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(57) Abstract: The purpose of the present invention is, in an optical modulator equipped with a FPC for electrically connecting the
optical modulator to an external circuit board, to reduce the variations in the high-frequency characteristics of the signal path from
the circuit board to the optical modulator effectively at low cost. This optical modulator (100) includes a flexible printed circuit
(106) which electrically connects the optical modulator to a circuit board. The flexible printed circuit has a substantially rectangular
shape. A pad (210, etc.) is formed on the flexible printed circuit along one side (200) of the substantially rectangular shape so as to
be electrically connected to the circuit board. In order to relieve the mechanical stress applied onto the side or the edge of the flex -
ible printed circuit and/or to prevent propagation of distortion generated at the side or the edge, the flexible printed circuit has: a cut
or a notch (250, etc.) formed from a part of at least one side toward the inside of the flexible printed circuit; and/or a curved section
(1010, etc.) connecting at least two adjacent sides.
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