(No Model.) | | 2 Sheets—Sheet 1.
~ 8.C. MYERS. | S
TOLDING CRATE. -

No. 506,181, - . Patented Oct. 3, 1893,

S\

\ \ S\ \ \, \ .
‘ \ N\ 3 e\ i 5
=
S

N\
“‘\ A % ¢ \\ A N\ \ . X
“ \ \ \ \ N "\\ \ \\\ \

333

S5
S
LS

\asse
j \\‘
S

QN
N

S A\

\ A \._‘ \ \ \ h \\ .
v\ \  \ _X% VA R NN
O\ \ \ X \ \ \ .

g\

A \ \ N\ \
\\ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ N
\ \ \ \ \ \ \
N\ \ \ \ \ \ \
\ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ h

3
Ssew
33

e e
R
S

& \ X ' \.\ \ \ \', \
3
'3
.
=
S

S

.
3

NS

“

Su
oS
.
S
S

<
3
=
N

A
ARS
N

S
\Ns




- (No Model.) . 2 Sheets—Sheet 2.

S. C. MYERS.
FOLDING CRATE.
No. 506,181. - Patented Oct. 3, 1893,
29, 2
H .

|. L Bv ‘ # _
;,E III‘ ’

,85 ' B




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

SAMUEL C. MYERS, OF MIFFLINTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA.

FOLDING CRATE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 506,181 , dated October 3, 1893,
Application filed November 9, 1892, Serial No, 461,492, (No model)

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL C. MYERS, a

citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Mifflintown, in the countyof Juniata
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvementsin Folding
Crates, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings. .
. My invention relates to an improved fold-
Ing crate for the shipment of poultry, vege-
tables, fruit, &e.; and it has for its object the
production of a crate having the desirable
features of a close bottom and a wire top,
and which can be folded into the smallest
possible space.

The invention will first be described in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
and then pointed out in the claims.

_Figure 1-of the drawings is a perspective
view of the crate open, but with one of the
bottom sections folded up. Fig.2is a trans-
verse sectional view of the crate taken
through the line « 2 on Fig. 1, showing one
section of the bottom raised as when the
crate is folded. Fig. 8 is a top plan view of
the crate folded. Fig.4 isa side elevation of
the crate folded. TFig. 5 is a perspective de-
tail view of a portion of the wire top. Fig. 6
is a detail view showing the manner of pivot-
ing the parts of the framework together.

_ The framework of the crate is rectangular
in shape, being composed of side frames A
and top and bottom end rails A’, said frames
and rails being made preferably of light
channel iron. On each corner of the side
frames A there is formed a pintle 1, on which
the ends of the end rails A’ are pivoted, said
rails being perforated at 2 for that purpose,
washers 3, over which the ends of the pintles
are riveted, serving to hold the rails in place,
all as clearly shown in Fig. 6. It will be ap-
parent, however, that instead of forming
these pintles integral with the side frames I
may employ rods passing through said frames
for a like purpose. Wire netting B'is se-
cured in the side frames; but I prefer to nse
rods C instead of wire netting between the
end rails, in order to brace these rails against
undue frictional contact with the side frames
at the pivetal points.  Only a portion of the
length of each pair of end rails is occupied

by these rods, there being a space 4 left at
one end, to be closed by a door D, of wire
netting, hinged to one of the rods C in a man-
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ner to permit it to swing either inward or .

outward.” The door-opening 4 in one end of
the crate is diagonally opposite to that in the
other end, this arrangement permitting a
portion of each bottom section to move out
into that open space when the crate is folded,
as seen in Fig. 4, thereby allowing the crate
to be folded in a more compact form than
would otherwise be possible. Furthermore,
by having a door-opening in each end of the

crate, and these openings diagonally opposite-

each other, the bottom sections may be con-
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veniently reached when it is desired to fold -

them.

The crate is provided with a close board
bottom formed in two sections, ‘E, each
hinged at 5 to the lower rails of the side
frames A in a manner to permit said sections
to fold back against the wire netfing B and
flush with the inner edge of the side-frame
rails, as clearly shown in Fig. 2. )

At each end of the crate, on top of the
lowerrail, is secured a narrow cleat ¥, against
which abut the ends of the bottom_sections
when they are folded down onto said rails, as
seen in Figs. 1 and 2, thereby preventing
longitudinal movement of said sections and
holding the erate open. The bottom boards
and end doors, when closed, may be secured
by any suitable fastenings (not shown).

The top of the crate is formed of longitudi-
nal wires G,secured at their ends to the bot-
tom of the upper end rails, and transverse
wire H, secured at their ends to the upper
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side rails, the wires H being loosely looped 9o

on the wires G, as shown at 6 in Figs. 1 and

5, whereby they are permitted to freely slide
along said longitudinal wires while the crate
is being folded without becoming twisted or
buckled. )
In folding the crate it is only necessary to
swing the end doors inward and backward
and turn the bottom sections backward, as
seen in Fig. 4, when the ends of the crate
may be turned on their pivots so as to bring
the side frames close to each other, in which
condition the parts may be secured by means
of a hook 7 on the top rail of one of the side
frames adapted to engage with an eye 8 on
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the top rail of the opposite side frame, as
shown in Fig. 3.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new,and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Afolding crate in which the end sections
are adapted to turn on the side-frame sec-
tions, and having a sectional hinged bottom
and a wire top, the latter composed of longi-
tudinal wires secured to the end sections and
transverse wires loosely looped on the longi-
tudinal wires and secured to the side-frame
sections.

2. Afolding crate in which the end sections

are pivoted to the side-frame sections at their
corners, and having a sectional hinged bot-
tom, each end section having a door-opening
at one end, said openings being diagonally
opposite each other, and doors for closing
said openings adapted to turn both inward
and outward.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignaturein
presence of two witnesses.

SAMUEL C. MYERS.

Witnesses:
SAMUEL CLECK,
WILLIAM G. GRAY.
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