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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER
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CPC - INV. A01K 1/0272, A01K 1/0236, A01K 1/02, A01K 1/03, AO1K 31/07, B6ON 2/28

ADD. A01K 1/06, AO1K 1/0613, AO1TK 15/04, AO1K 31/08, A01K 1/0245, A01K 1/0254
\ ling to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and JPC

B.  FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)
See Search History document

See Search History document

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)
See Search History document

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
X US 2014/0216355 A1 (Bryson) 07 August 2014 (07.08.2014), entire document, especially Fig. 1 | 1-2, 5-11, 22, 27, 37, 40-
- -8, 10a-10b; para[0025]; para[0022]; para[0039]; para[0060]; para[0063]; 46
Y e

28

X US 2021/0316804 A1 (Payne) 14 October 2021 (14.10.2021), entire document, especially Fig. 3| 1-2, 12
- -4, 6-9; para[0046]; para[0047]; para[0052]; para[0064]; para[0068]; para[0065]; ———-
A 13-18
X - DE 202 12 332 U1 (NUESSEL MICHAEL) 19 December 2002 (19.12.2002), entire document, |1, 20-22
- < | especially Fig. 1; para[0002]; ————
Y 23, 38-39
Y US 2008/0303321 A1 (Powell) 11 December 2008 (11.12.2008), entire document, especially 1-4

Fig. 1-11; para[0031]; para[0035]; para[0039]; para[0034];
Y .~ |GB 2,597,331 A (Connelly) 26 January 2022 (26.01.2022), entire document, especially Fig. 1- | 1-4

10; page 7, In 10-17; page 8, In 6-13;
Y US 5,971,479 A (Jacquemot et al.) 26 October 1999 (26.10.1999), entire document, especially |23

Fig. 1-2; col 2, In 63 to col 3, In 2; col 3, In 61-65; col 4, In 27-35;
Y US 2016/0050881 A1 (Hovsepian) 25 February 2016 (25.02.2016), entire document, especially |28

Fig. 8, 11; para[0058];

Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C.

D See patent family annex.

* Special categories of cited documents:

“A” document defining the general state of the art which is not considered
to be of particular relevance

“D” document cited by the applicant in the international application

“E” carlier application or patent but published on or after the international
filing date

“L” document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which
is cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other
special reason (as specified)

“0” documentreferringtoanoral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means

“P” document published prior to the international filing date but later than
the priority date claimed

“T” later document published after the international filing date ordpriority
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand
the principle or theory underlying the invention

“X” document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step
when the document is taken alone

“Y” document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot
be considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

“&” document member of the same patent family

Date of the actual completion of the international search

28 October 2024

Date of mailing of the international search report
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Name and mailing address of the ISA/US

Mail Stop PCT, Attn: ISA/US, Commissioner for Patents
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Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
Y ~ /] CN 201573566 U (ZHENJIANG FENG BABY PRODUCTS CO LTD) 08 September 2010 38-39
(08.09.2010), entire document, especially Fig. 1-5; para[0021}; para[0022]; para[0023];
A “|DE 10 2017 127 384 A1 (KHAZIM MUSTAFA) 23 May 2019 (23.05.2019), entire document 1-18, 20-23, 27-28, 37-46
A US 2014/0102377 A1 (Hoffman) 17 April 2014 (17.04.2014), entire document 1-18, 20-23, 27-28, 37-46
A | GB 2,446,361 A (McLeavy) 13 August 2008 (13.08.2008), entire document 1-18, 20-23, 27-28, 37-46
A - | KR 10-2020-0053235 A1 (LEE SUN YONG) 18 May 2020 (18.05.2020), entire document 1-18, 20-23, 27-28, 37-46
A (ljJS 2022/t0295739 A1 (Sure Loc Pet Carriers LLC) 22 September 2022 (22.09.2022), entire 1-18, 20-23, 27-28, 37-46
ocumen
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Box No.II  Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. [__—‘ Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. EI Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No.III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be searched, the appropriate additional search fees must be paid.

Group I: Claims 1-4, 20-23, 27-28, 37-39 directed to at least one latch member for coupling with an anchor point in a vehicle. (Fig. 14-15,
29-32) .

Group lI: Claims 1-2, 5-18, 20-21, 27-28, 40-46 directed to a collapsible barrier attached to the base member. (Fig. 4-7D, 13A-13B, 16-
24)

Group lil: Claims 1-2, 19-21, 24-30 directed to an upper attachment, a sleeve, at least one strap, and a clamping member. (Fig. 8A-12C,
33-37,61-62)

Group IV: Claims 1-2, 20-21, 27-28, 31-36 directed to at least one wheel, a telescoping handle and an adjustable foot. (Fig. 63-74)
**Claims 1-2, 20-21, 27-28 are generic to groups I-IV.**

**Note: see note below

—- Continued in Supplemental Box —

1. EI As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. L__l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees. :

(93]

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:
1-18, 20-23, 27-28, 37-46

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

l:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (July 2022)
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-- Continuation of Box No. [l Observations where unity of invention is lacking -—

The inventions listed as Groups I-V do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

SPECIAL TECHNICAL FEATURES

The invention of Group | includes the special technical feature of the pivot subassembly including at least one latch member for coupling -
with an anchor point in a vehicle, not required by the claims of Groups [I-1V.

The invention of Group Il includes the special technical feature of a collapsible barrier attached to the base member, the collapsible
barrier extending between the base member and the back member when in a deployed position and at least partially defining the interior
space, the collapsible barrier including a pivot arm, and the pivot subassembly including a lock mechanism, not required by the claims of
Groups | and IlI-1V.

The invention of Group Il includes the special technical feature of the back member including an upper attachment for securing to a
vehicle anchor point, a sleeve for receiving a support, a pair of backpack straps, and a clamping member for clamping a seatbelt, not
required by the claims of Groups -1l and IV.

The invention of Group IV includes the special technical feature of at least one wheel supporting the base member, the back member
including a telescoping handle, and the base member including at least one adjustable foot, not required by the claims of Groups I-lll.

COMMON TECHNICAL FEATURES

Groups I-IV share the common technical features of a pet containment device comprising: a base member; and a back member; wherein
the base member and the back member are coupled for pivoting movement relative to each other between a stowed position and a use
position; wherein the base member is connectable to an anchor point in a vehicle; and wherein the base member and the back member
define at least portions of an interior space for receiving a pet/animal when in the use position.

However, this shared technical feature does not represent a contribution over prior art as being anticipated by US 2014/0216355 A1
(Bryson), which discloses a pet containment device (10, Fig. 1-8, 10a-10b; para[0025], 'FIG. 2 shows one embodiment of an animal
carrier 10, made using the frame 7 of FIG. 1') comprising: a base member (16, Fig. 1, 10a; para[0022], ‘a floor panel 16'); and a back
member (14, Fig. 1, 10a; para[0022], 'The frame 7 has a back panel 14 attached to a floor panel 16'); wherein the base member and the
back member are coupled for pivoting movement relative to each other between a stowed position and a use position (Fig. 1-8, 10a-10b
- see how the base member 16 and back member 14 are coupled via hinge points 22 for pivoting movement relative to each other
between a stowed position, shown in Fig. 6e, and a use position, shown in Fig. 6a/10a; para[0022], 'The back panel 14 can be attached
to the floor panel 16 at one or more hinge points 22"; para[0039], ‘The floor panel 16 and the back panel 14 are then folded toward each
other about hinge 22, resulting in a disassembled or collapsed animal carrier (FIGS. 6 d and 6e)'); wherein the base member is
connectable to an anchor point in a vehicle (92, 94, 96, Fig. 10a-10b - see how the base member 16 is connectable to an anchor point
96 in a vehicle via the back member 14, belt 92 and fastener 94; para[0060], 'For example, FIG. 10 a shows an animal carrier attached
to an automotive seat 91 using an quick connect or installation belt 92 passed through a belt path 18 built into and through the back
panel 14, wherein the installation belt 92 has a fastener 94 (at both ends) which is reversibly attachable to the LATCH system anchor 96.
FIG. 10 b shows one embodiment of the fastener 94 attached or secured to a LATCH system anchor 96'); and wherein the base
member and the back member define at least portions of an interior space for receiving a pet/animal when in the use position (Fig. 1-8,
10a-10b - see how the base member 16 and back member 14 define the back and bottom portions of an interior space for receiving a
pet/animal when in the use position).

As the common technical features were known in the art at the time of the invention, these cannot be considered special technical
feature that would otherwise unify the groups.

Therefore, Groups I-IV lack unity under PCT Rule 13 because they do not share a same or corresponding special technical feature.

**Note: Claims 8, 43: Regarding claims 8 and 43, the term "the pivot subassembly" is confusing and lacks proper antecedent basis, and
accordingly, for purposes of this opinion, has been interpreted to be the term "a pivot subassembly."

Claim 22: Regarding claim 22, the term "to claim, 1, wherein" is confusing and appears to contain a typographical error, and accordingly,
for purposes of this opinion, has been interpreted to be the term "to claim 1, wherein."

Claim 23: Regarding claim 23, the term "includes handle" is confusing and appears to contain a typographical error, and accordingly, for
purposes of this opinion, has been interpreted to be the term "includes a handle.”

Claim 31: Regarding claim 31, the term "further comprising at least for supporting the base member" is confusing and appears to contain
a typographical error, and accordingly, for purposes of this opinion, has been interpreted to be the term "further comprising at least one
wheel for supporting the base member."

Claim 37: Claim 37 improperly terminates with a comma and should instead terminate with a period. For purposes of this opinion, "of a
vehicle," has been interpreted as "of a vehicle." for proper punctuation.

Claim 39: Regarding claim 39, the term "the back ember" is confusing and appears to contain a typographical error, and accordingly, for
purposes of this opinion, has been interpreted to be the term "the back member." )

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2022)
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