I
have evolved and produced a simple and
econcmical article which is susceptible of
easy application and removal, which is not
likely to tear the pages, which is out of the
way, easy to manipulate, and otherwise effi-

_cient in fulfilling the requirements of an
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article of this class in a satisfactory manner.

The particular details and their specific
association and arrangement will become
more readily apparent from the following
description and drawings.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 isa perspective view of a book,
showing it spread with the retaining device
in operative position.

Figure 2 is'a top plan view of the device

~itself as constructed in accordance with the
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present invention.

Figure 8 is an end view observing the
device in a position from left to right in
Figure 1.

Higure 4 is a side view of the structure
seen in Figure 8.

Figure 5 is a perspective view of one of
the parts of the device.

The major part of the device is in the
nature of a frame and is generally desig-
nated by the reference character 6. I have
found it expedient to provide a frame of

2 general U-shaped configuration, the bight

portion of which is adapted to be located
on the exterior of the adjacent end of the
book, and the arms 8 and 9 of which are
adapted to be inserted between the leaves 10
and 11 of the book, as observed in Figure 3.

The extremities: of: these: arms 8 and 9 are
pointed to facilitate insertion. On-the cen-
ter-of the: bight portion 7 is an outwardly
projecting: finger grip- 12 of appropriate’
confignration.

The part: 6 may. be made. from: a- small
tube: At the points 18 and 14.are upstruek
ears, these being located adjacent. the center.
At the: oppesite. ends. of the portion. T are
similar ears 15 and 16. These ears consti-
tute-spaced: pairs-of bearings in which rock
shafts 18 and 19 are mounted for oscillation,
In this. way, I provide:a- pair of suitable
clamp members 20 and 21, for cooperation
with-the: opposite- halves.of the book. 'f'he
inner; ends: are: formed: with. laterally bent
and. appropriately shaped operating elo-
ments- or. handles 22 and 28. Then, too, at
this point L provide retaining springs.24, of
appropriate construction.. The opposits ends
of: the shafts 18 and:19.are directesd laterally
and, in parallelism with the arms. 8 and 9.
These-end portions-overlie the-arms 8 and 9
and’are of general arcuate configuration as
indicated. at.25, and 26, respectively.

These. constitute the clamping fingers- and
it. will be observed that they. terminate in
retaining balls 27, which rest upon the pages
Insthe position seen.in. Figure 1.

These: clamp . members- 20 and 21 are so
constructed. and. arranged as. to.permit the
clamping. fingers. 25 and 26 to be swung
bacle clear of the pages, so that the pages
may- be. turned: over . without interference.
This avoids tearing of the pages. PRarticu-
larly. do: I. wish: to emphasize. the- fact that
these: devices 20 and 21 are independently
operable. Thus the leaves may be turned
from either side of the book as desired, in
accordance with the will of the user. Ob-
viously, the handles 22 and 23 are arranged
to cooperate with the finger grip 12 to facili-
tate the opening and closing of the respec-
tive clamping devices.

From the foregoing description and
drawings it will be seen that I have evolved
and produced an unusually simple and in-
expensive contrivance which is susceptible
of ready attachment and detachment, which
1s maintained on the book as long as desired
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and may be carried from place to place with
the book. It holds the halves of the book
open and maintains the pages or leaves flat
down to facilitate copying, reading, etc.
The independent clamping devices are such
as to facilitate manipulation and turning
of the pages. It is thought, however, that
by. reading the description, a clear under-

‘sfanding of the invention, its construction,

method of use-and features and advantages
will be had. Therefore a more. lengthly
description is believed to be unnecessary.

Minor changes in the shape, size and re-
arrangement of details coming within the
field of invention claimed, may be resorted
to, in actual practice, if desired.

T claim: ;

1. As a new product of manufacture, a
retainer of the class described comprising
a substantially U-shaped member having its
arm portions constructed for insertion be-
tween the leaves of an open book, a finger
grip carried by the intermediate portion of
the bight of said frame, a pair of individual
clamping devices carried by said frame and
having operating handles located for co-
operation with said finger grip and also in-

- cluding leaf engaging fingers disposed over
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- bearings, pairs of individual leaf clamping -

said ‘arms. :

2. In a structure of ‘the class described,
a substantially U-shaped attaching frame
provided with pairs of longitudinally spaced
bearings, pairs of individual leaf clamping
devices each including a shaft mounted for
oscillation in one pair of the bearings, each
of said shafts being formed on its inner
end with an operating handle and on its
outer end with a curvate leaf engaging
finger. = - » B

3. In a structure of the class described,
a_substantially ‘U-shaped attaching frame
provided with pairs of longitudinally spaced

© devices each including a shaft mounted for
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oscillation in one pair of the bearings, each

~of said shafts being formed on its inner

end with an operating handle and en its
outer énd with a curvate leaf engaging fin-
ger, and a terminal ball on the extremity of
the finger. " o

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
KEN HAYASHIL



