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13e it known that I, MAURICE SWITZER, a le neck, and, after it is so applied, it is 
citizen of the United States, residing at covered by a cover 3 of flexible materia. 
New York city, county of New York, all preferally paper, and of such length as to 

5 State of New York. have invented certain extend for some distance downwardly over 
new and useful Improvements in Closures the exterior surface of the bottle neck so as 60 
and Protecting Devices for Bottles, fully to cover not only the stopper 2, but also the 
described and represented in the following lip sund contigious portions of the bottle 
specification and the acco; mpanying dra W- neck, and thus protect the stopper and such 

10 ings, forming a part of the same. portions of the bottle neck at all times, ex. 
This invention relates to improvements cept when the bottle is actually opened. 65 

in closures and protecting devices for hot- against contamination or collection of dirt 
tles and like receptacles. In the following or foreign matter by exposure to the at 
description, the term “bottle will be used. nosphere, or contact with the hands of per 

15 for convenience, to include such like recep- sons who may be called upon to handle the 
tacles. bottle, or in any other way. Over the bot- 70 

It is the object of the present invention to tle neck thus closed by stopper 2 and cov 
provide a closure and protecting device of ered by flexible cover 3 is placed a seal 4, 
such a character as to preserve the lip and between which and cover 3 is preferably in 

20 contiguous portions of the bottle neck in a terposed a cap 5 of Some hard material, 
hygienic and otherwise clean condition, so preferably wood. The internal diameter 75 
that when the bottle is opened, and the con- of the upper portion of the cap 5 is slightly 
tents poured therefron, there will be no greater than that of the stopper 3 so as to 
anger of such polired contents taking lip receive not only said stopper, but also the . 

any impurities or foreign matter, which cover 3 and a ripping strip 6, which will be 
might be a monace to health or mar the ap- presently more fully described, the lower 80 
pearance of the poured contents, and which portion of said cap 5 being cut out or other 
will also be of such a character as to pro- wise Suitably shaped to receive a substan 
teet purchasers against deception by the tial portion of the upper end of the bottle 

30 passing off on them of bottles refilled with neck and also provide a shoulder 7, which, 
substitutes for the materials which the bot- by engagement with the lip of the bottle. 85 
tle is supposed to contain. limits the downward movement of said cap 
As a full understanding of the improve- and therefore of the stopper. This cap 5 

ments of the present invention can best be not only serves to hold the cover 3, stopper 
35 had from a detailed description of an or- 2 and (as will presently appear) ripping 

ganization embodying the same, such de strip 6 in position and to give a tastefull 90 
scription will now be given in connection shape to the upper end of the bottle, but 
with the accompanying drawings, in also, by reason of its engagement with the 
which- lip and lower portion of the bottle neck, 

40 Figure 1 is a vertical elevation of the up- serves to prevent accidental removal of the 
per portion of a bottle provided with a stopper 2. 95 
closure and protecting device embodying The seal 4 is preferably of paper but may 
the present invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical of any other suitable flexible material, 

To all whom it inctly concern. sterilized before its application to the bot - 55 

2 5 

section of the same. Fig. 3 is a horizontal which, like paper, will permit gathering in 
45 section on the line 3 of Fig. 2; and Fig. 4 of the lower end of the seal around the con 

is a view similar to Fig. 1, illustrating the tracted portion of the neck of the bottle 100 
... method of removing the protecting device below the shoulder or swell 8, and also per 
from the bottle preliminary to uncorking it. mit the securing of such lower portion of 

Referring to said drawings, 1 represents the seal to the bottle neck, as by paste or 
50 an ordinary bottle neck, which may be pro- other adhesive, which is the preferred 

vided with an internal or external stopper method of so securing it although any other 105 
as desired, an internal stopper 2, prefer- method may be adopted which may be suit 
ably of cork, being shown. This stopper. able for the purpose. 
whether internal or external, is carefully The ripping strip 6, heretofore referred 
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to, is of textile material, preferably tape, 
and consists of a narrow band, the upper 
end of which passes around stopper 2 and 
cover 3, the strip passing thence down 
wardly between the bottle neck and cap 5, 
and thence upwardly around said cap 5 and 
between it and the seal 4, and thence down 
wardly between the bottle neck and said 
seal 4. The lower end of the ripping strip 
6 extends downwardly beyond the seal 4 
and is secured to the bottle neck by a wafer 
9 or other suitable seal, a portion of its 
lower end being left free, to be grasped by 
the fingers, as shown by clotted lilies, Fig. 
1, when it is desired to open the bottle. 
The parts of this bottle closure and pro 

tecting device are applied to the bottle in 
the following manner. After the stopper 2 
and cover 3 are placed in position on the 
bottle neck, the upper end of the ripping 
strip 6 is placed over them as shown in Fig. 
2, and the cap 5 then placed over the stopper 
2, cover 3 and such end of the ripping strip 
6. The ripping strip 6 is then bent up 
wardly around the cap 5 and downwardly 
along the neck of the bottle to which the 
lower end thereof is then secured by the 
wafer or other sealing device 9. The seal 4 
is then placed in position over the cap 5 and 
tearing strip 6, and its lower portion pressed 
around and suitably secured to the bottle 
neck below the swell portion or shoulder 8 
thereof. 
In order to open the bottle it is necessary 

to first hreak the seal 4, and this is done by 
the use of the tearing strip 6 in the manner 
shown in IFig. 4. The upper portion of 
seal 4 can then be readily torn away and 
cap 5 renoved from the bottle neck, leaving 
the cover 3 still over the stopper 2 and up 
per end of the bottle neck. The person 
opening the bottle will then take hold of 
the stopper 2 and remove it from the bot 
tle, the cover 3 still remaining over the 
stopper 2 and being therefore interposed be 
tween his fingers and the lip and contigu 

1,038,023 

ous portions of the bottle. It is obvious, 
therefore, that up to the time of the removal 
of the stopper 2 the lip and contiguous por 
tions of the bottle are perfectly protected 
by cover 3, cap 5 and seal 4 against con 
tamination by exposure to the atmosphere 
or contact with the hands of the person who 
handles the bottle, or in any other way. It is 
also olivious that the tearing strip 6 not only 
facilitates the opening of the bottle, but 
also, by destroying the wafer 9 or other 
sealing device by which it is secured to the 
bottle, and the seal 4, so destroys the ap 
pearance of the bottle that it cannot be suc 
cessfully reused for the purpose of passing 
off of any substitute for the original con 
tents of the bottle. Another advantage of 
the device, due to the use of the cap 5, is 
that the use of a corkscrew for the removal 
of the stopper 2 is rendered unnecessary as 
the stopper may be left protruding from the 
bottle, as shown sufficiently to be conven. . 
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iently grasped by the fingers for with 
drawal. 
What I claim is:- 
A bottle provided with a stopper, a cover 

of flexible material extending downwardly 
over said stopper and the lip and lower 
contiguous portions of the bottle, a seal in 
closing said stopper and cover and secured 
about the neck of the bottle to prevent re 
moval except by rupturing it, and a cap of 
suitably hard materal interposed between 
said cover and seal, receiving the upper end of the stopper and suitably engaging the 
bottle to maintain its proper position there 
on and prevent accidental removal or dis placement of the stopper, substantially as 
described. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set 
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my hand, in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses, 

MAURCE SWITZER. 
Witnesses: 

A. WHITE, 
ANDREW J. GAGAN. 

  


