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1. 

This invention relates in general to drain 
boards, and, more particularly, to drain boards 
used in kitchens and the like where the rear 
longitudinal edge of the drain board is set against 
a Wall Surface. 
Cie object of Iny invention is to provide a 

composite drain board of improved construction 
and design which will not warp and which will 
be capable of rendering long and satisfactory 
Service under all customary conditions and usage 
to which kitchen drain boards in general are Sub 
jected, 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an improved drain board Which can be easily 
Set in place and permanently, installed With a 
raininum of expenditure of time, and labor. 
A related object is to provide a pre-fabricated 

and pre-formed drain board strip which can con 
Veniently and readily be cut to a desired size to 
fit the required location by anyone possessed of 
Ordinary ability in Carpentry. 
A further object of this invention is to pro 

wide an improved drain board consisting of a 
composite pre-fabricated, pre-formed and lami 
nated strip which will be practical to fabricate 
as well as to install, which can be produced at 
moderate cost to meet a popular demand, and 
Which Will offer Several advantages. Over various 
types of drain boards of heretofore custoniary 
Construction. 
These objects and other incidental advantages 
achieve by constructing my improved drain 

board from composite laminated material having 
Special water-proof surfacing, the composite ma 
terial being pre-formed in Such manner. So as 
to be specially Suitable for a drain board and 
capable of being sawed to the desired size, and 
furthermore, formed, reinforced and set up in 
the manner hereinafter briefly explained with 
reference to the accompanying drawings. 

In the dra Wings: 
Fig. 1 is a top plan view of my pre-fabricated 

drain board Strip; 
Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of the same; 
Fig. 3 is a cross section of the strip taken on 

line 3-3 of Fig. 1, but drawn on a larger Scale; 
Fig. 4 is a further enlarged fragmentary por 

tion of the Section of Fig. 3 illustrating the ani 
nations in the composite board of Which the 
main portion of the drain board strip is made; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a portion of the 
complete drain board made and installed in ac 
cordance with my invention; and 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view on line 6-5 of Fig. 5. 
Referring to Eigs. 1 to 4 inclusive, my pre 
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2 
fabricated drain board strip comprises a laini 
nated pre-formed composite board indicated in 
general by the reference character , having a 
plurality of equally and Suitably spaced trans 
Versely-extending bottom ribs 5 and a rear ion 
gitudinally-extending structural member 6. 
The body of the composite board is preferably, 

though not necessarily, formed of plywood lami 
nations 2 (Fig. 4) With the grain of the various 
laminations arranged at right angles respec 
tively, the plies being held together by Suitable 
Water-proof glue. The entire top and botton 
surfaces of the body or core are covered with a 
facing of Water-proof material Suitable for drain 
board Surfacing and Capable of being pressed 
into the desired shape together With the core. 
These top and bottom facings 3 and A may, for 
example, consist of plastic Surfacing materials 
Which are Well known on the market and are at 
the present time being used extensively for the 
Surfacing of drain boards, restaurant counters, 
etc., or other Suitable formaldehyde resin prod 
lucts in moldable sheet form may be employed 
for the top and bottom facings. The entire 
board is preferably pressed into the desired shape 
in a single pressing operation, being held in the 
preSS until the material and laminating gue 
have become firmly set, or, if preferred, the 
core. portion can first be pre-formed and the top 
and bottom facings applied to the core by simi 
lar preSSure until the core and facings become 
a strong pre-formed composite unit. 
The final shape into which the composite board, 

With its top and bottom water-proof surfacing, 
is formed, is shown in Fig. 3. Thus the front 
longitudinal edge is turned downwardly so as 
to terminate in a substantially vertical downward 
overhang or front wall. The intervening portion 
between-this front wall and the main top section 
is . Curved and rounded convexly on the top or 
outside So as to avoid any sharp or abrupt ridge 
or edge along the top of the drain board. The 
longitudinal lear edge of the composite board 
is turned concavely on the top or outside and 
extended upwardly for a substantial distance pref 
erably sloping slightly forwardly as shown at 3 
in Fig. 3 and then is given a second turn convexly 
On the top or outside so as to terminate in a sub 
stantially horizontal rearwardly-extending ledge 
Section 9, the intervening portion between the 
main top section and the upwardly-extending 
rear Wall Section 8 being curved, and the inter 
Vening portion between the rear wall section S 
and the top rear ledge 9 being similarly, though 
Oppositely, curved and rounded. Thus all corners 
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or abrupt edges in the entire surface extent of 
the composite drain board are avoided, the rea 
Son for this being obvious. 
In the pre-forming of the composite board 

the angularity of the downwardly-extending front 
wall 7 with respect to the main top or central 
section of the composite board, and likewise the 
angularity of the upwardly-extending rear wall 
Section 8 with respect to the main Central Section 
is made such that the main top or central Section 
of the composite board in the pre-fabricated drain. 
board strip will have a slight slope from the hor 
izontal, thus sloping slightly downwardly from 
front to back. This top slope Will be observed in 
Fig. 3, the broken line ac in Fig. 3 indicating the 
true horizontal line and thus showing the actual 
rearward slope of the top main portion. This 
sloping of the main top surface in the finished 
drain board is an additional feature of my 
improved drain board, and, as evident, when my 
drain board is installed, Water or other liquid 
spilled on the drain board will drain towards the 
rear first instead of running off of the front of 
the drain board and on to the floor. 
The spaced ribs 5, which may be made either 

from solid strips of wood or from laminated strips 
as shown in the drawings, are made to conform 
to the shape and slope of the main top section 
and of the front, Wall section of the composite 
board and thus, as apparent from Fig. 3 these 
transversely-extending ribs 5 are formed with a 
constant taper and are thicker through from top 
to botton at the front than at the rear. The 
ribs 5 are Secured in place on the underside of 
the composite board by suitable screws 0. The 
ribs 5 are also made with a recess 2) on the 
under side at the front ends, the top wall of the 
recess extending in Substantially the same hori 
Zontal longitudinal plane as the bottom edge of 
the front Wall portion T. - 
The final member of my pre-fabricated drain 

board strip consists of the rear, longitudinally 
extending structural member 6 disposed vertically 
On one side edge and which also may be made 
either from a solid Wooden strip or from a lam 
inated Strip as shown in the drawings and which 
is Secured to the rear Wall portion 8 of the com 
posite board and to the rear ends of the ribs 5 
by Suitable Screws ff. It will be noted from Fig. 
3 that the rear edge of the top ledge section 9 
extends a Substantial distance beyond the rear 
face of the longitudinal structural member 6, 
the reason for which will be apparent later. 
The pre-fabricated drain board strip, made as 

described, is easily cut to fit the desired location 
and then quickly and easily secured in place as 
a permanent drain board in the manner now to 
be explained. Since the pre-fabricated drain 
board strip is readily sawed, the strip is first cut 
to the proper length from any standard length 
in Which the drain board strip may be manu 
factured. Then, if necessary, longitudinal saw 
ing along the rear edge of the top ledge section 
is done. Such longitudinal sawing may be nec 
eSSary in the event there are variations in the 
building wall surface against which the finished 
drain board is to be placed or in the event the 
pre-fabricated drain board strip is slightly too 
wide for the counter or other underlying support 
to which the drain board is to be secured. When 
Such necessary sawing has been completed longi 
tudinal edging strips 2 and 3 are preferably 
Secured along the front and rear longitudinal 
edges respectively, the edging strip 2 extending 
Over the bottom edge of the front wall section 7 
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4. 
and over the recesses at the front ends of the 
ribs 5 and the edging strip 3 extending along 
the rear edge of the top ledge section 9. These 
strips 2 and 3 may be of metal or plastic and 
their purpose is not only to give an Ornamental 
and protective edging along the two longitudinal 
edges of the drain board strip, thus edging the 
exposed Surface of the drain board, but also to 
reduce the possibility of any moisture entering 
into the edges of the composite board f. If 
desired, of course, a Water-proof coating of plas 
tic paint or other Water-proof material could be 
applied along these edges in lieu of the Strips, 
but the use of metal or plastic strips I consider 
preferable. 
With my pre-fabricated drain board strip 

sawed to the proper size for the desired installa 
tion, the permanent securing of the same in place 
is easily accomplished in a few minutes. Thus 
When the drain board is to be supported on the 
top of a counter or cabinet frame, such as the 
frame 8 in Figs. 5 and 6, screws is are driven 
through the lower portion of the longitudinal 
Structural member 6 between the ribs 5 and into 
the building Wall, thus causing the top ledge 9 to 
be held firmly pressed against the wall, then 
Screws 6 are driven through the top transverse 
structural members 7 in the supporting cabinet 
frame and into the ribs 5 of the drain board 
Strips, thus Securing the drain board firmly to 
the top of the supporting frame. Since it is 
customary and desirable to have a drain board 
extend out beyond the front wall of the cabinet 
or counter on which it is mounted, my pre 
fabricated drain board strip is preferably so posi 
tioned that the recesses 20 of the ribs 5 and the 
bottom edge of the front Wall i of the drain 
board body, Or, in other Words, the edging strip 
2 Will overhang the front wall of the supporting 
cabinet or counter frame. When so installed, my 
composite drain board strip is practically sealed 
against the penetration of moisture, eliminating 
any slight possibility of warping which might 
otherwise Occur over an extended period of time. 
One of the difficulties which I have found gen 

erally with other types of drain boards is that 
even though drain boards may be made of 
laminated materials held together with water 
proof glue, Some warping will occur in the space 
of time due to the penetration of moisture gen 
erally from the underneath face of the drain 
board. Not Only is my composite board itself 
effectively sealed against such moisture penetra 
tion, but the longitudinal structural member 6 
and the ribs 5, Serving as parts of the pre 
fabricated drain board strip, insure rigidity and 
strength to the entire drain board itself. 
With my drain board strip pre-fabricated in 

the manner described a permanent and highly 
Satisfactory drain board can be set up with a 
minimum expenditure of labor and time and also 
my pre-fabricated drain board strip can be pro 
duced and Sold at considerably lower cost than 
the present cost of materials and labor involved 
in the making of the customary drain board on 
the job, with a more satisfactory and more 
permanent finished drain board being assured. 

I claim: 
1. As an article of manufacture, a pre-fabri 

cated drain board comprising a composite board 
having a core formed by a plurality of laminated 
layers, Said layers secured together by suitable 
Water-proof adhesive, the top and bottom faces 
of Said core covered by a water-proof surfacing, 
Said core and surfacing pre-formed by means of 
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a Suitable preSS So as to have a short, downwardly 
extending front wall section, a main top section 
sloping Slightly doWnwardly from front to rear, 
an upWardly-extending rear Wall section, and a 
rear Wardly-extending ledge section at the top 
of said rear Wall section, spaced, transversely 
extending ribs secured to the underside of the 
main Section of Said composite board, the height 
Of Said ribs being greater at the front than at the 
real, Whereby When the botton faces of said ribs 
are horizontally positioned the main section of 
Said drain board strip will have a desired slight 
down Ward slope from front to rear, the front ends 
of Said ribs being slightly recessed on the under 
Side, the top Wall of Said recesses extending in the 
Sarine horizontal plane as the botton edge of Said 
ifront Wall Section of Said conposite board, a rear, 
longitudinally-extending structural member ex 
tending the entire length of Said drain board, 
Said thenber Secured to the rear face of said 
rear Wall Section of said composite board and 
extending up to the underSide of Said ledge Sec 
tion, the lower portion of said member Secured 
to the rear ends of said ribs, said ledge section 
extending rearwardly beyond the rear face of said 
member, an edging strip extending along and 
covering the rear edge of Said ledge portion, and 
a. Similar edging strip extending along the bot 
tom edge of said front Wall section and Over said 
recesses in Said ribs, 

2. A drain board and Splash back comprising a 
plurality of Water-proofed bonded laminated 
layers pre-formed to provide a short downwardly 
extending front wall section, a drain board Section 
sloping slightly down Wardly from front to rear, an 
upWardly-extending Splash section, and a rear 
wardly-extending ledge section along the top edge 
of said Splash section, relatively spaced trans 
versely-extending and longitudinally-extending 
reinforcing means Secured to the underside of 
the drain board Section, the front ends of said 
transversely extending reinforcing means being 
recessed on the underside, an edging Strip extend 
ing along the bottom edge of Said front Wall Sec 
tion and extending into the recesses in the under 
side of the reinforcing means to Secure the front 
Wall section to said reinforcing means, and a pro 
tecting edging Strip extending along the rear 
edge of said ledge Section and extending beyond 
the longitudinally-extending reinforcing lineans. 

3. A drain board and Splash back comprising a 
plurality of Water-proofed bonded laminated 
layers of wood pre-formed to provide a down 
wardly-extending front Wall section, a drain 
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board section, an upwardly-extending Splash sec- 55 
tion and a rearwardly-extending ledge Section. 
along the top edge of said Splash section, trans 
versely-extending reinforcing means Secured to 

6 
the undersurface of Said drain Section, the front 
ends of said reinforcing Eleans being recessed on 
the underside, an edging Strip extending along 
the botton edge of Said front wall section and 
into the recesses in the underside of the reinforc 
ing means to Secure the front Wall Section to Said 
reinforcing means, and a protecting edge strip 
extending along the rear edge of said ledge section 
and extending outwardly of said reinforcing 
83.S. 
4. A drain board and splash back formed from 

a plurality of Water-proofed laminated layers to 
provide a downwardly-extending front Wall Sec 
tion, a drain board Section, an upWardly-extend 
ing Splash Section and a rearwardly-extending 
ledge Section along the top edge of said splash 
Sestion transversely-extending reinforcing means 
Secured to the underSurface of Said drain Section, 
the front ends of said reinforcing means being 
receSSed on the underSurface, an edging strip 
extending along the botton edge of Said front 
Wall Section and into the recesses in the underside 
of the reinforcing means to secure the front wall 
Section to said reinforcing means, a longitudi 
Inally-extending reinforcing means secured to the 
underside of Said Splash section and a protective 
edging strip on the rear edge of said ledge section 
extending beyond Said longitudinally-extending 
reinforcing means. 

HUBERT C. MORRIS. 
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