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‘My invention relates to envelopes or
paper bags, more particularly to that type

_of envelope or bag which is provided with
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means for enabling the bag to be conven-
iently carried.

Heretofore envelopes and paper bags of
this nature have been provided with carry-
ing handles, but it has been found in prac-
tice that such envelopes or bags are not en-
tirely satisfactory, since when. they are car-
ried they tend, under the wéight of the con-
tents, to open, or, if opening is prevented,
_they are more or less complicated in design
difficult to properly close and have reduced
‘capacity. Further, envelopes provided with
handles are usually more or less expensive
of manufacture because of the waste of stock
incident to the formation of the handle.

Now it is the object of my invention to
provide an envelope or bag which will be
adapted to be carried, which will be posi-

tively and completely closable and prevented:

from opening, which will be simple of con-
struction without any waste of stock, and
which will be readily usable and efficient in
use.

Having now indicated, in a general way,
the nature, purpose and advantage of my
invention, I will proceed to a detailed de-
scription of a preferred embodiment thereof,
with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings in which like reference characters indi-
cate. like parts in the seversal views, and in
which— :

Fig. 1'is a plan view of the back of an

envelope embodying my invention, the en-.

velope being open.

Fig, 2 is a view- similar to that, of Fig.
1, the envelope being closed. .
- Fig. 8 is a view similar to that of Fig. 2,
the envelope being ready to be carried.

- Fig.-4 1s a sectional view on line 4—4
Fig. 1. . i

Fig. 5 is a sectional view on line 5—5
Fig. 2. .

Fig. 6 is a sectional view on line 6—6
Fig. 3.

The envelope comprises a front wall ¢ and
a back wall b, the front and back walls be-
ing united along their edges. The front wall
a is extended beyond the free edge of the
back wall to form a closing flap ¢. The
middle portion of the flap ¢ and o 1
wall @ adjacent the line of fold of the flap

is reinforced by a ‘section of heavy paper

“or light cardboard e.

The flap is provided with angularly ex-
tending slits £, f, between the points of in-
tersection of which extends a horizontal slit
g, to form the upper and lower tabs A, A’
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The front and back walls of the envelope

are provided with aligning angularly ex-
tending slits 7/, f* and horizontally ex-
tending slits ¢’ extending between the points

- of intersection of the angular slits, to form

upper and lower tabs A2, A%
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The tabs 22, A® are positioned so that when

the flap ¢ is folded over to close the envelope
the tabs %, A’ formed therein will align with
the tabs %2, A3 formed in the back and front
of the envelope. :

If now the flap ¢ be folded over to close
the envelope, the slits in the flap and walls
of the envelope and the tabs will be in align-
ment and the fingers may be passed through
the bag, displacing the tabs A, 2’, and 22, /%,
and forming a handle by which the envelope
may be carried. As will be observed from
a consideration of Figs. 8 and 6, when the
tabs are displaced the tabs A/, A% are folded
upwardly and form a surface for the fingers,
while the tabs %, A% are folded downwardly
and, as it were, lock the flap ¢ in closed po-
sition. :

. It will be noted that by virtue of my in-
vention there may be produced an envelope
or bag with the greatest simplicity and with-
out any waste of stock, which will be auto-
matically secured in closed position when
carried and which will be highly efficient in
use.

It will be appreciated that I contemplate
that the embodiment herein described may
be varied without departing from my inven-
tion and that my invention is equally appli-
cable to paper bags and the like as to en-
velopes.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim and desire to protect by Letters

Patent is:

An envelope comprising front and back
walls, a closing flap formed by an extension
of the front wall and tabs formed in the
flap by pairs of slits extending in an angular
relation and a horizontal slit extending be-
tween the apices of the angles formed by

the front—said first mentioned pairs of slits, tabs

formed in.the front and back walls by align-
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2

ing pairs of slits extending in an angular
relation, and a horizontal slit extending be-
tween the apices of the angles formed by
said pairs of slits, said tabs in the flap and
walls of the envelope being adapted to over-
lie one another when said flap is in closing
position and to be folded upwardly and
downwardly against one of said walls to
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provide a three ply beél'illg surface for the

fingers and secure said flap in closing posi- 10

tion, respectively. :

In testimony ‘of which invention, I have
hereunto set my hand, at Philadelphia, Pa.,
on this 27th day of December, 1923,

HOWARD A. WOLF.



