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This invention relates generally to headwear
and, more particularly, to a certain new and use-
ful improvement in hats and such other types of
relatively stiff headwear that are usually equipped

5 with a sweat-band.

My present invention has for its chief object
the provision of a hat having a sweat-band so
constructed and fixed to and within the head-
opening of the crown as not only to be com-

10 fortable, but also to provide for ventilation, to
the head.

And with the above and other objects in view,
my invention resides in the novel features of
form, construction, arrangement, and combina-

15 tion of parts presently described and pointed out
in the claims.

In the accompanying drawing,—

Figure 1 illustrates in elevation a hat of helmet
shape equipped with a ventilation-providing

20 sweat-band of my invention;

Figure 2 is an inverted plan view of the sweat-
band equipped hat of Figure 1, the band being
partly broken away to show fhe head-size ad-
justing means thereof;

25 Figures 3 and 4 are enlarged fragmental sec-
tional views of the hat; and

Figure 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of
one of the band attaching strips.

Referring now more in detail and by reference

30 characters to the accompanying drawing, which
illustrates a preferred embodiment of my inven-
tion, A designates a hat of any standard shape
and of any suitable material. In the present in-
stance, the hat A is of so-called helmet shape,

35 is constructed of paper-pulp pressed or molded
to the desired form and contour, and comprises
a brim | and a crown. 2, the latter having a head-
opening 3.

B designates the sweat-band proper, which,

40 as is usual, is constructed of any suitable flex--

ible material, such as leather, and stitched or
otherwise fixed, as at 4, preferably to and along
the lower margin and normally or initially dis-
posed approximately flatwise upon the rear face,

45 of the band B, so as to be located intermediate
the band B and crown 2 when the band B, as
presently appears, is fixed within the crown, is
a flap band 5 also constructed of any suitable
flexible material.

50 The flap band § is preferably, as shown, though
not essentially, of less width than the band B,
and above the line of thread-stitches 4, the flap
band 5§ is free from and flexibly movable and
bendable relatively to the band B.

55 " The band B and its attached flap band § are,

(CL. 2—182)

as a whole, of split type with their respective
ends e, e’, adapted for overlapping disposition,
as best shown in Figures 2 and 3. )

In practice, the band B is so disposed within
the crown head-opening 3 that its ends e, e,
are located in an end-portion, so-called, of the
hat A, and at an end, as by eyelets, rivets, or the
like 6, fixed to and flatwise upon the flap band
5 at suitably spaced points circumferentially
thereof, are relatively short bendable metallic
strips 1, which, in turn, are preferably arcuately
bent upon themselves, as shown, and at their
other end, as also by eyelets, rivets, or the like 8,
fixed to and flatwise upon the side wall of the
crown 2, as best seen in Figures 1 and 2.

As so bent and formed, the strips T are of in-
verted U-shape with their respective bights pre-
sented upwardly within the crown 2, as shown,
and disposed between the flap band 5 and the
crown-wall. So arranged, the band-portion 5
obviates any engagement of the eyeleis 6 or 8
and strips 7 with an inserted head, while the
strips T to a large extent also cushion the hat on,
and space the crown 2 from, the inserted head,
the space, as at 9, so provided intermediate the
band B and the crown affording free ventilation
to the head. '

The band B may be thus readily, and with
facility and little expense permanently fixed to
and within the hat A. It may be stated that
preferably the band-securing eyelets 6, 8, at said
end of the hat are somewhat widely spaced to
permit, in such end of the hat, size adjustment
of the band, whose head-size may be convenient-
1y -regulated through the engagement of a hook
10 fixed on the end e of the flap 5 with one or the
other of g series of slits {1 provided in the other
end e’ of the flap band 5, as shown, the band B

- preventing and obviating any engagement of an

inserted head with the metallic hook 10. Pref-
erably also each strip 7 is covered and its strength
augmented by a cloth or other suitable fabric
covering 12, as best shown in Figure 5.

It will be understood that changes in the form,
construction, arrangement, and combination of
the several parts of the hat and its sweat-band
may be made and substituted for those herein
shown and described without departing from the
nature and principle of my invention.

Hayving thus described my invention, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is,—

1. A hat including a crown, a split sweat-band
extending around within the head-opening of the
crown, a correspondingly split flap marginally
fixed to the band and disposed intermediate the
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- band -and. crown, -means including circumfer-

10

entially spaced members having engagement with
the flap and crown for securing the band in head-
engaging position within the crown, the band
and flap having their ends in overlapping rela-
tion disposed intermediate a pair of said mem-
bers, and means carried by and at the ends of
the flap for securing the ends of the band ad-
justably together.

2. A hat including a crown, a split sweat-band
extending arcund within the head-opening of the
crown, a correspondingly split flap marginally
fixed to the band and disposed intermediate the
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band and. crown, means including circumferen-
tially spaced members having engagement with

the flap and crown for securing .the band in

head-engaging position within the crown, the
band and flap having. their ends in overlapping
relation disposed intermediate a pair of said
members, and the flap: at. one end being pro-

vided with a series of spaced fransverse slits, and .

a hook carried by and upon the flap at its other
end for engagement with one or the other of said
slits for adjustably securing the ends of the band
together.

EDWARD WITTCOFF.
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