
Note: Within nine months from the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent, any person may give
notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to the European patent granted. Notice of opposition shall be filed in
a written reasoned statement. It shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been paid. (Art.
99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
1 

08
4 

84
1

B
1

��&������������
(11) EP 1 084 841 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
28.11.2007 Bulletin 2007/48

(21) Application number: 00120309.0

(22) Date of filing: 15.09.2000

(51) Int Cl.: �
B41F 27/12 (2006.01)

(54) Device for guiding a printing plate

Vorrichtung zum Festspannen einer Druckplatte

Dispositif pour le serrage d’une plaque d’impression

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 
MC NL PT SE

(30) Priority: 17.09.1999 JP 26401099

(43) Date of publication of application: 
21.03.2001 Bulletin 2001/12

(73) Proprietor: Komori Corporation
Sumida-�ku
Tokyo (JP) �

(72) Inventors:  
• Ueno, Yoshiyuki, �

Komori Corporation
Higashikatsushika- �gun, �
Chiba (JP) �

• Fujishiro, Shinichi, �
Komori Corporation
Higashikatsushika- �gun, �
Chiba (JP) �

(74) Representative: UEXKÜLL & STOLBERG
Patentanwälte 
Beselerstrasse 4
22607 Hamburg (DE) �

(56) References cited:  
EP- �A- 0 667 237 EP- �A- 0 730 955



EP 1 084 841 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

Background of the Invention

[Field of the invention]

�[0001] The present invention relates to a printing plate
guiding device for guiding a printing plate discharged
from a plate cylinder of a printing press.

[Prior art]

�[0002] Regarding a conventional printing plate guiding
device for guiding a printing plate discharged from a plate
cylinder of a printing press, it has been known a device
disclosed in Japanese Utility Model Registration No.
3032484.
�[0003] The printing plate guiding device disclosed in
Japanese Utility Model Registration No. 3032484 is pro-
vided at a location near a plate cylinder and comprises
a plate-�shaped guiding surface in order to guide a printing
plate discharged from the plate cylinder to a holding
member.
�[0004] In the printing plate guiding device disclosed in
Japanese Utility Model Registration No. 3032484, a bent
portion of the printing plate discharged from the plate
cylinder is apt to be hooked at an end portion at a plate
cylinder side of the plate-�shaped guide surface. In such
a case, the printing plate can not be discharged.
�[0005] A purpose of the present invention is to provide
a printing plate guiding device for certainly discharging
a printing plate attached at a plate cylinder.

Summary of the Invention

�[0006] To resolve the above drawbacks, a purpose of
the present invention is to provide a printing plate guiding
device for guiding a printing plate.
�[0007] Thus, the invention relates to a printing plate
guiding device (160, 260) as defined in claim 1.

Brief Description of the Drawings

�[0008]

Fig. 1 shows a schematic view of an embodiment of
a printing plate exchange device of a printing press
according to the present invention.
Fig. 2 shows a schematic view of an upper printing
plate exchange device as shown in Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 shows a partially enlarged view of the device
taken along a line III- �III in Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 shows a partially enlarged view of the device
taken along a line IV-�IV in Fig. 3.
Fig. 5 shows a partially enlarged view of the device
taken along a line V- �V in Fig. 2.
Fig. 6 shows a device taken along a line VI-�VI in Fig.
5.

Fig. 7 shows a schematic view of a lower printing
plate exchange device as shown in Fig. 1.
Fig. 8 shows a partially enlarged view of the device
taken along a line VIII-�VIII in Fig. 7.
Fig. 9 shows a partially enlarged view of the device
taken along a line IX-�IX in Fig. 8.
Fig. 10 shows a partially enlarged view of the device
taken along a line X- �X in Fig. 7.
Fig. 11 shows a device taken along a line XI-�XI in
Fig. 10.
Fig. 12 shows a step for exchanging a printing plate
in the upper printing plate exchange device.
Fig. 13 shows a step following the step as shown in
Fig. 12.
Fig. 14 shows a step following the step as shown in
Fig. 13.
Fig. 15 shows a step following the step as shown in
Fig. 14.
Fig. 16 shows a step for exchanging a printing plate
in the lower printing plate exchange device.
Fig. 17 shows a step following the step as shown in
Fig. 16.
Fig. 18 shows a step following the step as shown in
Fig. 17.
Fig. 19 shows a step following the step as shown in
Fig. 18.
Fig. 20 explains a maintenance operation to inspect
a surrounding portion of a rubber cylinder and a plate
cylinder.
Fig. 21 explains a maintenance operation to inspect
to a surrounding portion of an ink supply device.
Fig. 22A is enlarged view of an essential part of an-
other embodiment of a printing plate holding device
according to the present invention.
Fig. 22B is enlarged view of an essential part of an-
other embodiment of a printing plate holding device
according to the present invention.
Fig. 23A and Fig. �23B explain an operation as shown
in Fig. 22A.
Fig. 24A and Fig. �24B explain an operation as shown
in Fig. 22B.

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments of the 
Invention

�[0009] An embodiment of a printing press according
to the present invention is described with reference to
Fig. 1 to Fig. 11. Fig. 1 is a schematic view of a device
for feeding a printing plate to a plate cylinder of a printing
press, particularly to an offset sheet printing press. Fig.
2 shows an upper portion of the device as shown in Fig.
1. Fig. 3 shows a partial enlarged view of the device taken
along a line III-�III in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 shows a partial enlarged
view of the device taken along a line IV-�IV in Fig. 3. Fig.
5 shows a partial enlarged view of the device taken along
a line V-�V in Fig. 2. Fig. 6 shows a partial enlarged view
of the device taken along a line VI-�VI in Fig. 5. Fig. 7
shows a lower portion of the device as shown in Fig. 1.
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Fig. 8 shows a partial enlarged view taken along a line
VIII-�VIII as shown in Fig. 7. Fig. 9 shows a partial enlarged
view taken along a line IX-�IX as shown in Fig. 8. Fig. 10
shows a partial enlarged view taken along a line X-�X as
shown in Fig. 9. Fig. 11 is a drawing taken along a line
XI-�XI as shown in Fig. 10.
�[0010] As shown in Fig. 1, an upper plate cylinder 12
is provided at a location between a pair of upper right-
and upper left-�portions of the frames 11 of a printing unit.
The upper cylinder 12 confronts with an upper rubber
cylinder 14. On the other hand, a lower plate cylinder 13
is provided at a location between a pair of lower right-
and lower left- frames 11. The lower plate cylinder 12
confronts with a lower rubber cylinder 15. The upper rub-
ber cylinder 14 and the lower rubber cylinder 15 confront
each other and a printed medium such as a web member
is passed through the pair of the rubber cylinders 14 and
15.
�[0011] When ink and dampening water is supplied from
an ink supply device and a water supply device (not
shown) to the plate cylinders 12, 13, respectively, ink
corresponding to a picture pattern on plates of the plate
cylinders 12 and 13 is transferred to the rubber cylinders
14 and 15, respectively, so that double sides of a printed
medium are printed by passing between the rubber cyl-
inders 14 and 15.
�[0012] In the present embodiment, an upper printing
portion comprises the upper plate cylinder 12, the upper
rubber cylinder 14, the ink supply device and the water
supply device and a lower printing portion comprises the
lower plate cylinder 13, the lower rubber cylinder 15, the
ink supply device and the water supply device. [Upper
plate exchange device]
�[0013] As shown in Fig. 1, an upper plate exchange
device 100 is provided near the upper plate cylinder 12.
The upper plate exchange device 100 comprises the fol-
lowing components.
�[0014] At each upper end of the right- and left- frames
11, one end of a L-�shaped support arm 101 is supported
so as to rotate along the same rotational direction of the
upper plate cylinder 12. As shown in Fig. 2 and Fig. 3,
the opposite end of the support arm 101 is supported so
as to rotate along the same rotational direction of the
upper plate cylinder 12.

[Upper plate holding device]

�[0015] An upper plate holding device 110 is means for
holding a printing plate of a printing press according to
the present invention and supported between the support
frames 102 so as to rotate along the same rotational di-
rection of the upper plate cylinder 12. The upper plate
holding device 110 comprises the following components.
�[0016] As shown in Fig. 2 and Fig. 3, a supporting axis
111 is connected and supported at a location between
the support frames 102 so as to rotate along the same
rotational direction of the upper plate cylinder. Each end
portion of a pair of plate-�shaped guide frames 112, 113

arranged along an axial direction is connected and sup-
ported to a respective end of the supporting axis.
�[0017] As shown in Fig. 2 to Fig. 4, each opposite end
of the guide frames 112 (113) is connected and fixed at
a base end portion 114a (115b) of the first- (second-)
guide portion 114 (115) extending toward one end of the
guide frame 112 (113) substantially parallel to the longi-
tudinal direction of the guide frame 112 (113).
�[0018] A space is provided between the guide frames
112, 113 and the first guide member 114 so as to form
a stored portion 116a for storing a discharged printing
plate 2. When the upper holding device 110 is positioned
as shown in Fig. 2, one end of the discharged plate 2
stands on the base end portion 114a of the first guide
member 114 and a surface of the discharged printing
plate 2 is supported by the guide frames 112 and 113
and the opposite surface of the discharged plate 2 is sup-
ported by the first guide member 114.
�[0019] A space is provided between the first and sec-
ond guide members 114 and 115 so as to form a stored
portion 116b for storing a new printing plate 1. When the
upper plate holding device 110 is positioned as shown
in Fig. 2, a new printing plate 1 stands on the base end
portion 115b of the second guide portion 115, one surface
of the new printing plate 1 is supported by the first guide
member 114 and the opposite surface of the new printing
plate 1 is supported by the second guide member 115.
�[0020] In the above embodiment, means for storing a
discharged printing plate is constituted by the guide
frames 112 and 113, the first guide member 114 and so
on and means for storing a new printing plate is consti-
tuted by the first and second guide members 114 and
115.
�[0021] One end of a link plate 129 is connected and
fixed at the supporting axis 111. At the opposite end of
the link plate 129, a front end of an actuator 130 is piv-
otally connected. A base end of the actuator 130 is piv-
otally supported by the support frame 102.
�[0022] That is, in the case that the actuator 130 is ex-
tended, the supporting axis 111 is rotated though the link
plate 129 so as to switch the upper printing plate holding
device 110 including the guide frames 112 and 113 be-
tween a released position (as shown in Fig. 2) and an
operation position (as shown in Fig. 12) as described
below. In the embodiment, moving means comprises the
link plate 129 and the actuator 130.
�[0023] At a front end of the second guide portion 115,
a hooking member 115a is affected as a release member
and outwardly protruded from the guide frame 113. At
the guide member 114 between the guide frames 112
and 113, a plurality of guide rollers 117 for rotating along
the same rotational direction of the upper printing plate
cylinder 12 are provided along the longitudinal direction
of the guide frames 112 and 113 separated with a pre-
determined interval. At the guide frame 13, a contacting
plate 118 for restricting the new printing plate 1 sliding
along a width direction is attached through a bracket (not
shown).
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�[0024] At each outside surface of the confronting guide
frames 112 (113), a rodless cylinder 119 (120) is attached
as moving means wherein an axial direction of the cylin-
der 119 (120) is arranged along the longitudinal direction
of the guide frame 112 (113). A base end portion 121a
of a U-�shaped supporting member 121 of which an open-
ing end is confronting to a front edge of the guide frame
112 is attached to the rodless cylinder 119. The support-
ing member 121 can be slid along the longitudinal direc-
tion of the guide frame 112 between a position as shown
in Fig. 12 described below in detail and a stored position
as shown in Fig. 13 by the rodless cylinder 119. A length
of a connecting portion 121c is designed so as to position
a height of a front end 121b of the supporting member
121 at the same level of an extending portion of the guide
member 114.
�[0025] At the front end 121b of the supporting member
121, a base end of the guide member 123 is connected
and fixed, wherein a longitudinal direction is arranged
along a longitudinal direction of the guide frame 112. At
the front end 121b of the supporting member 121, a base
end of the hook 125 with a claw portion 125a provided
at a tip portion is affected as the discharged printing plate
holding member and supported so as to rotate along the
same rotational direction of the supporting axis 111.
When the longitudinal direction of the front end portion
121b of the supporting member 121 is arraanged toward
a direction as shown in Fig. 13 as described below, the
hook 125 is moved by the dead weight itself so as to
position the claw portion 125a at the base end portion
121a so that the claw portion 125a is advanced into the
stored portion 116a. When the longitudinal direction of
the front end portion 121b of the supporting member 121
is arranged toward a straight direction as shown in Fig.
2, the hook 125 is moved by the dead weight itself so as
to overlap the claw portion 125a on the front end portion
121b so that the claw proton 125a is going out from the
stored portion 116a.
�[0026] Thus, the hook 125 is located nearer than the
connecting portion 121c of the supporting member 121
with respect to a front end of the guide frame 112. In
other words, when the hook 125 is located in the stored
position, the hook 125 is positioned at an upper stream
side with respect to the base end 114a located at a down
stream end of the stored portion 116a in the discharged
printing plate storing direction. A length between a pivotal
point of the hook 125 and the base end portion 114a is
longer than a length between the pivot point of the hook
125 and the claw portion 125a. In other words, a length
between the above pivot point of the hook 125 in the
stored position and an end portion of the storing portion
116a at a down stream side in the discharged printing
plates storing direction is longer than a distance between
the pivot point and the front end portion of the hook 125.
�[0027] A stopper pin 127 is protruded and mounted as
a pivot restricting member at the front end portion 121b
of the support member 121 near the base end of the hook
125. The stopper pin 127 avoids for the claw portion 125a

of the hook 125 advanced to the stored portion 116a to-
ward the front end side of the guide member 123.
�[0028] On the other hand, the base end side 122a of
the U- �shaped support member 122 of which an opening
portion confronts toward the front end side of the guide
frame 113 is provided at the rodless cylinder 120. The
support member 122 can be slid between a stored posi-
tion as shown in Fig. 13 and a position as shown in Fig.
14 by the rodless cylinder 120. A length of the connecting
portion 122c is designed so as to locate the front end
portion 122b of the supporting member 122 slightly high-
er than the extending portion of the guide portion 115.
�[0029] The hook 126 having a claw portion 126a at the
front end is affected as means for holding a new printing
plate and pivotally supported by the front end 122b of the
support member 122 so as to rotate along the same ro-
tational direction of the support axis 111. When the lon-
gitudinal direction of the front end portion 122b of the
supporting member 122 is arranged toward a direction
as shown in Fig. 13, the claw portion 126a of the hook
126 is moved to the base end 122a by the dead weight
so as to advance the claw portion 126a into the stored
portion 116b. When the longitudinal direction of the front
end portion 122b of the support member 122 is arranged
toward a straight direction as shown in Fig. 2, the claw
portion 126a is moved by the dead weight so as to overlap
on the front end portion 122b so that the claw portion 126
can go out from the stored portion 116b.
�[0030] Thus, the hook 126 is located nearer than the
connecting portion 122c of the supporting member 122
with respect to the front end of the guide frame 113. In
other words, when the hook 126 is in the stored position,
the hook 126 is positioned at the down stream with re-
spect to the base end 115b which is positioned at an
upper stream with respect to the stored portion 116b in
a new printing plate supply direction. A length between
a pivot point of the hook 126 and the base end portion
115b is longer than a length between a pivot point and
the claw portion 126a of the hook 126. In other words, a
length between the pivot point of the hook 126 in the
stored position and an upper stream end of the stored
portion 116b in the new printing plate supply direction is
longer than a length of the pivot point and the front end
of the hook 126.
�[0031] A stopper pin 128 is protruded and mounted as
a pivot restricting member at the front end portion 122b
of the support member 122 near the base end of the hook
126. The stopper pin 128 avoids for the claw portion 126a
of the hook 126 advanced to the stored portion 116b to-
ward the front end side of the guide member 115. A press
plate 124 is affected as a contacting member and pro-
truded at a portion between the guide portions 114 and
115 of the connecting portion 122c of the supporting
member 122.

[Upper first plate guiding device]

�[0032] As shown in Fig. 2, each base end of a pair of
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pivot frames 141 of an upper first plate guide device 140
is pivotally connected and supported at a respective side
of the upper plate cylinder 12 with respect to the support-
ing axis 111 of the support frame 102 so as to rotate the
frame 141 along the same direction of the supporting axis
111. The upper first plate guiding device 140 comprises
the following components.
�[0033] At the pivotal frame 141, a fixed guide plate 142
for guiding a movement of a discharged printing plate 2
is attached. A front end of an actuator 143 is pivotally
connected to the pivotal frame 141. The support frame
102 is pivotally supported at a base end of the actuator
143. That is, the pivotal frame 141 can be rotated by
extending/�contracting the actuator 143 so that the pivotal
frame 141 can be rotated between a guide position for
guiding a new printing plate 1 and a discharged printing
plate 2 adjacent the upper plate cylinder 12 (as shown
in Fig. 12) and a shelter position (see Fig. 2) released
from the upper plate cylinder 12.
�[0034] A middle portion of a link plate 144 is pivotally
connected to the pivotal frame 141. A guide plate 145 is
attached at a front end of the link plate 144 and affected
as a straddle guide. A front end of the actuator 146 is
connected to a base end of the link plate 144. A base
end of the actuator 146 is pivotally supported by the piv-
otal frame 141. That is, the guide plate 145 can be moved
between a discharged printing plate guiding position (see
Fig. 12) and a new printing plate guiding position (as
shown in Fig. 14) by extending/�contracting the actuator
146 though the link plate 144 (described in detail herein
below).
�[0035] At a front end of the pivot frame 141, a rotational
axis 147 is pivotally supported so as to rotate along the
same rotational direction of the upper plate cylinder 12.
A base end of a support plate 148 is connected and fixed
at the rotational axis 147. Guide rollers 149 are rotatably
provided at a front end of the support plate 148. A U-
shaped turning plate of which a longitudinal direction is
arranged along the axial direction of the upper plate cyl-
inder 12 is connected to the rotational axis 147. One end
of a connecting plate 151 is connected and fixed at the
rotational axis 147. A front end of an actuator 152 is piv-
otally connected to the opposite end of the connecting
plate 151. A base end of the actuator 152 is pivotally
supported by the turning frame 141. The rotational axis
is rotated through the connecting plate 151 by extending/
contracting the actuator 152 so that the guide rollers 149
and the turning plate 150 can be moved.
�[0036] A positioning plate 153 for adjusting a position
of a printing plate along a width direction is attached to
the pair of turning frames 141.

[Upper second printing plate guide device]

�[0037] As shown in Figs. 2, 5 and 6, an upper second
printing plate guide device according to the present in-
vention is provided near the upper plate cylinder 12. The
upper second printing plate guide plate 160 comprises a

guide plate 161 as a guiding member and a plurality of
guiding rollers 162 pivotally provided at an end confront-
ing with the upper plate cylinder 12 of the guide plate 161.

[Upper press roller]

�[0038] As shown in Fig. 2, an upper press roller 171 is
provided near the upper plate cylinder 12 in order to ap-
proach to and released from the upper plate cylinder 12.

[Safety cover]

�[0039] As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, a safety cover 103
for covering the printing press according to the present
invention is provided for dividing at least one portion in
a space between an internal portion and an external por-
tion of the upper printing portion. In a shelter position of
the upper printing plate holding device 110 as shown in
Fig. 2, the stored portions 116a and 116b of the upper
printing plate holding device 110 are located at an exterior
side with respect to the safety cover 103 and the guide
frames 112 and 113, the rodless cylinders 119 and 120,
base end portions 121a and 122a of the support mem-
bers 121 and 122 and the upper first printing plate guide
device 140 positioned at a left side with respect to the
stored portion 116a of the upper printing plate holding
device 110 as shown in Fig. 2 at an interior side with
respect to the safety cover 103. Therefore, the safety
covers 103 provides a plurality of spaces 103a so as to
provide spaces 103a corresponding to the guide frames
112 and 113 of the upper printing plate holding device
110, the rodless cylinders 119 and 120 and base end
portions 121a and 122a of the supporting members 121
and 122.
�[0040] Thus, the safety cover 103 is pivotally support-
ed by the frame 11 through support members such as
the support arm 101, the support frame 102 and so on
so that at least one space formed between the pair of
frames 11 can be shifted from/to a closed position for
closing the space to/�from a released position for releas-
ing the space. The upper printing plate holding device
110 is supported by the safety cover 103 through the
support frame 102 in order to rotate the upper printing
plate holding device 110 to the operation position (as
shown in Fig. 12) relatively to the safety cover 103.
�[0041] A safety cover 103 formed between the left side
guide frame 112 and the right side guide frame 113 of
the upper printing plate holding device 110 is shorter than
a longitudinal length between the guide frames 112 and
113 of the upper printing plate holding device 110 so that
the safety cover 103 can be turned with the maximum
rotational radius smaller than the maximum rotational ra-
dius of the upper printing plate holding device 110.

[lower printing plate exchange device]

�[0042] As shown in Fig. 1, a lower printing plate ex-
change device 200 is provided near the lower plate cyl-

7 8 



EP 1 084 841 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

inder 13. The lower printing plate exchange device 200
comprises the following components.
�[0043] As shown in Figs. 7 and 8, a supporting axis
201 is supported at the left- and right- frames 11, wherein
an axial direction of the supporting axis 201 is arranged
toward the axial direction of the lower plate cylinder 13.

[Safety Cover]

�[0044] At the support axis 201, a safety cover 203 for
covering the printing press according to the present in-
vention is pivotally connected and supported, wherein
the safety cover 203 comprises opening portions 203a
and 203b and a slit 203c. The safety cover 203 is pivotally
supported by the frames 11 through the support axis 201
so that at least one space formed between the pair of the
frames 11 can shift between a close position for closing
the space and a release position for releasing the space.
The longitudinal distance of the safety cover 203 is short-
er than that of the guide frames 212 and 213 of the upper
printing plate holding device 210 as described below so
that the maximum turning radius of the safety cover 203
can be shorter than the maximum turning radius of the
lower printing plate holding device 210. As shown in Figs.
7 and 8, a safety cover 202 with opening portions 202a
~ 202c is fixed at lower portions of the left side and right
side of the frames 11.

[Lower printing plate holding device]

�[0045] At a side of the lower plate cylinder 13 of the
safety cover 203, a rotational axis 211 of the lower print-
ing plate holding device 210 is affected as means for
holding a printing plate in the printing press according to
the present invention and pivotally connected and sup-
ported so as to rotate along the same rotational direction
of the lower plate cylinder. The lower printing plate hold-
ing device 210 comprises the following components.
�[0046] As shown in Figs. 7 to 9, each end of a pair of
a plate-�shaped guide frames 212 and 213 is arranged
along the axial direction of the upper plate cylinder 13
and connected and fixed at the opening portions 203a
and 203b of the safety cover 203 of the rotational axis
211, respectively. In each slit 203c of the safety cover
203 of the rotational axis 211, one end of a plate-�shaped
support frame 217 is connected and fixed.
�[0047] At the opposite end of the guide frame 212
(213), a base end of the guide member 214 (215) ar-
ranged in parallel with the longitudinal direction of the
guide frame 212 (213) and extending toward one end of
the guide frame 212 (213) is connected and fixed. The
guide members 214 and 215 are outwardly protruded
from the opening portions 203a and 203b of the cover
203 so as to locate the lower printing plate holding device
210 at an exterior side with respect to the safety cover
203 as shown in Fig. 7 and form a space therebetween
in order to provide a stored portion 216b for storing the
discharged printing plate 2. A space is provided between

the guide frames 212 and 213 and the guide member
214 so as to provide a stored portion 216a for storing the
new printing plate 1.
�[0048] In the embodiment, means for storing a new
printing plate comprises the above described guide
frames 212 and 213 and the guide member 214 and
means for storing a discharged printing plate comprises
the guide members 214 and 215.
�[0049] One end of the link plate 229 is connected and
fixed to the rotational axis 211. The opposite end of the
link plate 229 is pivotally connected to the front end of
the actuator 230. A base end of the actuator 230 is piv-
otally supported by the safety cover 203.
�[0050] The rotational axis 211 is rotated by extending
and contracting the actuator 230 through the link plate
229 so that the lower printing plate holding device 210
comprising the guide frames 212 and 213 and the support
217 can move between a shelter position (as shown in
Fig. 7) and an operation position (as shown in Fig. 16)
described in detail hereinafter. The link plate 229, the
actuator 230 and so on constitute moving means in the
present embodiment.
�[0051] A contacting plate 218 for restricting the new
printing plate sliding in the width direction is attached to
the guide frame 213 through a bracket. The actuators
219 and 220 is attached at an exterior side of the guide
frames 212 and 213 with respect to a confronting surface
of the guide frames 212 and 213, respectively, wherein
the axial direction of the actuators 219 and 220 is ar-
ranged along the longitudinal direction of the guide
frames 212 and 213, respectively. A support device 221
is pivotally attached at a front end of a rod of the actuator
219 by extending and contracting the rod of the actuator
219 between the positions as shown in Figs. 17 and 18.
An extrusion member for extruding a new printing plate
is attached to the supporting member 221. The extrusion
member 223 is outwardly protruded from the opening
portions 202a and 203a of the safety cover 202 and 203
so as to position between the safety covers 202 and 203
and the guide member 214 when the lower printing plate
holding device 210 is positioned as shown in Fig. 7.
�[0052] A support member 224 is attached at a front
end of a rod of an actuator 220 so as to move between
positions as shown in Figs. 16 and 17 described blow by
extending and contracting the rod of the actuator 220. A
receiving member 224 for receiving a discharged printing
plate 2 is provided at the support member 222. The re-
ceiving member 224 is outwardly protruded from the
opening portions 202b and 203b of the safety covers 202
and 203 so as to position between the guide members
214 and 215 when the lower printing plate holding device
210 is positioned as shown in Fig. 7.

[Lower first printing plate guide device]

�[0053] As shown in Figs. 7 and 8, base ends of a pair
of frames 240a of the lower first printing plate guiding
device 240 are pivotally connected and supported at an
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upper side of the support axis 201 so as to rotate along
the same direction of the upper plate cylinder 13. The
upper first printing plate guide device 240 comprises the
following components.
�[0054] A rotational axis 241a of which the axial direc-
tion is arranged along the axial direction of the support
axis 201 is attached to the frame 240a. At the rotational
axis 241a, the base end of the rotational frame (not
shown) and a middle portion of a link plate 244 as a strad-
dle guide are pivotally provided. A fixed guide plate 242
for feeding the discharged printing plate 2 is provided at
the pivotal frame. A front end of the actuator 243 is piv-
otally connected to the pivot frame. A base end of the
actuator 243 is pivotally supported by the body frame
240a. The pivot frame is rotated by extending and con-
tracting the actuator so that the guide plate 242 can be
moved between a guide position near the lower plate
cylinder and guiding the new printing plate 1 and the dis-
charged printing plate 2 (see Fig. 16) and a shelter po-
sition released from the lower plate cylinder 13 (see Fig.
7).
�[0055] A guide plate 245 is affected as a straddle guide
and provided at a front end of the link plate 244. A front
end of the actuator 246 is connected at a base end of
the link plate 244. The base end of the actuator 246 is
pivotally supported by the pivot frame. The guide plate
245 can be moved between a position for guiding a dis-
charged printing plate (see Fig. 16) and a position for
guiding a new printing plate (see Fig. 18) by extending
and contracting the actuator 246 through the link plate
244 (described in detail hereinafter).
�[0056] At the front end of the pivot frame, a rotational
axis 247 for rotating along the same direction of the lower
plate cylinder 13 is rotatably supported. A base end of
the support plate 248 is connected and fixed at the rota-
tional axis 247. A guide roller 249 is rotatably provided
at a front end of the support plate 248. A substantially U-
shaped turning plate 250 of which a longitudinal direction
is arranged along an axial direction of the lower plate
cylinder 13 is connected and supported by the rotational
axis 247. One end of a connecting plate 251 is connected
and fixed at the rotational axis 247. A front end of an
actuator 252 is pivotally connected to the opposite end
of the connecting plate 251. The base end of the actuator
252 is pivotally connected to the pivot frame. Thus, the
rotational axis 247 is rotated by extending and contract-
ing the actuator 252 through the connecting plate 251 so
that the guide roller 249 and the turning plate 250 can be
moved.
�[0057] Positioning plates 253 for positioning a plate
along the width direction is provided at a pair of the pivot
frames, respectively. A cover 254 is provided at the pivot
frame.

[Lower second printing plate guide device]

�[0058] As shown in Figs. 7, 10 and 11, a lower second
printing plate guide device 260 is provided near the lower

plate cylinder 13. The lower second printing plate guiding
device 260 comprises a guide plate 261 as a guiding
member of which a base end is pivotally connected and
supported by the support axis 201 and a plurality of guid-
ing rollers at the end of the lower plate cylinder side (front
end) of the guide plate 261. The lower second printing
plate guiding device 260 can be moved between a guid-
ing position for guiding a new printing plate 1 supplied to
the lower plate cylinder 13 and a discharged printing plate
discharged from the plate cylinder 13 and a shelter po-
sition located far from the lower plate cylinder 13.

[Lower press roller]

�[0059] As shown in Fig. 7, a lower press roller 271 is
provided near the lower plate cylinder 13 so as to ap-
proach to and be released from the lower plate cylinder
13.
�[0060] In a shelter position of the lower printing plate
holding device 210 as shown in Fig. 7, the safety covers
202 and 203 locate the stored portions 216a and 216b
of the- lower printing plate holding device 210 at an ex-
terior side with respect to the safety covers 202 and 203
and the guide frames 212 and 213, the support frame
217, the actuators 219 and 220, base end of support
members 221 and 222 located at a left side with respect
to the stored portion 216a of the lower printing plate hold-
ing device 210 as shown in Fig. 7 at an interior side with
respect to the safety covers 202 and 203. Therefore, the
opening portions 202a, 202b, 203a and 203b and the slit
203c are formed at positions corresponding to the guide
frames 212 and 213, the support frame 217, the actuators
219 and 220, the base ends of the support members 221
and 222 of the lower printing plate holding device 210,
respectively.
�[0061] An operation for exchanging printing plates in
the upper printing plate exchange device 100 and the
lower printing plate exchange device 200 is explained
with reference to Fig. 12 to Fig. 19. Fig. 12 is a drawing
for explaining an exchange step in the upper printing plate
exchange device. Fig. 13 is a drawing for explaining the
next exchange step of the step in Fig. 12. Fig. 14 is a
drawing for explaining the next exchange step of the step
in Fig. 13. Fig. 15 is a drawing for explaining the next
exchange step of the step in Fig. 14. Fig. 16 a drawing
for explaining an exchange step in the lower printing plate
exchange device. Fig. 17 is a drawing for explaining the
next exchange step of the step in Fig. 16. Fig. 18 is a
drawing for explaining the next exchange step of the step
in Fig. 17. Fig. 19 is a drawing for explaining the next
exchange step of the step in Fig. 18.

[Upper printing plate exchange device]

[Shift to an operation position]

�[0062] In a printing operation, as shown in Fig. 2, the
upper printing plate holding device 110 is located in the
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shelter position by arranging the guide frames 112 and
113 and guide members 114 and 115 in a up-�down di-
rection. A downstream side of the stored portion 116a is
lower than the upstream side of the stored portion 116a
in the discharge printing plate storing direction. The up-
stream side of the stored portion is lower than the down-
stream side of the stored portion in the new printing plate
supply direction.
�[0063] Under the condition, a printing plate 1 of which
a tail end is arranged at a lower side is inserted into the
stored portion 116b between the guide members 114 and
115 of the upper printing plate holding device 110 with
the contacting plate 118 so as to store the new printing
plate 1 at the stored position.
�[0064] At the time, a longitudinal direction of the front
end portions 121b and 122b of the support members 121
and 122 of the upper printing plate holding device 110
are positioned toward a straight direction, the hooks 125
and 126 are going out from the stored portions 116a and
116b by the dead weight so as to overlap on the front
end portions 121b and 122b of the support members 121
and 122. The stored portion 116b is positioned at an ex-
terior side with respect to the safety cover 103. A shelter
position is located beyond the upper printing portion and
the downstream side of the stored portion 116b is lower
than the downstream of the stored portion 116b at the
operating position in the printing plate supply direction,
so that an operation for the stored portion 116b at the
shelter position can be operated at the exterior and lower
side with respect to the safety cover 103. A new printing
plate 1 can be inserted from an opposite side of a con-
tacting plate 118 of the stored portion 116b. Therefore,
a new printing plate 1 can be set into the stored portion
116b simply and easily.
�[0065] Since almost members except the stored por-
tions 116a and 116b of the upper printing plate holding
device 110 are stored at an interior side with respect to
the safety cover 103, an outwardly protruded volume
from the safety cover 103 is small. Therefore, an opera-
tion space can be utilized effectively so as to exchange
the printing plates conveniently.
�[0066] When the actuator 130 is contracted as shown
in Fig. 12, the upper printing plate holding device 110 is
moved to an operation position by turning the guide
frames 112 and 113 around the rotational axis 111 so as
to arrange the front end of the guide members 114 and
115 toward the upper-�plate cylinder 12.
�[0067] A downstream side of the stored portion 116a
is located higher than an upstream side of the stored
portion 116a in a discharged printing plate storing direc-
tion. That is, an opening portion of the support members
121 and 122 are downwardly inclined. The hooks 125
and 126 are moved so as to advance the claw portion
125a and 126a into the stored portions 116a, 116b. Under
the condition, the stopper pins 127 and 128 restrict such
a movement so that the claw portion 126a of the hook
126 can engage a tail end of the new printing plate so as
to prevent the new printing plate from falling.

�[0068] Simultaneously, the support member 121 is
moved from a position as shown in Fig. 2 to a front end
of the guide frame 112 (upstream side in the discharged
printing plate storing direction) as shown in Fig. 12 by
actuating the rodless cylinder 119 of the upper printing
plate holding device 110. The guiding device 140 is
moved to a guiding position by rotating the pivot frame
141 by extending the actuator 143 of the upper first print-
ing plate guiding device 140, then the guide plate 145 for
guiding the discharged printing plate 2 discharged from
the upper plate cylinder 12 to the stored portion 116a of
the upper printing plate holding device 110 by rotating
the link plate 144 by contracting the actuator 146.

[Storing a discharged printing plate]

�[0069] In the next, while the press roller 171 is moved
to the operation position, the upper printing plate cylinder
12 is pressed and simultaneously rotated along an invert
rotational direction so as to disengage the tail end of the
printing plates engaged by means for holding the end of
the printing plate of the upper plate cylinder 12 so that
the tail end of the discharged printing sheet 2 is going
out from the upper plate cylinder 12. Then, the discharged
printing plate 2 is guided between the guide plates 142
and 145 of the upper first printing plate guide device 140
and fed to the stored portion 116a between the guide
frames 112 and 113 and the guide member 123 of the
upper printing plate holding device 110 by forwarding the
tail end. The hook 125 is pivotally supported so that the
hook 125 is rotated by the tail end of the discharged print-
ing plate 2 while the tail end is fed. After the tail end of
the discharged printing plate 2 is passed through the hook
125, the hook 125 returned to an initial position (as shown
in Fig. 12) by the dead weight.
�[0070] A disengagement of holding the tail end of the
printing plate by the means for holding the edge of the
printing plate is operated at an upstream point nearer
than the edge confronting with the upper plate cylinder
12 of the guide plate 161 in an inverse rotational direction.
�[0071] By inversely rotating the upper plate cylinder
12, an engaged side of the discharged printing plate 2 is
approached to the upper first printing plate guiding device
140. Then, the means for holding the edge of the printing
plate disengage the engaged tail end of the printing plate
and the press roller 171 is moved to the shelter position
so as to be released from the upper plate cylinder 12 and
the actuator 152 of the upper first printing plate guide
device 140 is shortened. Thereby, the guide roller 149
and the turning plate 150 rotate counter clockwisely
around the rotational axis 147 as shown in Fig. 17. The
turning plate 150 moves the engaged end of the dis-
charged printing plate 2 toward an outward radius direc-
tion of the upper plate cylinder 12 so that the discharged
printing plate 2 can be certainly released from the upper
plate cylinder 12.
�[0072] After the discharged printing plate 2 is com-
pletely released from the upper plate cylinder 12, the

13 14 



EP 1 084 841 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

guide roller 149 and the turning plate 150 are returned
to the shelter position by extending the actuator of the
first printing press guide device 140. As shown in Fig.
13, the rodless cylinder 119 of the upper printing plate
holding device 110 are operated so as to return the sup-
port member 121 toward the base end of the guide frame
112 (downstream of the discharged printing plate storing
direction), the claw 125a of the hook 125 engages the
tail end of the discharged printing plate 2 and pulls the
discharged printing plate 2 upwardly to the stored posi-
tion of the stored port- �ion 116a formed between the guide
frames 112 and 113 and the guide member 123 so as to
store the discharged printing plate 2 in the stored position
of the stored portion 116a.
�[0073] At that time, the stopper pin 128 restricts the
hook 125 rotating toward the upstream side in the dis-
charged printing plate storing direction so that the dis-
charged printing plate 2 can be pulled up certainly. In
accordance with the movement of the means for dis-
charging a printing plate with the rodless cylinder 119,
the support member 121, the hook 125 and so on, even
if the bent engaged end of the discharged printing plate
2 released from the upper plate cylinder 12 is caught by
an end at the upper plate cylinder side of the guide plate
161 of the upper second printing plate guide device 160,
the engaged end of the discharged printing plate 2 can
be easily disengaged form the upper end of the guide
plate 161 by rotating the guide roller 162.

[Attaching a new printing plate]

�[0074] As shown in Fig. 14, the link plate 144 is rotated
by extending the actuator 146 of the upper first printing
plate guide device 140 so as to move the guide plate 145
to the new printing plate guide position for supplying the
new printing plate 1 hold in the stored portion 116b of the
upper printing plate holding device 110 to the upper plate
cylinder 12 and to move the press roller 171 at an oper-
ation position so as to press the upper plate cylinder 12.
Thus, the support member 122 is moved from the stored
position of the stored portion 116a to the front end of the
guide frame 113 (downstream in the new printing plate
supply direction), the press plate 124 contacts with the
tail end of the new printing plate 1 and the new printing
plate 1 is fed toward the upper plate cylinder 12 (down-
stream in the new printing plate supply direction).
�[0075] As described above, the support member 122
is moved toward the front end of the guide frame 113 so
as to feed the new printing plate 1 toward the upper print-
ing cylinde3r 12, the hook 126 is caught and contacted
with a catching portion 115a of the guide member 115
on the way so as to going out from the stored portion
116b. The tail end of the new printing plate 1 is unlocked
from the hook 126 so that the new printing plate 1 is fed
with positioning the width direction of the new printing
plate 1 by the left and right positioning plates 153 of the
supper first printing plate guide device 140 and stopped
by contacting the engaged end with the press roller 171.

�[0076] Continuously, the upper plate cylinder 12 is ro-
tated clockwisely, the new printing plate 1 is wound and
attached on the upper plate cylinder 12 from the engaged
end.
�[0077] Even if the safety cover 103 is not released, the
upper printing plate holding device 110 is moved from
the shelter position to the operation position so that the
printing plate can be prevented from falling to an inside
of the printing portion in an exchange operation.

[Switch to the shelter position]

�[0078] After feeding the new printing plate 1 as de-
scribed above, the pivot frame 141 is rotated by contract-
ing the actuator 143 of the upper first printing plate guide
device 140 as shown in Fig. 15 so as to move the guide
device to the shelter position. And the support member
122 is moved toward the base end of the guide frame
113 by actuating the rodless cylinder 120 of the upper
printing plate holding device 110 and the guide frames
112 and 113 are rotated by extending the actuator 13 so
as to move the printing plate holding device 110 to the
shelter position then the guide frames 112 and 113 and
the guide members 114 and 115 are rotated wherein the
longitudinal direction thereof is arranged along an up and
down direction. A downstream of the stored portion 116a
is located lower than the upstream of the stored portion
116a in the discharged printing plate store direction. The
upstream of the stored portion 116b is located lower than
the downstream of the stored portion 116b in the new
printing plate supply direction.
�[0079] The longitudinal direction of the front ends 121b
and 122b of the support members 121 and 122 of the
upper printing plate holding device 110 is arranged along
a straight direction, the hooks 125 and 126 is rotated by
the dead weight so as to go out from the stored portions
116a and 116b and overlaps the front ends 121b and
122b of the support members 121 and 122, respectively.
Further, the stored portion 116a is located at an exterior
side with respect to the safety cover 103 and the safety
cover 103 is positioned at a back side of the stored dis-
charged printing plate 2 so as to form a guide surface.
The shelter position is located beyond the upper printing
portion and a position at the downstream of the stored
portion 116b in the discharged printing plate storing di-
rection is lower than the operation position so that an
operation for the stored portion 116a in the shelter posi-
tion can be worked at the lower position at the exterior
side of the safety cover 103 protruded form the safety
cover 103. The discharged printing plate 2 can be pick
up from the stored portion 116a at the opposite side of
the contacting plate 118, the discharged printing plate 2
can be removed from the stored portion 116a without an
operator entering into adjacent printing units.
�[0080] Almost members of the upper printing holding
device 110 expect the stored portions 116a and 116b are
stored at an interior side with respect to the safety cover
103, so that an outwardly protruded volume of the safety
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cover 103 is small. Thus, a working space can be utilized
effectively and a printing plate exchange operation can
be improved more conveniently.

[Lower printing plate exchange device]

[Shift to the operation position]

�[0081] In printing, as shown in Fig. 7, the guide frames
212 and 213 and the guide members 214 and 215 of the
lower printing plate holding device 210 are arranged
along the up and sown direction so as to position the
stored portions 216a and 216b at the shelter position
which is at an exterior side with respect to the safety
cover 203.
�[0082] Under the condition, the tail end of the new print-
ing plate is positioned at the lower side and inserted into
the stored position of the stored portion 216a of the lower
printing plate holding device by contacting the new print-
ing plate with the contacting plate 218.
�[0083] The stored portion 216b of the lower printing
plate holding device 210 is located at the exterior side
with respect to the safety cover 203 and the safety cover
203 is arranged along the stored portion 216b so that an
operation for setting the new printing plate 1 with respect
to the stored portion 216a at the shelter position can be
worked at the exterior side of the safety cover 203 with
the protection of the safety cover 203. The new printing
plate 1 can be inserted from the opposite side of the con-
tacting plate 218 of the stored portion 216a so that the
new printing plate 1 can be set in the stored portion 216b
without an operator entering into adjacent printing units.
Thus, the new printing plate 1 can be easily set in the
stored portion 216b.
�[0084] Almost members of the lower printing plate
holding device 210 except the stored portions 216a and
216b are located at an interior side with respect to the
safety cover 203, an outwardly protruded volume is small.
Thus, working space can be utilized effectively and a
printing plate exchange operation can be improved more
conveniently.
�[0085] In the next, when the actuator 230 is contracted,
as shown in Fig. 16, the guide frames 212 and 213 and
the support frame 217 are rotated around the rotational
axis 211 so as to arrange the front end of the guide mem-
bers 214 and 215 toward the lower plate cylinder 13.
Then, the lower printing plate holding device 219 is shift-
ed to the operation position.
�[0086] Simultaneously, the pick-�up member 224 is
moved from the position as shown in Fig. 7 to a front end
of the guide frame 213 as shown in Fig. 16 by contracting
the actuator 220 of the lower printing plate holding device
210. The pivot frame is rotated by extending the actuator
243 of the lower first printing plate guide device 240 so
as to move the lower first printing plate guide device 240
at the guiding position. Thus, the link plate 244 is rotated
by shortening the actuator 246 so as to move the guide
plate 245 to a discharged printing plate guide position for

guiding the discharged printing plate 2 discharged from
the lower plate cylinder to the stored portion 216b of the
lower printing plate holding device 210.

[Storing a discharged printing plate]

�[0087] The press roller 271 is shifted to the operation
position and pressed on the lower plate cylinder 13, while
the lower plate cylinder 13 inversely rotated and the en-
gagement of the tail end of the printing plate 2 with the
means for holding the edge of the printing plate of the
lower plate cylinder 13 is released. Thus, the tail end of
the discharged printing plate 2 is going out from the lower
plate cylinder 13, the discharged printing plate 2 is guided
between the guide plates 242 and 245 of the lower first
printing plate guide device 240. The discharged printing
plate 2 is fed on the pick-�up member 224 of the stored
portion 216b between the guide frames 214 and 215 of
the lower printing plate holding device 210 from the tail
end.
�[0088] The disengagement of the tail end of the printing
plate by the means for holding the tail end of the printing
plate is operated at an upstream portion with respect to
an end portion confronting with the lower plate cylinder
13 of the guide plate 261 in a inverse rotational direction
of the lower plate cylinder 13.
�[0089] While the plate cylinder 13 is rotated inversely,
the engaged side of the discharged printing plate 2 is
approached to the lower first printing plate guide device
240. Then, the engagement of the engaged end of the
printing plate by the means for holding the edge- of the
printing plate is disengaged and the press roller 271 is
shifted to the shelter position for removed from the lower
plate cylinder 13 and the actuator 252 of the lower first
printing plate guide device 240 is contracted. Thereby,
the guide roller 249 and the turning plate 250 rotate coun-
ter clockwise around the rotational axis 247 as shown in
Fig. 16, the turning plate 250 feeds the engaged end of
the discharged printing plate 2 toward an outward radius
direction of the lower plate cylinder 13 so that the bent
engaged end of the discharged printing plate 2 can be
certainly disengage.
�[0090] After completely disengaging the discharged
printing plate 2 from the lower plate cylinder 13, the guide
rollers 249 and the turning plate 250 are returned to the
shelter position by extending the actuator 252 of the lower
first printing plate guide device 240. As shown in Fig. 17,
the pick-�up member 225 is returned to the base end of
the guide frame 213 by actuating the actuator 220 of the
lower printing plate holding device 210. In accordance
with such a movement, the discharged printing plate 2 is
moved to the stored position of the stored portion 216b
on the pick-�up member 224 between the guide members
214 and 215 and stored in the stored position of the stored
portion 216b while the pick-�up member 224 engages with
the tail end of the discharged printing plates 2.
�[0091] In accordance with such a movement of the dis-
charge means with the actuator 220 and the pick-�up
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member 224, even if the bent engaged end of the dis-
charged printing plate 2 disengaged from the lower plate
cylinder 13 is caught by the end at the lower plate cylinder
side of the guide plate 261 of the lower second printing
plate guide device 260, the engaged end of the dis-
charged printing plate 2 can be easily disengaged from
the end portion of the guide plate 261 by rotating the
guide roller 262.

[Attachment of the new printing plate]

�[0092] As shown in Fig. 18, the link plate 244 is rotated
by extending the actuator 246 of the lower first printing
plate guide device 240 so as to move the guide plate 245
to the new printing plate guide device for supplying the
new printing plate 1 hold in the stored portion 216a of the
lower printing plate holding device 210 to the lower plate
cylinder 12. And the press roller 271 is shifted to the op-
eration position so as to press the lower plate cylinder
13. The extrusion member 223 is moved to the front end
of the guide frame 212 by contracting the actuator 219
of the lower printing plate holding device 210, the tail end
of the new printing plate 1 is pushed by the pushing mem-
ber 223 and fed toward the lower printing plate cylinder
13 while the width direction of the new printing plate 1 is
accurately adjusted by the left- and right- positioning
plates 252.
�[0093] When the engaged end of the new printing plate
1 contacts with the press roller 171, the feeding operation
is stopped once. By rotating the upper plate cylinder 12
clockwisely, the new printing plate 1 is wound and at-
tached to the upper plate cylinder 12 from the engaged
end.
�[0094] At that time, although the safety cover 203 is
not released, the lower printing plate holding device 210
can be shifted from the shelter position to the operation
position so that tools can be prevented from falling into
an internal portion of the printing portion in exchanging
a printing plate exchange operation.

[Shift to a shelter position]

�[0095] After feeding the new printing plate 1 as de-
scribed above, the pivot frame is rotated by contracting
the actuator 243 of the lower first printing plate guide
device 240 of the actuator 243 so as to move the guide
device 240 to the shelter position. The extrusion member
223 is moved toward the base end of the guide frame
212 by extending the actuator 219 of the lower printing
plate holding device 210. The guide frames 212 and 213
are rotated by contracting the actuator 230 so as to move
the printing plate holding device 210 to the shelter posi-
tion. Thus, each component such as the guide frames
212 and 213 pass through the safety covers 202 and 203
and the opening portions 202a, 202b, 203a and 203b
and the slit 203c and are stored at an interior side of the
safety covers 202 and 203.
�[0096] At that time, the stored portion 216b of the lower

printing plate holding device 210 is positioned at an ex-
terior side with respect to the safety cover 203, an oper-
ation for the stored portion 216b at the shelter position
can be worked at the exterior side with respect to the
safety cover 203. The discharged printing plate 2 can be
pick up from the stored portion 216b at an opposite side
of the contacting plate 218, so that the discharged printing
plate 2 can be removed from the stored portion 216b
without an operator entering into adjacent printing units.
The discharged printing plate 2 can be picked up from
the stored portion very easily.
�[0097] Almost members of the lower printing plate
holding device 210 except the stored portions 216a and
216b are stored at an interior side with respect to the
safety cover 203, so that an outward protruded volume
of the safety cover 203 is small. Thus, a working space
can be utilized effectively and the printing plates can be
exchanged more conveniently.

[Maintenance of rubber cylinder and surrounding portion 
of the plate cylinder]

�[0098] In the case of inspecting a surrounding portion
of the plate cylinders 12 and 13 and the rubber cylinders
14 and 15, the safety cover 103 is opened as shown in
Fig. 20. Then, the support frame 102 integrally supported
with the safety cover 103 is rotated around the support
arm 101. The upper printing plate holding device 110 and
the upper first printing plate guide device 140 are pulled
from the frame 11. On the other hand, the support frame
240a of the lower first printing plate guide device 240 and
the guide plate 261 of the lower second printing plate
guide device 260 are rotated around the support axis
201, the lower first printing plate guide device 240 and
the lower second printing plate guide device 260 are
pulled from the frame 11 of the printing unit. Thereby, the
surrounding portions of the plate cylinders 12 and 13 and
the rubber cylinders 14 and 15 of the printing portion in
the printing unit can be released simultaneously with pro-
viding the working space at the surrounding portions of
the plate cylinders 12 and 13 and the rubber cylinders
14 and 15 so as to be inspected easily.

[Inspection of the surrounding portion of the ink supply 
device and a water supply device]

�[0099] In the case of inspecting the surrounding proton
of the ink supply device and the water supply device (por-
tion above the upper plate cylinder 12, portion beyond
the lower plate cylinder 13), the support arm 101 of the
upper printing plate exchange device 100 is rotated by
the frame 11 of the printing unit from a position as de-
scribed above as shown in Fig. 21, the upper printing
plate holding device 110 and the upper f-�irs-�t printing
plate guide device 140 are located above the frame 11
of the printing unit, the lower printing plate holding device
210 with the safety cover 203 is pulled out from the print-
ing unit by rotating the safety cover 203 of the lower print-
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ing plate exchange device 200 around the support axis
201. Thereby, the surrounding portion of the ink supply
device and the water supply device of the printing portion
of the printing unit can be released simultaneously pro-
viding a working space at the surrounding portion of the
ink supply device and the water supply device so as to
be inspected easily.
�[0100] Accordingly, the above described upper print-
ing plate exchange device 100 and lower printing plate
exchange device 200 can obtain the following effects.�

(1) Only the upper printing plate holding device 110
of the upper printing plate exchange device 100 is
shifted to an operation position, the claw portions
125a and 126a of the hooks 125 and 126 are ad-
vanced in the stored portions 116a and 116b. Only
the upper printing plate holding device 110 is shifted
to the shelter position, the claw portions 125a and
126b of the hooks 125 and 126 are going out from
the stored portions 116a and 116b, an insertion of
the new printing plate 1 into the stored portion 116b
and the pick-�up the discharged printing plate 2 from
the stored portion 116a can be operated very easily
without providing driving means for rotating the
hooks 125and 126. Therefore, although the structure
is simple, the pick- �up of the discharged printing plate
2 and the set of the new printing plate 1 can be op-
erated easily.
(2) At the shelter position, the downstream of the
stored portion 116a of the upper printing plate hold-
ing device 110 of the upper printing plate exchange
device 100 is located lower than the upstream of the
stored portion 106b in the discharged printing plate
storing direction, on the other hand, the upstream of
the stored portion 116b is located lower than the
downstream of the stored portion 116b in the new
printing plate supplying direction. At the operation
position, the downstream of the stored portion 116a
of the upper printing holding device 110 of the upper
printing plate exchange device 100 is located higher
than the upstream of the stored portion 116a in the
discharged printing plate storing direction and the
upper stream of the stored portion 116b is located
higher than the downstream of the stored portion
116b in the new printing plate supplying direction so
that the stored portions 116a and 116b at the shelter
position can be found a space at the lower level.
Thereby, although the printing portion is located at
a relatively high level, the printing plate 1 can be set
easily and the discharged printing plate 2 can be
picked up easily.
(3) Since the stored portions 116a and 116b of the
upper printing holding device 110 of -the upper print-
ing exchanging device 100 at the shelter position are
located beyond the upper printing portion, the new
printing plate 1 can be set easily and the discharged
printing plate 2 can be picked up easily even if the
upper printing portion is located at the relatively high

level.
(4) The stored portions 116a and 116b of the upper
printing plate holding device 110 of the upper printing
plate exchange device 100 at the shelter position are
located at the exterior side with respect to the safety
cover 103, so that the new printing plate 1 and the
discharged printing plate 2 can be set and dis-
charged without releasing the safety cover 103.
(5) Since the guide rollers 162 and 262 are provided
at the end of the guide plates 161 and 261 of the
second printing plate guiding devices 160 and 260
at the side of the plate cylinders 12 and 13, the dis-
charged printing plate 2 can be certainly disengaged
from the end of the guide plates 161 and 261 al-
though the bent end portion of the discharged print-
ing portion 2 is caught. Although the discharged
printing plate 2 is automatically discharged, the dis-
charged printing plate 2 can be discharged certainly
and the discharged printing plate 2 and the devices
can prevent from being damaged.
(6) Rotational axes of the lower first and second print-
ing plate guide devices 240 and 260 and the safety
cover 203 are equal, so that a working space can be
released by rotating these devices. Although the suf-
ficient space can not be prepared above the frame
11, the working space can be certainly prepared at
a portion surrounding with the plate cylinder 13 with-
out adding extra components.
(7) In order to move the stored portions 216a and
216b to the shelter position located at an exterior
side with respect to the safety cover 203 and the
operation position for connecting to the lower first
printing plate guiding device 240 located in the guide
position,� the lower printing plate holding device 210
is pivotally provided at the cover 203 so that the new
printing plate 1 and the discharged printing plate can
be set and picked up easily at the exterior side with
respect to the safety cover 203.
(8) The guide plates 145 and 245 of the fist printing
plate guide devices 140 and 240 guide the dis-
charged printing pale 2 to the stored portion 116a
and 216b of the printing plate holding device 110 and
210. The new printing plate 1 from the stored portions
116b and 216b are guided to the plate cylinders 12
and 13 so that the new printing plate 1 and the dis-
charged printing plate 2 can be straggled certainly.
(9) Without releasing the safety covers 103 and 203,
the new printing plate 1 can be supplied and the dis-
charged printing plate 2 can be stored by s-�hifting
the printing plate holding devices 110 and 210 from
the shelter position to the operation position. During
the printing plates exchanged, the safety covers 103
and 203 are located at a closed position so that the
tools can be prevented from falling into the frame 11.
(10) The printing plate holding device 110 and 210
are held with respect to the safety covers 103 and
203, the printing holding device 110 and 210 can be
released from the plate cylinders 12 and 13 simulta-
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neously with closing/ �opening the safety covers 103
and 203. The inspection effect can be improved.
(11) Almost members of the printing plate holding
devices 110 and 210 at the shelter position except
the stored portions 116a, 116b, 216a and 216b can
be stored at an interior side with respect to the safety
covers 103 and 203, so that an outward protruded
volume of the safety covers 103 and 203 is small.
The working space can be utilized effectively and
the printing plate exchange operation can become
more conveniently.
(12) When the discharged printing plate 2 is picked
up from the stored portion 116a of the printing plate
holding plate 110 or the new printing plate 1 is set
to the stored portion 216b of the lower printing plate
holding device 210, the safety covers 103 and 203
can be used as the guide surface so that setting the
new printing plate 1 and picking up the discharged
printing plate 2 can be operated easily with the simple
members. The manufacturing cost can be reduced.
(13) Since the maximum rotational radius of the safe-
ty covers 103 and 203 is shorter than the maximum
rotational radius of the printing plate holding device
110 and 210, the safety covers 103 and 203 can be
closed and opened easily without an operator crash-
ing on the safety covers 103 and 203 during the in-
spection.

�[0101] In the present embodiment, although the hooks
125 and 126 are pivotally provided at the front ends 121b
and 122b of the support members 121 and 122, as shown
in Fig. 22, instead of the hooks 125 and 126, it may be
provided hooks 125’ and 126’ capable of sliding in a pair
of slide grooves 121ba and 122ba formed at the front
end portion 121b and 122b of the support members 121
and 122, respectively.
�[0102] Regarding the hooks 125’ and 126’, when the
upper printing plate holding device 110 is switched to the
operation position, the hooks 125’ and 126’ are slid by
the dead weight so as to advance the claw portions 125’a
and 126’a in the stored portions 116a, 116b (see Fig.
23A, Fig. 24B).
�[0103] Regarding the hook 125’ advanced in the stored
portion 116a, the hook 125’ is pushed by the tail end of
the discharged printing plate 2 so as to go out from the
stored portion 116a by feeding the discharged printing
plate 2. At that time when the tail end of the discharged
printing plate 2 passes, the hook 125’ can slide into the
stored portion 116a again by dead weight (see Fig. 23B).
Regarding the hook 126’ advanced in the stored portion
116b, the hook 126’ is caught by the hooking member
115a of the guide member 115 on the way, the hook 126’
can be slid so as to go out from the stored portion 116b
(see Fig. 24B).
�[0104] In the embodiment according to the present in-
vention, although the hook 126 can be gone out from the
stored portion 116b by contacting with the hooking mem-
ber 115a of the guide member 115, instead of the hooking

portion 115a, the hook 126 can be caught by a magnet
member so that the hook 126 can be gone out from the
stored portion 116b by moving the hook 126.
�[0105] In accordance with a printing press guiding de-
vice according to the present invention, a rotatable roller
is provided at an end portion confronting to a plate cyl-
inder of a guiding member, so that the printing plate can
be easily discharged from the end portion even if a print-
ing plate is hooked by an upper portion of the guiding
member.
�[0106] In the case of automatically discharging a print-
ing plate by discharging means, the printing plate can be
certainly discharged. Thus, the printing plate and the
guiding member and so on can be prevented from being
damaged.
�[0107] Although only an exemplary embodiment of the
invention has been described in detail above, those skill
in the art will readily appreciate that many modifications
are possible without materially departing from the novel
teachings and advantages of this invention. Accordingly,
all such modifications are intended to be included within
the scope of this invention as defined in the following
claims.
�[0108] Having thereby described the subject matter of
the present invention, it should be apparent that many
substitutions, modifications, and variations of the inven-
tion are possible in light of the above teachings. It is there-
fore to be understood that the invention as taught and
described herein is only to be limited to the extent of the
breadth and scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. A printing plate guiding device (160, 260) for guiding
a printing plate (1, 2) comprising:�

a guide member (161, 261) for guiding a printing
plate (1, 2) discharged from a plate cylinder (12,
13), said guide member (161, 261) provided at
a location near said plate cylinder�(12, 13) on
which said printing plate is attached, wherein
said printing plate (1, 2) has a bent portion at an
end portion, an end portion of said guide mem-
ber (161, 261) confronting a peripheral surface
of said plate cylinder (12, 13) is located down-
stream of a location where said plate cylinder
(12, 13) releases said bent portion of said print-
ing plate (1, 2) with respect to a plate discharging
rotational direction in which said plate cylinder
(12), (13) rotates so as to discharge said printing
plate (1, 2); and
a rotatable roller (162, 262) at said end portion
of said guide member (161, 261) confronting
said peripheral surface of said plate cylinder (12,
13);

characterized in that the guide member (161, 261)
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is arranged to guide that surface of the printing plate
(1, 2) which comes into contact with the peripheral
surface of the plate cylinder (12, 13), and
when the bent portion of the printing plate (1, 2) en-
gages the end portion of the guide member (161,
261), through rotation of the rotatable roller (162,
262), the bent portion of the printing plate (1, 2) dis-
engages from the end portion on the guide member
(161, 261).

2. A printing plate guiding device (160, 260) as claimed
in claim 1, characterized in that said guide member
(161, 261) guides said printing plate (1, 2) held and
moved by a printing plate discharging means for re-
leasing said printing plate (1, 2) from said plate cyl-
inder (12, 13).

3. A printing plate guiding device (160, 260) as claimed
in claim 1, characterized in that when the bent por-
tion of the printing plate (1, 2) engages the end por-
tion of the guide member, the printing plate rotates
the roller (162, 262), and as a result of this rotation
of the roller, the bent portion of the printing plate (1,
2) disengages from the end portion on the guide
member (161, 261).

4. A printing plate guiding device (160, 260) as claimed
in claim 1, characterized by a swing plate (150, 250)
which removes the bent portion of the printing plate
(1, 2) from the plate cylinder (12, 13) by moving the
bent portion outward in the radial direction of the
plate cylinder, wherein the swing plate (150, 250)
returns to the pretreated position after the swing
plate removes the bent portion of the printing plate
(1, 2) from the plate cylinder (12, 13).

5. A printing plate guiding device (160, 260) as claimed
in claim 2, characterized in that when the bent por-
tion of the printing plate (1, 2) engages the end por-
tion of the guide member (161, 261), the printing
plate discharge means rotates the rollers (162, 262)
via the printing plate (1, 2), and as a result of this
rotation of the roller, the bent portion of the printing
plate (1, 2) disengages from the end portion on the
guide member (161, 261).

Patentansprüche

1. Druckplattenführungsvorrichtung (160, 260) zum
Führen einer Druckplatte (1, 2) mit:�

Einer Führungskomponente (161, 261) zum
Führen einer von einem Plattenzylinder (12, 13)
abgegebenen Druckplatte (1, 2), wobei die Füh-
rungskomponente (161, 261) an einer Stelle in
der Nähe des Plattenzylinders (12, 13) vorge-
sehen ist, an dem die Druckplatte befestigt ist,

wobei die Druckplatte (1, 2) an einem Endbe-
reich einen gebogenen Bereich hat und wobei
ein Endbereich der Führungskomponente (161,
261), der einer Umfangsfläche des Plattenzylin-
ders (12, 13) zugewandt ist, in Bezug auf eine
Plattenabgabedrehrichtung, in die sich der-
Plattenzylinder (12, 13) dreht, um die Druckplat-
te (1, 2) abzugeben, hinter einer Stelle angeord-
net ist, an der der Plattenzylinder (12, 13) den
gebogenen Bereich der Druckplatte (1, 2) frei-
gibt, und einer drehbaren Walze (162, 262) an
dem Endbereich der Führungskomponente
(161, 261), der der Umfangsfläche des Platten-
zylinders (12, 13) zugewandt ist,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß  die Führungskom-
ponente (161, 261) angeordnet ist, um die Fläche
der Druckplatte (1, 2) zu führen, die mit der Umfangs-
fläche des Plattenzylinders (12, 13) in Kontakt
kommt, und
sich dann, wenn der gebogene Bereich der Druck-
platte (1, 2) an dem Endbereich der Führungskom-
ponente (161, 261) angreift, der gebogene Bereich
der Druckplatte (1, 2) durch Drehung der drehbaren
Walze (162, 262) von dem Endbereich an der Füh-
rungskomponente (161, 261) löst.

2. Druckplattenführungsvorrichtung (160, 260) nach
Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß  die
Führungskomponente (161, 261) die Druckplatte (1,
2) führt, die von einer Druckplattenabgabeeinrich-
tung zum Freigeben der Druckplatte (1, 2) von dem
Plattenzylinder (12, 13) gehalten und bewegt wird.

3. Druckplattenführungsvorrichtung (160, 260) nach
Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß  dann,
wenn der gebogene Bereich der Druckplatte (1, 2)
an dem Endbereich der Führungskomponente an-
greift, die Druckplatte die Walze (162, 262) dreht und
sich der gebogene Bereich der Druckplatte (1, 2) als
eine Folge dieser Drehung der Walze von dem End-
bereich der Führungskomponente (161, 261) löst.

4. Druckplattenführungsvorrichtung (160, 260) nach
Anspruch 1, gekennzeichnet durch eine Schwenk-
platte (150, 250), die den gebogenen Bereich der
Druckplatte (1, 2) durch Bewegen des gebogenen
Bereiches nach außen in die radiale Richtung des
Plattenzylinders von dem Plattenzylinder (12, 13)
entfernt, wobei die Schwenkplatte (150, 250) in die
zurückgezogene Position zurückkehrt, nachdem die
Schwenkplatte den gebogenen Bereich der Druck-
platte (1, 2) von dem Plattenzylinder (12, 13) ent-
fernt.

5. Druckplattenführungsvorrichtung (160, 260) nach
Anspruch 2, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß  dann,
wenn der gebogene Bereich der Druckplatte (1, 2)

25 26 



EP 1 084 841 B1

15

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

an dem Endbereich der Führungskomponente (161,
261) angreift, die Druckplattenabgabeeinrichtung
die Walze (162, 262) über die Druckplatte (1, 2) dreht
und sich der gebogene Bereich der Druckplatte (1,
2) als eine Folge dieser Drehung der Walze von dem
Endbereich an der Führungskomponente (161, 261)
löst.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de guidage d’une plaque d’impression
(160, 260) destiné à guider une plaque d’impression
(1, 2) comprenant : �

un élément de guidage (161, 261) destiné à gui-
der une plaque d’impression (1, 2) évacuée d’un
cylindre porte-�plaque (12, 13), ledit élément de
guidage (161, 261) étant disposé à un endroit
proche dudit cylindre porte-�plaque (12, 13) sur
lequel ladite plaque d’impression est fixée, dans
lequel ladite plaque d’impression (1, 2) com-
prend une partie courbée à une partie d’extré-
mité, une partie d’extrémité dudit élément de
guidage (161, 261) confrontée à une surface pé-
riphérique dudit cylindre porte-�plaque (12, 13)
étant disposée en aval d’un endroit où ledit cy-
lindre porte-�plaque (12, 13) libère ladite partie
courbée de ladite plaque d’impression (1, 2) par
rapport à une direction rotationnelle d’évacua-
tion de plaque dans laquelle ledit cylindre porte-
plaque (12, 13) tourne de façon à évacuer ladite
plaque d’impression (1, 2) ; et
un rouleau rotatif (162, 262) au niveau de ladite
partie d’extrémité dudit élément de guidage
(161, 261) confrontée à ladite surface périphé-
rique dudit cylindre porte-�plaque (12, 13) ;

caractérisé en ce que  l’élément de guidage (161,
261) est agencé pour guider cette surface de la pla-
que d’impression (1, 2) qui entre en contact avec la
surface périphérique du cylindre porte-�plaque (12,
13), et
quand la partie courbée de la plaque d’impression
(1, 2) vient en prise avec la partie d’extrémité de
l’élément de guidage (161, 261), par la rotation du
rouleau rotatif (162, 262), la partie courbée de la pla-
que d’impression (1, 2) ne vient pas en prise de la
partie d’extrémité sur l’élément de guidage (161,
261).

2. Dispositif pour le guidage d’une plaque d’impression
(160, 260) selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que  ledit élément de guidage (161, 261) guide
ladite plaque d’impression (1, 2) maintenue et dé-
placée par un moyen d’évacuation de plaque d’im-
pression destiné à libérer ladite plaque d’impression
(1, 2) dudit cylindre porte- �plaque (12, 13).

3. Dispositif pour le guidage d’une plaque d’impression
(160, 260) selon la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce que , lorsque la partie courbée de
la plaque d’impression (1, 2) vient en prise avec la
partie d’extrémité de l’élément de guidage, la plaque
d’impression fait tourner le rouleau (162, 262), et en
conséquence de cette rotation du rouleau, la partie
courbée de la plaque d’impression (1, 2) ne vient
pas en prise de la partie d’extrémité de l’élément de
guidage (161, 261).

4. Dispositif pour le guidage d’une plaque d’impression
(160, 260) selon la revendication 1,
caractérisé par  une plaque basculante (150, 250)
qui retire la partie courbée de la plaque d’impression
(1, 2) du cylindre porte- �plaque (12, 13) en déplaçant
la partie courbée vers l’extérieur dans la direction
radiale du cylindre porte-�plaque, moyennant quoi la
plaque basculante (150, 250) revient dans la position
de retrait une fois que la plaque basculante a retiré
la partie courbée de la plaque d’impression (1, 2) du
cylindre porte-�plaque (12, 13).

5. Dispositif pour le guidage d’une plaque d’impression
(160, 260) selon la revendication 2,
caractérisé en ce que  lorsque la partie courbée de
la plaque d’impression (1, 2) vient en prise avec la
partie d’extrémité de l’élément de guidage (161,
261), le moyen d’évacuation de la plaque d’impres-
sion fait tourner le rouleau (162, 262) par l’intermé-
diaire de la plaque d’impression (1, 2), et, en consé-
quence de la rotation du rouleau, la partie courbée
de la plaque d’impression (1, 2) ne vient pas en prise
de la partie d’extrémité sur l’élément de guidage
(161, 261).
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