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2 Claims, (Cl. 46—10)

This invention relates generally to holders for packing
slips, invoices, and the like, and more particularly to a
transparent holder that visually displays the slip contained
in the holder. This application is a continuation of my co-
pending application Ser. No. 296,585, filed July 22, 1963,
now abandoned, for Transparent Folder for Packing Slips
and Invoices.

For efficient assembly-line packing of particles in car-
tons for shipment, each stage of the operation should be
performed in as short a time as possible. Heretofore, it
has generally been the practice either to print the ad-
dressee’s and sender’s addresses directly on the carton,
or to glue on a separate label including this information.
In addition to addressing the package in this manner, it
is usually required that an invoice be sent separately by
first class mail, to be attached separately to the package
by gummed tape or separate envelope, or be enclosed in-
side the package. The present invention significantly re-
duces the time and expense involved with the foregoing
practices by providing an inexpensive and simple holder
which can enclose an invoice, packing slip, or the like
and be quickly and rapidly secured on a package in a
manner visually displaying the addresses of the sender
and addressee on the packing slip or invoice. Thus, under
postal regulations the invoice can be shipped with the
package at no change in rate, eliminating the postage for
separately mailed invoices. Also, there is eliminated the
time involved in separately addressing the package either
by hand or by a label, separately mailing or enclosing the
invoice or packing slip, or searching inside the package
to find the packing slip when the shipment arrives at its
destination.

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to
provide a holder for readily receiving and enclosing
printed subject maiter such as a packing slip, and which
can be guickly and easily secured to a carton or other
package while exposing the printed matter for ready vis-
ual inspection.

Another object of the invention is to provide a holder
of the character described which substantially reduces the
time involved in addressing various packages, eliminates
the cost of first class postage on duplicate invoicing, and
eliminates the time involved in separately addressing or
separately enclosing a packing slip or invoice in addition
to addressing the shipment with which the invoice or slip
is concerned.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a holder which in addition to receiving a packing slip or
the like and visually displaying same is further suitable
for ready securance to a cardboard furniture tag or the
like whereby the holder and tag can be tied to a piece of
furniture by a strand of wire or the like.

Still another object is to provide a holder of the type
described which is very inexpensive and simple to manu-
facture.

The invention possesses other objects and features of
advantage, some of which, with the foregoing, will be set
forth in the following description of the preferred form of
the invention which is illustrated in the drawing accom-
panying and forming part of the specification. It is to be
understood, however, that variations in the showing made
by the said drawing and description may be adopted
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within the scope of the invention as set forth in the claims.

FIGURE 1 is a front view of a holder embodying the
present invention shown mounted on the side of a package
and enclosing a packing slip;

FIGURE 2 is a cross sectional view taken along the
plane of line 2—2 shown in FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the holder of FIG-
URE 1 shown prior to mounting on a package;

FIGURE 4 is a front view of an alternative embodi-
ment of a holder embodying the present invention, shown
prior to mounting on a package;

FIGURE 5§ is a cross sectional view taken along the
plane of line 5—35 shown in FIGURE 4;

FIGURE 6 shows a front view of the holder of FIG-
URE 3 folded and secured to a furniture tag, and enclos-
ing a packing slip;

FIGURE 7 shows a rear view of the holder of FIG-
URE 3 as secured to a furniture tag, but prior to being
folded into the configuration shown in FIGURE 6;

FIGURE 8 is a view similar to FIGURE 7, with the
holder being folded once, and depicting the first step in
providing the form shown in FIGURE 6; and

FIGURE 9 is a rear view of the holder as shown in
FIGURE 6.

Regarding now the embodiment of the invention shown
in FIGURES 1-3 of the drawing, there is depicted in
FIGURES 1 and 2 of a holder 11 mounted on the side 12
of a carton 13, with a packing slip 14 enclosed within
the holder. As is seen, the holder includes a transparent
front sheet 16 which enables the addresses on the pack-
ing slip 14 to be inspected visually without removal from
the holder, whereby the slip 14 can be utilized for mail-
ing and shipping purposes. -

The holder 11 is shown in FIGURE 3 as it appears
prior to mounting on the side of the carton 13 or similar
package, and is seen to include a back sheet 17 disposed
in overlying relation to a portion of the front sheet 16
and secured adjacent three of its side edges to the corre-
sponding edge portions of the front sheet. The back sheet
17 is of less height than the front sheet 16 so that the
remaining portion 18 of the front sheet extends beyond
the upper edge 19 of the back sheet, and the edge 19 is
adapted to be separated from the front sheet. Consequent-
1y, the packing slip 14 is quickly and easily inserted into
the holder through the opening adjacent the edge 19.

Means for mounting the holder 11 include a pair of
adhesive layers 21 and 22 disposed respectively on the
exposed side of the back sheet 17 and the similarly facing
side of the front sheet portion 18. Preferably, pressure
sensitive adhesive is used with cover strips 23 and 24
being disposed protectively over the adhesive layers. Thus
in order to mount the holder with the packing slip therein,
the two strips 23 and 24 are removed to expose the adhe-
sive layers, after which the holder is simply pressed
against the side of the carton 13.

The construction of the holder 11 as shown in FIG-
URES 1-3 comprises a single sheet of transparent mate-
rial such as polyethylene folded over along the edge 26
of the holder. Other transparent materials such as Mylar,
cellophane, or the like can also be used if desired. The
side edges 27 and 28 are secured together preferably by
heat sealing, although a suitable adhesive can alterna-
tively be used.

From the above description, it will be appreciated that
the holder of the invention enables a quick and rapid
securance of a packing slip or invoice to a package in
such a manner that the packing slip will also act as an
address label so that it is not necessary to provide a sep-
arate Jabel. More particularly, to both enclose the pack-
ing slip and provide the address label, it is only necessary
to insert the packing slip into the envelope so that the
address shows through its transparent front wall and then
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remove the adhesive backings 23 and 24 from the holder
and apply it to the package. Because the adhesive on the
front wall of the package is -adjacent the pocket opening,
and the adhesive on the back wall covers a substantial
portion of the back wall’s surface, the application of the
holder to the package will result in the holder and pack-
age cooperation to provide a closure for the pocket. Thus,
because of the particular placement of the two adhesive
areas on the holder of the instant invention, the necessity
of providing a separate means for closing the pocket is
eliminated.

In the embodiment shown in FIGURES 4 and 5 the
construction of the holder 1ia depicted therein is modi-
fied as compared with the holder 11. Instead of the front
and back sheets 164 and 17a being formed from a single
folded sheet, the back sheet 17a is formed of a laminate
of paper 29 with a thin polyethylene layer 31, overlying
and secured to the inner side of the paper 29. The front
sheet 16a is formed of transparent polyethylene and heat
sealed to the.layer 31 of the back sheet 274 along the
three edges 264, 27a, and 28a of the holder 11a. In con-
structing the holder 114 as just described, the front sheet
16a can be made from polyethylene sheeting of about
3 to 6 millimeter thickness, as are the sheets preferably
used for the holder 11, but the layer 31 can be of only
1 millimeter thickness, thus reducing the amount of plas-
tic' needed for the holder 11a as compared to the holder
11. The adhesive layers and protective strips used for the
holder 11aq are the same as described for the holder 11.

Regarding now another embodiment of the invention
as depicted in FIGURES 6-9, it is often required that the
instant holder be secured to a piece of furniture or the
like. with which it is not desirable to have the adhesive
contact the furpiture. The instant holder can be suitably
folded to mount quickly and neatly on to a conventional
furniture tag 32 as hereinafter described. In particular,
the holder 11 as described above is shown in FIGURE 7
with the strip 23 removed and with the tag 32 adhered
thereto and having an end portion 33 extending beyond
the edge 28 of the holder. A wire or string 34 is tied to
the hole 36 in the tag 32 in a conventional manner, and
can secure the tag to a piece of furniture or equipment
to be shipped. A packing slip 14 is enclosed in the holder
as already described. In FIGURE 8, the strip 24 has been
removed, and the upper portion 37 of the holder has been
folded along a line 38 with the adhesive strip' adhering
to the tag 32 and the sheet 17. Then, as shown in FIG-
URE 9, the portion of the holder adjacent the edge 29 is
folded along the line 39 with the adhesive layer 21 se-
curing it in its folded position. FIGURE 6 ‘depicts the
holder and tag shown in FIGURE 9, only from the front
side, with the packing slip 14 being visible through the
front sheet.

From the foregoing it is evident that the instant holder
provides a quick, inexpensive, and simple means for en-
closing and mounting invoices or the like on various types
of packages or equipment, and which reduces much of the
time and expense heretofore required in ordinary pack-
aging and shipping operations.

What is claimed is:

1. A packing slip holder comprising a thin rectangular
flexible transparent sheet folded along a line parallel to
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the end edges of the sheet and forming front and rear
panels overlying one another with their side edges coter-
minous, means connecting said side edges together, said
fold forming a closed bottom end for ‘the holdler, said
front panel having at the end opposite of the fold a por-
tion extending upwardly and beyond the adjacent end of
the tear panel, said latter end of the rear panel being
unconnected with the front panel between the connected
side edges to permit insertion or withdrawal of a pack-
ing slip between the panels, a layer of pressure sensitive
adhesive material on the exposed side of said rear panel
adjacent said folded end and extending for the full width
of the panel and covering a substantial area thereof, a
strip of sheet material on the exposed side of said rear
panel coextensive with and completely covering the layer
of adhesive material, a layer of pressure sensitive adhe-
sive material on the: inner side: of said front panel ‘on
said upwardly extending portion adjacent the upper edge
thereof and adjacent said unconnected end of said rear
panel and being spaced therefrom, said layer extending
for the full width of the panel, and.a strip of sheet ma-
terial coextensive with and completely covering said lat-
ter adhesive layer.

2. A packing slip holder comprising a front panel and
a rear panel with the lower end portion of each panel
connected to define a closed bottom for the holder, said
panels overlying one another with their side edges coter-
minous, means connecting said side’ edges together, said
front panel having at the end opposite of said bottom a
generally rectangular portion extending upwardly and be-
yond the adjacent end of the rear panel, said latter end
of the rear panel being parallel to the distal end of said
front panel between the connected side edges to permit
insertion or withdrawal of ‘a packing slip between the
panels, a generally rectangular layer: of pressure sensitive
adhesive material on the exposed side of said rear panel
adjacent said: closed bottom and extending. for the: full
width of said rear panel, a removable protective strip of
sheet material coextensive with and completely cover-
ing said adhesive layer, a generally rectangular layer of
pressure sensitive adhesive material on the inner side of
said upwardly extending portion of said front panel ad-
jacent the upper distal end thereof and adjacent said un-
connected end of said rear panel and being spaced there-
from, said latter adhesive layer extending for the full .
width of said front panel, and a removable protective strip
of sheet material coextensive ‘with and completely cover-
ing said latter adhesive layer.
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