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The present invention relates to trusses and 
like devices by means of which pressure or sup 
porting Surfaces may be applied to the body at 
a desired location or locations, and embodies, more 
Specifically, an improved form of Such device by 
means of which the wearer may be afforded 
greater comfort as well as facility for removing 
and replacing certain of the wearing parts in 
Order that they may be cleansed. 
The invention further has for an object the 

provision of a truss of the above character in 
combination with a suspensory, whereby in addi 
tion to combining these two functions in a single 
structure, the truss structure is more effectively 
maintained in a desired position during Wearing 
thereof. 
Yet another object of the invention is to pro 

wide, in a structure of the above character, means 
for assembling and removing wearing parts there 
of With ease to facilitate replacement and clean 
ing of the parts. 
Other and further objects of the invention will 

be apparent as it is described in further detail 
in connection with the accompanying drawings, 
Wherein 

Figure 1 is a view in front elevation showing 
the relatively rigid mounting plate upon which 
one or more pressure pads may be mounted, in 
accordance with the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a view in front elevation showing 
one of the pressure pads that may be used on 
the truss of the present invention; 

Figure 3 is a view in rear elevation showing 
a combined truSS and Suspensory in accordance 
with the present invention, but in which the 
mounting plate and pressure pads are not illus 
trated; 

Figure 4 is a partial view in elevation similar 
to Figure 3, showing the manner in which the 
mounting plate and pressure pads are mounted 
upon the supporting member; 

Figure 5 is a view in Section taken on the line 
5-5 of Figure 4, and looking in the direction of 
the arrows; and 

Figure 6 is a partial view in front elevation 
showing the elements of Figure 4. 

Referring to the structure illustrated in the 
above drawings, a combined truss and suspensory 
is illustrated as being provided with a flexible 
Supporting member 0 upon which a suspensory 
portion is mounted, and being formed of spaced 
elements 2 and 3 connected by a stretchable 
elastic section Such as the band 4. The ele 
ments 2 and 3 are formed, respectively, with 
pockets 5 and 6, as Well as with positioning 
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loops f, and 8, respectively. A waist band 9 is 
provided in accordance with conventional struc 
ture, being adapted to be secured to a buckle 
20 formed on the front face of the element 2. 
Additional suspensory positioning bands 2 and 
22 are adapted to be secured to the respective 
buckles 23 and 24, also in accordance with known 
practice. 
The truss structure comprises one or more pres 

sure pads 25 which may be formed of a suitable 
yielding non-metallic material, such as rubber, 
and preferably are formed as Cup-shaped mem 
bers, as illustrated in Figure 5. These pads are 
provided with retaining strips or loops 26 which 
are adapted to receive a relatively rigid plate 2, 
preferably of metal, and when so positioned, to 
be maintained between either of the loops 7 and 
8 and the respective pockets 5 and 6. In 
mounting the elements in assembled position, the 
plate 27 is inserted into the loops 7 and 8 and 
pockets 5 and 6 with one or more of the pres 
Sure plates 25 secured in position upon the plate 
by means of the loops and pockets. The elastic 
band 4 serves to maintain the elements normal 
ly in the assembled position and, when so 
mounted, the elastic band 4 is held against 
stretching by means of a strap 28 or other Suit 
able element which is secured at one end 29 to 
the front face of One of the elements 2 and f3. 
The other end of the strap 28 is suitably secured 
to the other of the elements 2 and 3 as, for 
example, by means of a buckle 30. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that a com 

bined truss and Suspensory is provided having 
means for maintaining the same effectively in 
any desired position with one or two pressure pads 
positioned in any desired fashion for the comfort 
of the Wearer. The Structure affords substantial 
comfort to the Wearer and yet provides the re 
quired rigidity of support. Moreover, the pres 
sure pads and related Supporting structure may 
be conveniently disassembled to facilitate laun 
dering of the device. 
While the invention has been described with 

specific reference to the accompanying drawings, 
it is not to be limited save as defined in the 
appended claims. 
I claim: 
1. A truSS comprising a supporting member, a 

pair of Spaced apart pockets on said member, 
Said pockets having open ends in opposition, a 
stretchable elastic section between said pockets 
to enable the pockets to be moved apart and nor 
mally urging said pockets towards each other, a 
relatively rigid plate longer than the distance 
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between said pockets when said elastic Section 
is unstretched and having its ends engageable in 
and retained by said pockets, a pressure pad, and 
means on said pad engaging and Securing the 
pad to said plate. 

2. The truss Set forth in claim 1 comprising 
releasable, non-stretchable means secured to said 
supporting member and Spanning Said elastic 
Section to restrain the latter from stretching and 
retain the ends of said plate in said pockets. 

3. The truss set forth in claim 1 comprising a 
flexible, non-stretchable strap Secured to said 
Supporting member adjacent one of Said Sup 
porting pockets, an engaging device on the Sup 
porting member adjacent the other of Said pock 
ets to releasably engage said strap and limit the 
stretching of Said elastic Section to leSS than the 
amount required to release the plate from said pocketS. 

4. The truSS Set forth in claim 1. Wherein the 
Supporting member comprises Supporting sec 
tions on opposite ends of Said elastic Section and 
extending below it, and Suspensory means carried 
by said supporting sections. 

5. The truSS Set forth in claim 1 comprising a 
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pair of loops on said supporting member between 
and spaced from Said pockets, Said loopS being 
on opposite sides of Said elastic Section and re 
ceiving said relatively rigid plate, said pressure 
pad being secured to said plate between one of 
said loops and the adjoining pocket to restrain 
said pad from any substantial shifting movement 
along said plate relative to said member. 

6. The truss set forth in claim 1 in which said 
preSSure pad COmprises a Cup-shaped member 
formed of yielding non-metallic material and the 
means on Said pad engaging and securing the pad 
to said plate comprises a retaining loop secured 
to the back of said pad. 
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