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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN SPENCER, OF OﬁICAGO, ILLINOIS.

IMPROVEMENT IN TOPS.

Specification formirg part of Letters Patent No. 149,354, dated April 7, 1874} dpplication filed
December 23, 1873,

~To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN SPENCER, of Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Ilhi-
nois, have invented a new and Improved Spin-
ning-Top; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which my invention appertains to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing forming part of this
specification, in which~—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a spin-
ning-top embodying my said invention, and
Fig. 2 is a vertical central section of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts in both figures of the drawing. -

The present invention relates to an improve-
ment on the Letters Patent No. 141,089, is-
sued to me, and dated July 22, 1873.

It was found with my former invention that
it needed much experience to spin the tops by
means of the cord and handle commonly used,
thereby rendering it more or less impractical
for small children to use. ‘

To overcome this difficulty I provide a re-
ceptacle, into which the ounter or principal top
isloosely placed; and to give the same the as-
cending movement requisite to disengage it
from the receptacle, when spun, I provide its
periphery with a spiral groove, into which the
vord is wound, and, by the unwinding of the
same, the principal top is made to revolve,
and by its movement it is elevated from the

a{"\ receptacle, and the centrifugal motion disen-

gages the cones one from the other and from
the principal, each falling to the floor and re-

1, \volving on their respective centers.

In the drawing, A represents the body of
the receptacle, which is made of hard wood,
and in the form shown, the base being en-
larged, to enable the same to retain an up-
right position when not in use. A’ is the
cover, which is fitted to the body A in such a
manner as to admit of being readily removed
when the tops are to be spun. The upper

portion of the body is provided with a conical
hollow, O, adapted to receive the principal top
C’, as shown in Fig. 2. The principal top C’

is made hollow, and adapted to receive a se-
ries of cones, ¢ b ¢ d, each (except the first,
marked a) provided with a conical cavity or
hollow, adapted to receive the adjacent next
smaller cone. " The lower end of each of these
cones are so shaped as to form a center, npon
which the same revolves when spun. IFisa

spiral groove, which is formed in and around .

the periphery of the principal top C’. This
groove is adapted to receive the cord G, one
end of which is loosely passed through a mor-
tise, 7, formed in the upper portion of the walls
of the receptacle A. The upper cone, @, is also
made hollow, as shown in Fig. 2; and provided
with a cap, 8, which is permanently attached

| thereto; the object being to remove a portion

of its weight, thereby rendering the same ca-
pable of being revolved by the centrifugal mo-
tion of the adjacent cone.

In spinning my top, the cord G is wound
around the periphery of the principal top €,
and within groove I?, allowing one end of the
cord to extend to the lower extremity of the
top. The cones being placed one within the
other, and within the prinecipal top, which is
then placed within the receptacle, allowing
one end of the cord to pass through mortise
I, (cover A/ being removed,) a jerking move-
ment is then imparted to the cord, which
causes the principal top to revolve, giving to
the cones a like motion, and as the cord is un-
wound the principal top is made to ascend,
thereby disengaging the same from the recep-
tacle, and by the centrifugal motion the cones
are thrown one from the other and from the
principal top, each falling to the floor and
revolving on its center.

Having described my invention, I claim—

In combination with the prineipal top ¢V,
provided with the spiral groove T and nest of
cones « b ¢ d, the receptacle A, provided with
the conical hellow C, adapted to receive the
principal top €/, and provided with the mor-
tise  to admit the cord, as specified.

JOHN SPENCER.

Witnesses:

N, H. SHERBURNE,
JAMES COLEMAN.
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