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This invention relates to box construction and
is particularly concerned with folding paperbodrd
boxes of the type which are open at one end to
receive varicus commodities.

It is an cobiect of the invention to provide a
novel package comprising two or more duplicative
box sections wherein each of the latter is provided
with an open end and a pair of adjacent fastening
extensions, means being provided for effecting in-
terlocking engagement between the extensions to
provide a composite merchandise-confining pack-
age closed on all its sides for the secure protec-
ticn of ariicles confined therein.

In one of its practical applications, the im-
proved package forming the present invention is
especially useful in the packaging of restaurant-
prepared sandwiches on so-called “take-out”
orders. Heretofore, such sandwiches have been
placed in open-ended boxes or cartons, and when

two or more of the same have been ordered by a 2

customer, it has been the practice to place the
sandwiches in the boxes or cartons and thereafter
insert the same in a paper bag for the convenience
of the customer in their carrying.

In order to eliminate the employment of such
a paper bag, and save the cost thereof, the present
invention provides the fastening extensions of
such open-ended cartons with interlocking
tongues and slots, so that after a sandwich, for
instance, has been inserted in each of a pair of
such boxes, the latter may be longitudinally
aligned with their open ends and fastening ex-
tensions in adjacent order and interlocked in
connected engagement by insertion of the tongues
thereon into receiving slots provided therefor,
thus preventing accidental separation of the
joined boxes and providing a composite package
which may be readily handled by a customer
without the need for a separate paper bag.

For a further understanding of the invention,
reference is to be had to the following description
and the accompanying drawing, wherein:

PFig. 1 is a plan view of a pair of interconnected
box sections formed in accordance with the pres-
ent invention; v

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view, partly in side
elevation, of the joined box sections;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of said box sections
when separated;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a modified form
of one of the hox sections.

Each of the box sections utilized by the present
invention comprises a paperboard or other body
folded and glue lapped to provide spaced parallel
front and back panels 1 and 2, respectively, the
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= the slots 8.

2
latter being united by side panels 3. The closed,
bottom :of each box section is formed by conven-
tional flaps 4 which are folded and interlocked
in a conventional manner to retain an article,
such as a plepared restaurant sandwich, within
the confines of the box.

Each box or box section includes an open upper
or outer end 5. adjacent to which the front and
back panels are extended to provide fastening’
extensions 6 constituting continuations of front
and back panels and occupying the same planes’
therewith.

In order to permit of the joining of a pair of
these box sections in end to end, interconnected -
relationship, the extensions 6 of each thereof are’
arcuately cut or severed completely through the
thickness of the same as at 1 to form tongues 8,
Also, the front and back panels are similarly cut
or severed as at 9 to provide weakened regions 0.

In the use of the package, with the box sec-
tions separated, as in Fig. 3, an article of mer-
chandise is inserted into each of the same through
the open ends 5. Then, to unite the box sec-
tions in interconnected relationship, as in Figs.
1 and 2, the same are placed in longitudinal
alignment with their open ends adjoining and
with the fastening extensions in telescoped order,
so that the tongues 8 on one section may be
caused to enter the slots 9 provided in the other
box section as a result of the formation of the
weakened regions {0. The tongues 8, as shown
in Fig. 2, are forced inwardly immediately ad-
jacent to the regions 10 of the complemental box
section to engage shoulders (1 thereof formed by
Such engagement can be conven-
iently eifected by the operator in a quick and
facile manner and occurs virtually instantly with
the telescoping of the box extensions. The two
box sections are thus securely united against ac-~
cidental longitudinal separation and a composite
package is produced. The box sections are of
duplicative construction and therefore no rights
or lefts are required.

As shown in Fig. 4, a third box section may be
attached to form a composite package by pro-
viding the front and back panels | and 2 of each
box section adjacent to the closed end thereof
with slots 12 which are adapted to receive the
tongues 8 of a third box section, or other addi-
tional numbers may be similarly united.

It will thus be seen that the construction here-
in provided permits of the ready association in
end to end relationship of a plurality of box
sections which, when interconnected, form a com-
posite package closed on all sides. The package



" may be handled as a unit and eliminates the need

of employing an additional sack or bag to con-
tain the same, as in prior practice.

I claim:

1. A package comprising a pair of duplicative
box sections of foldable paperboard composition,
each of said sections being formed from a single
blank of material folded to comprise front, back
and side panels, at least one of the latter being
formed at one end of each box section with a
closure flap, the opposite end of each box section
being open and devoid of closure elements; said
front and back panels of each box section being

formed with integral extensions which project’

forwardly in parallel relation at the open end
of each section beyond the adjacent terminating

edges of the side panels, said extensions heing.
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formed at one énd of each box section with &
closure flap, the opposite end of each box section
being open and devoid of closure elements; said
front and back panels of each box section being
formed with infegral extensions. which project
forwardly in parallel relation at the open end of
each section beyond the adjacent terminatmg
edges of the side panels, said extensions being
freely fiexible and arranged in overlapping rela-
tion when said box sections are assembled with
their open ends in contiguous registering rela-
tionship; integral arcuately shaped tongues
formed with said flexible extensions, and rec-
tangular slit -means of greater width than said

‘tengues formed in the front and back panels of

each of said sections in spaced longitudinal align-

- ment with said tongues, the slit means of one

freely flexible and arranged in overlapping rela- -

tion when said box sections are assembled with

their open ends in ‘contiguous registering rela-
tionship; integral tongues formed with said flexi-
ble extensions, and slit means formed with the
front and back panels of each of said sections in
spaced longitudinal alignment with said tongues,
the slit means of one of said box sections heing

engaged with the tongues of the complemental

box section, whereby when said sections are in
assembled relationship the same will be held by
the engagement of said tongue with said slit
means to retain the box sections against rela-
tive 1ong1tudma1 ‘movement,’

2. A package comprising a.pair of duplicative’
bg__x,, sections of foldable paperboard composition,:
each of said sections being formed from a single
blank of material folded to comprise front, back
and side panels, at least one of the latter being:
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“of said box sections being engaged with the

tongues of the complemental box section, where-
by when said sections are in assembled relation-
ship the same will be held by the engagement of
said tongue with said slit means to retain the
box sections against relative longltudmal move-
ment.
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