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Patented Sept. 4, 1928.

UNITED STATES

1,682,779
PATENT OFFICE.

HARRY R. FIELDS, OF ORLANDO, FLORIDA, ASSIGNOR TO THE E. T. BURROWES COM.
PANY, OF PORTLAND, MAINE, A CORPORATION OF MAINE.

CHARACTERIZED CHECK PROTECTOR.

Application filcd April 10, 1926. Serial No. 101,048.

This invention relates to improved check
protectors and has for its object the provision
of a sclf-contained check protector of the
perforating type, which has its own char-

6 acterization or individuality; that 1s, each
check protector can be identified by its char-
acter of perforations, and by reason of my
improved arrangement of perforating mem-
bers, no two check protectors are alile or form

10 identical perforations. A further object of
my invention resides in the provision which
produces the characterized check protector,
and includes a simple assembly unit for con-
taining the blank checks readily accessible
15 for the application of the individualizing

protecting features. . .

I further provide an individualizing mem-
ber of the perforating type, whereby the char-
acterizing combinations are, for all practical

20 purposes, infinite; that is, they are so large
that the duplications of an individual check
protector is practically, and in fact really, out
of the question. My check protector is fur-
ther so constructed as to form a pocket check

25 holder which is folded when not used.

Other objects will appear hereinafter, and
T attain these objects by the construction illus-
trated in the accompanying drawing, in
which

Fig.1is a plan view of a pocket check pro-
tector with which my individualizing check
protecting member is employed.

Fig. 21s a plan view of the improved safety
individualizing or characterizing members.

Fig. 8 is an enlarged view in perspective
of a portion of said member,

Fig. 4 is a view similar to thut of Fig. 3,
but showing the member closed or folded.

Fig. 5 is an enlarged sectional view of the
40 check holder with the individualizing mem-

ber in position and in use. '

Fig. 6 is a detailed portion of the left hand
end portion showing the relation of the
holding device and folder to the individual-

45 izing device.

Fig. 7 is a view in elevation of a portion
of the individualizing safety member show-
in%1 the character of the perforating pins;
an

Fig. 8is a plan view thereof.

Like - numerals refer to similar parts
throughout the several views.

One of the prime purposes of my invention
is the production of a check protector which
55 has its own individuality and which cannot

30

33

50

be duplicated because of the infinite comb;-
nations and arrangement of the individual
perforating pins. To this end I provide a
check protector comprising a perforating
member 20 and a perforated inking member
21. These members are preferably hingedly
united and are so constructed as to be readily
inserted in a check book folder 23 jn holding
grooves 24 on the folder 23,

_ As best shown in Figs. 2, 8, 4 and 8, the
mmproved check protector comprises foldable
members 20 and 21. These members may be
hingedly united and are so constructed as to
be readily inserted in the grooves 24. Mem-
ber 21 is made up of a composition of pad
or felt 25 which is preferably an inking pad
and over this there is fastened a perforated
blate 26. This perforated plate has a series
of perforations properly spaced to receive the
perforating members which may be formed
from member 20 or they may be pins 35. In
the construction herein shown. I have repre-
sented the same as pins securely fastened in
the member 20 which serves also as a cover
plate, These pins may be arranced in aroups
of different arrangement and the pins them-
selves are et pointed at an angle 86, as is best
illustrated in Fig. 7. The angle at which
the pins are cut or sharpened mav be varied.
It is, however, beveled to a sufficient degree
to permit ready perforation of the check
which is to be protected thereby. The pins
themselves are fastened in position so that
no two pins are in the same position with re-
spect to their beveled cutting edges. This ar-
rangement provides for the individualizing
or characterizing feature of mv check pro-
tector. Because of the rather large number
of perforating or lacerating pins. it is evident
that an infinite variety of combinations can
be made by this arrangement. When the
check protector thus formed is used. the check
islaid over the perforated member 26 and the
characterizing perforating member is folded
over the check 30 in the manner illustrated in
Fig. 5 or Fig. 6. The beveled feature and
angular cut thus formed by the perforating
members forms individual lacerations in the
check paper so that each laceration has a dif-
ferent position or different character thereby
preventing the use of another check protec-
tor of the same make from being used to oo
over any alterations of the check, as can be
done with the straight pin type of check pro-
tector. I consider this feature of my im-
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proved check protector a very valuable and
important one. It affords means whereby
checks can be absolutely protected against al-
teration. When the perforating members
penetrate the check in the manner shown in
Fig. 6, for example, the ends thereof come in
contact with the inking pad 25 and thereby
carrying a small portion of ink with them to
be deposited on the lacerated edges. In the
figures illustrating my invention in this re-
spect, I have shown the perforating member
arranged in two sets of rows. I wish it to be
understood, however, that this arrangement
is for the purpose of illustration merely and
is not used in a limiting sense, as the per-
forating members may be differently spaced
so as to also differ in respect to their posi-
tions as well as in respect to the character of
lacerations which they form when the check
protector is used.

The individualizing check protector may
advantageously be carried in the folder 23
which also carries a collection of blank checks
for ready use, and the pins may be arranged
to form the initial letters of the owner.

From the description thus far given, the
advantages of my improved characterizing
check protector are readily perceived. Each
check protector has its own individuality and
the owner of a check protector can readily
identify the checks perforated by his pro-
tector. The advantages of assembling the
check protector and blank checks 37 in the
same folder, permits ready use of the check
protector, and also enables the owner thereof
to carry it in folded condition for pocket use.
When thus carried, the check holder may be
folded and secured by the flap 38, in the man-
ner well understood.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new and useful, of my own inven-
tion and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. In a safety device for protecting checks,
the combination of means having beveled lac-
erating faces for forming a plurality of in-

1,682,779

dividual lacerations in a check to be individ-
ualized, said lacerations being formed by
varying angular positions of the cutting faces
on said means. _

2. In a safety device for protecting checks,
the combination of means having beveled lac-
erating faces for forming a plurality of indi-
vidual lacerations in a check, said lacerations
being individually cut by varying the angu-
lar ‘positions of the cutting faces on said
means, and an inking device for supplying
ink to the cutting faces of said characterizing
means.

3. In a safety device for protecting checks,
the combination of groove members secured
in a folder, of a characterization check lac-
eration device carried in said groove members,
and means having angular lacerating faces
carried by said deviee for forming individ-

- ually differing lacerations in a check.

4. In a safety device for protecting checks,
groove members, a characterization check per-
forating or lacerating device carried in said
groove members, said device comprising
perforated plate and a perforating plate, pins
on said perforating plate, said pins having
beveled cutting edges arranged in differing
positions to thereby form differing characteri-
zation lacerations, and means for inking to
the edge portions of said lacerations.

5. A characterization check protector com-
pricing a bed plate provided with apertures
and a cooperating cover plate having indi-
vidualizing means for forming differing per-
forations at varying regular positions.

6. A characterization check protector com-
prising a bed plate provided with apertures
and a cooperating cover plate having indi-
vidualizing pins with beveled points, said
pins also grouped to represent initial letters.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand on this 29th day of March A. D.,
1926. ’

|

HARRY R. FIELDS.

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION.

Patent No. 1,6827779.

Granted September 4, 1928, to

HARRY R. FIELDS.

It is hereby certified that the above numbered patent was erroneously issued
to "The E. T. Burrowes Company, of Portland, Maine, a Corporation of Maine," as
assignee of the entire interest in said invention, whereas said patent should have
been issued to the inventor, said "Fields", as sole owner of said invention; and
that the said Letters Patent should be read with this correction therein that the
same may conform to the record of the case in the Patent Office.

Signed and sealed this 6th day of November, A. D. 1928.

(Seal)

M. J. Moore, -
“Acting Commissioner of Patents.
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teration. When the perforating members
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Fig. 6, for example, the ends thereof come in
contact with the inking pad 25 and thereby
carrying a small portion of ink with them to
be deposited on the lacerated edges. In the
figures illustrating my invention in this re-
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tions as well as in respect to the character of
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advantageously be carried in the folder 23
which also carries a collection of blank checks
for ready use, and the pins may be arranged
to form the initial letters of the owner.

From the description thus far given, the
advantages of my improved characterizing
check protector are readily perceived. Each
check protector has its own individuality and
the owner of a check protector can readily
identify the checks perforated by his pro-
tector. The advantages of assembling the
check protector and blank checks 37 in the
same folder, permits ready use of the check
protector, and also enables the owner thereof
to carry it in folded condition for pocket use.
When thus carried, the check holder may be
folded and secured by the flap 38, in the man-
ner well understood.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new and useful, of my own inven-
tion and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. In a safety device for protecting checks,
the combination of means having beveled lac-
erating faces for forming a plurality of in-
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dividual lacerations in a check to be individ-
ualized, said lacerations being formed by
varying angular positions of the cutting faces
on said means. _

2. In a safety device for protecting checks,
the combination of means having beveled lac-
erating faces for forming a plurality of indi-
vidual lacerations in a check, said lacerations
being individually cut by varying the angu-
lar ‘positions of the cutting faces on said
means, and an inking device for supplying
ink to the cutting faces of said characterizing
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3. In a safety device for protecting checks,
the combination of groove members secured
in a folder, of a characterization check lac-
eration device carried in said groove members,
and means having angular lacerating faces
carried by said deviee for forming individ-

- ually differing lacerations in a check.

4. In a safety device for protecting checks,
groove members, a characterization check per-
forating or lacerating device carried in said
groove members, said device comprising
perforated plate and a perforating plate, pins
on said perforating plate, said pins having
beveled cutting edges arranged in differing
positions to thereby form differing characteri-
zation lacerations, and means for inking to
the edge portions of said lacerations.

5. A characterization check protector com-
pricing a bed plate provided with apertures
and a cooperating cover plate having indi-
vidualizing means for forming differing per-
forations at varying regular positions.

6. A characterization check protector com-
prising a bed plate provided with apertures
and a cooperating cover plate having indi-
vidualizing pins with beveled points, said
pins also grouped to represent initial letters.
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