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. This invention relates to display racks by
means of which various articles of merchandise
may be displayed to intending purchasers.

The principal object of the. present invention
is to provide a simple and efficient rack or holder
for displaying articles, such as neckties or the
like, to intending purchasers, which device is so
constructed and arranged that one or more of
the articles may be quickly and easily removed
from the holder. without disturbing the orderly
arrangement of the others.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a display rack or holder provided with means
whereby an article may be inserted quickly and
expeditiously, to replace one which was previously
removed. R :

A further object of the invention is to. provide
a display rack or holder which is so constructed
and arranged that the same may be removed
from its support for a closer examination and
comparison of a group of articles held. therein, or
for the replacement of an article therein.

The nature and characteristic features of the
invention will be more readily understood from
the following description, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawing forming part
hereof, in which: ‘ ) o

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a necktie rack or
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holder embodying the main features of the pres-

ent invention, the bar on which the same is

mounted being shown in section; .

 Fig. 2 is a vertical central section of the device
in inoperative condition, that is, with the articles
to be displayed removed therefrom;’

PFig, 3 is a similar view illustrating the same in
the condition in which a pair of the clamping
plates; employed in the device, are separated to
facilitate the insertion therebetween of one of the
articles to be supported by the rack; =~

Fig. 4 is a rear elevation of the device;

Fig. 5 is a vertical section taken on the - line
5—5 of Fig. 2; ) h s
- Fig. 6 is a top or plan view of the device; and

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary perspective of a portion
of the device used for separating the clamping
plates as shown in Fig. 3. IR

Tt will, of course, be understood that the-de-
seription and drawing herein are illustrative
merely and that various changes ‘and- modifica-
tions may be made in the structure disclosed
without departing from.the spirit of thie inven-
tion. S

Referring to the drawing, 10 is a supporting
bar or rod upon which the article holder of the
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rod or bar 10 may be supported in any desired
mannef, and at any preferred place, or the same
may be a component part of a pedestal structure,
not shown, for counter display. It should, how-

- ever, be understood that a plurality of the hold-

ers of the present invention will ordinarily be
mounted on such a bar, however said bar may be
supported.

The device of the present invention is provided
with a suitable frame having side plates 11 with
a cross plate 12 at the front extending between
said side plates 1. The frame may also be pro-
vided at the rear with a cross plate {3 to which
are attached the downwardly extending legs id
of the attaching member which engages the sup-
porting rod or bar 16. The attaching member
also has a rear plate 15 which is provided with
an upward extension 16 bent over at the fop as
at 1T to provide means for manually gripping the
holder when the same is to be removed from the
supporting rod or bar 18. The rear plate (5 of the
attaching device is also constructed to provide a
tongue 18, having a portion 19 which extends un-
der the lower edge cf the rod or bar, and thence
extends downwardly: as at 28, the arrangement
being such that when the bent-over top portion
I is gripped by the thumb and first finger of the
operator’s hand, one of the other fingers may be
used to retract the spring tongue 18 sufficiently
to permit the holder to be raised and remocved
from the rod or bar 10. :

Disposed between the side plates Il of the
frame is a pair of guide bars 21 which extend
forwardly from the rear cross plate 13, being con-

% nected at their forward ends to a cross member

22 which in turn is secured to the front cross
plate 12 of the frame.

* A plurality of clamping plates 23, suitably aper-
tured as at 24 complemental to the cross section
of the guide bars 21, are mounted on said guide
bars so as to be capable of back and forth motion
under the tension of the coil springs 28 which
are interposed between the rear cross plate 13 of
the frame and the rearmost of the clamping
plates 23. ] )

" ‘Each of the clamping plates 23 has each end
curled around as at 26. The curled around por-
tion 26 serves as a spacing means whereby the

clamping plates 23 are uniformly spaced when

none of the articles are in place in the holder, and
also provides a proper shape for the engagement
of the separating device to be presently ex-
plained. )

For the purpose of separating the clamping

present invention is adapted to be mounted. The 55 plates 23, when it becomes necessary to insert,
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between any pair of the same, an article to re-
place one which has been removed therefrom,
there is provided a spreading device which in-
cludes side members 38 normally disposed in
proximity to the side members {1 of the frame,
being held in such position by the clips 31 ex-
tending forwardly parallel to the side members
tt of the frame and at the rear thereof.

Each of the side members 39 of the spreading
device is connected at its forward end to a front
cross member 22 which normally is disposed in
proximity to the front cross member 12 of the
frame, and held positicned with respect thereto
by the clips #3 provided midway the extremities
cf said cross member 32 of the spreading device.

Each of the side members 38 of the spreading
device carries a spreader member which has an
inner portion 34 having a tapered edge 35 adapted
to be inserted between the curled around ends 26
of the clamping plates 23. The inner portion 34
of the spreader member is of such length .that
wihen turned, as shown in Fig. 3, after being in-
serted between a pair of the plates 23, said plates
will be separated an appreciable distance to per~
mit the ready insertion therebetween of one of
the articles t0 be mounted in the holder. Imme-
diately adjacent the inner portion of the spreader
member is & rectangular portion 38 at right angles
thereto, ’

Immediately adjacent the rectangular portion
3§, the spreader member is made cylindrical, as
at 31, of a diameter corresponding fo longitudinal
slots 88 which are provided in the side members
i1 of the frame. Beyond the cylindrical portion
21 of the spreader member, the same is riveted to
one of the side members 38 of the spreading de~
vice in such manner as to be fixedly secured
thereto and constrained to rotate therewith when
the same is actuated as hereinafter set forth.

Also, it should be noted that the rectangular
portion 3é of the spreader member is of a thick-
ness corresponding to the slots 38 in the side
members Il of the frame, and further that the
side members 30 of the spreading device are o
Joined to the front cross member 32 thereof that
there is a normal tendency of the side members
39 to spring outwardly, as indicated in dotted
Iines in Fig. 6 of the drawing.

The operation of the device may now bhe ex-
plained,

Assuming the holder to ke in the condition as
shown in Pig. 2 of the drawing, that is, without

any of the articles mounted in place therein,

and further assuming that the device is to be
used for supporting and displaying four-in-hand
neckties of the ordinary type, it will not Usually
be necessary to utilize the spreading device for
the initial insertion of the neckties therein, as
the same may be successively inserted with the
folded neckband portions placed between the
successive clamping plates 23, said clamping plates
being separated by hand for this purpose.

After the full number of neckties has been in-
serted between the clamping plates 23, the holder
is then placed upon the supporting bar 18 as in-
dicated in Fig. 1, and the portion 19 of the sbring
tongue {8, which extends under the lower edge of
the supporting bar {9, will then hold the same in
place and will normally prevent the holder from
being removed from the supporting bar 19, by
reason of the customer not being familiar with the
mode of manipulation for the removal.

The neckties will then be held in an orderly
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tending purchasers. When the intending pur-
chaser has found one of the ties which he desires
to purchase, or as to which he desires to make a
closer examination, it is merely necessary, to ef-
fect the removal of the necktie from the holder,
to pull the same downwardly, which will result in
the desired necktie being removed from the holder
without disturbing the orderly arrangement of
the others.

If the customer should desire to make a closer
examination and comparison of the entire group
of neckties supported by a single holder, the at-
tendant will grasp the upwardly extending and
bent-over portion 1T of the fastening device by
means of his thumb and first finger, and then
with one of the other fingers of his hand will re-

ract the lower part 28 of the spring tongue 18
sufficiently to permit the entire holder to ke re-
moved from the supporting bar 10.

When it is desired to insert a necktie between
a pair.of clamping plates 23, to replace one which
has been removed therefrom, the spreading de-
vice is pulled forwardly until the spreader mem-
bers 38 carried by the side members 39 of the
spreading device are brought to the proper posi-
tion between the curled-over portions 28 at the
ends of the pair of clamping plates 23 which are
to be separated.

The spreader members 34 are then pushed in-
wardly between the ends of the pair of clamp-
ing plates 23 until the cylindrical portions 37 of
the spreader members are positioned within the
slots 38 in the side members 1 | of the frame, and
at the same time, the inner portion 34 of each
of the spreader members passes between the ends
28 of the pair of clamping plates 23. The spread-
ing device may now be turned to the position
as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawing and, by reason
of the engagement of the ends 26 of the clamp-
ing plates 23 by the inner portions 34 of the
spreader meimber, the desired pair of clamping
plates 23 will be separated, as shown in Iig. 3
of the drawing, a sufficient distance to permit
the folded neckband portion of the necktie to
be easily and conveniently inserted therebetween
and brought to the proper position to provide
an orderly arrangement of the same with re-
spect to the other neckties which are already
in the holder.

After the folded neckband portion of the neck-
tie has been inserted in the space between the
separated clamping plates 23, the spreader device
is then turned back to the horizontal position,
whereupon the ends of the side members 38 will
spring outwardly, as shown in dotted lines in
Fig. 6. The spreader device may thern be pushed
backwardly to the rear and the rear ends of
the side members 30 thereof brought into en-
gagement with the clips 31 at the rear of the
side members fi of the frame, and the clips 33
of the front cross member 32 of the spreader
device brought into engagement with the front
cross member 12 of the frame., The holder with
the neckties therein may now be again replaced
on the supporting bar 10.

I claim:

1. In a display rack, an article holder including
a frame, a plurality of article clamping plates
slidably mounted therein, springs impelling said
plates to clamping positions, and members mov-
ably mounted in the frame and adapted to be
brought to selective positions to be inserted be-
tween any particular pair of plates for spread-
ing said plates to increase the space between said
pair of said plates whereby an article may be
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inserted in said space to replace one previously
removed therefrom.

2. In a display rack, an article holder includ-
ing a frame, a plurality of article clamping plates
mounted therein, springs impelling said plates
to clamping positions, and means for spreading
said plates to increase the space between any
adjacent pair of said plates whereby an article
may be inserted in said space to replace one
previously removed therefrom, said means com-
prising spreader members adapted to be first
inserted between the respective ends of said pair
of plates and then turned to separate the same.

3. In a display rack, an article holder includ-
ing a frame, a plurality of article clamping
plates mounted therein, springs impelling said
plates to clamping positions, and means for
spreading said plates to increase the space be-
tween any adjacent pair of said plates whereby
an article may be inserted in said space to re-
place one previously removed therefrom, said
means comprising spreader members adapted to
be first inserted between the respective ends of
said pair of plates and then turned to separate
the same, and a part carrying said spreader
members whereby they may be actuated in
unison,

4. A display rack comprising a supporting
member and an article holder removably mounted
thereon, said article holder including a frame,
a plurality of article clamping plates mounted
therein, springs impelling said plates to clamping
positions, and means for spreading said plates to
increase the space between any adjacent pair
of said plates whereby an article may be inserted
in said space to replace one previcusly removed
therefrom, said means comprising spreader mem-
bers adapted to be first inserted hetween the

respective ends of said pair of plates and then -

“turned to separate the same, and a part carrying
said spreader members whereby they may be
actuated in unison.

5. A display rack comprising a supporting bar
and an article holder removably mounted
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thereon, said article holder having means for
holding a plurality of articles therein whereby
the same may be selectively removed therefrom,
said holder also having a portion extending up-
wardly and bent over at the top for manual en-
gagement, and means carried by said holder
below said upwardly extending portion normally
to restrain the removal of said holder from the
bar, said restraining means being retractable
by a finger of the same hand which engages the
gripping extension to permit removal of the
holder from the har. )

6. A display rack comprising a supporting bar
and an article holder removably mounted
thereon, said article holder having means for
holding & plurality of articles therein whereby
the same may be selectively removed therefrom,
said holder also having a portion extending up-
wardly and bent over at the. top for manual
engagement,; and a spring tongue carried by said
holder below said upwardly extending portion
having a portion engaging a portion of the bar
to restrain the removal of said holder from the
bar, said spring tongue being manually retract-
able whereby said holder and the articles held
therein may be removed from the bar, and said
spring tongue being so located relatively to the
gripping extension that said spring tongue may
be retracted by a finger of the same hand which
engages the gripping extension.

7. In a display rack an article holder includ-
ing a frame, a plurality of article clamping plates
slidably mounted therein, springs interposed be-
tween said plates and a portion cf the frame for
impelling said plates to clamping positions, and
members movably mounted in the frame and
adapted to be brought to selective positions to
be inserted between any particular pair of said
plates for spreading said plates to increase the
space between said pair of plates whereby an
article may be inserted in said space to replace
one previously removed therefrom.
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