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UNITED STATES 
2,041,751 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,041,751. 

DISPLAY STAND 

Edward C. Folsom, Cleveland, and Falor E. 
Smyser, Toledo, Ohio, assignors to The Ottawa. 
River Paper Company, Toledo, Ohio, a corpo 
ration of Ohio 

Application January 2, 1934, Serial No. 704,818 
Claims. 

This invention relates to display cases, but 
more particularly to floor display stands of rela 
tively Stiff sheet material, such as corrugated 
board or the like, for use in displaying articles, 
Such as Soap bars, packages, and other com 
modities, in a simple, effective, and inexpensive 
lane. 
An object is to produce a display case of this 

character which can be collapsed or compacted 
When not in use, but when desired, can be un 
folded into position of use readily and conven 
iently; is SO constructed and arranged as to pre 
Sent a neat and attractive appearance; and, is 
of Sturdy and durable construction to withstand 
hard usage and Support a sizable weight. 
Other objects will hereinafter appear, and, for 

purposes of illustration, but not of limitation, 
embodiments of the invention are shown on the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a display stand 
with the folder or insert removed; 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional elevation on the 
line 2-2 of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the display 
Stand shown in Figure 1 with the walls thereof 
opened out; 

Figure 4 is a transverse sectional view on the 
line 4-d of Figure 1, 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of an insert or 
folder for use in connection with the stand shown 
in Figure 1; and 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of an alternate 
form of display stand. 
The illustrated embodiment of the invention, 

as shown particularly in Figures 1 and 3, com 
prises a display case or stand of any suitable 
sheet material, but, preferably, relatively stiff 
corrugated board having a front wall O, rear 
wall , and side walls 2 and 3. The side wall 
2 is joined to the front wall () along a line of 

scoring 4, the front wall 9 and rear Wall ff 
being joined to the side wall 3 along lines of 
scoring 5 and 6, respectively. The rear Wall 

and adjacent side wall 2 are connected by 
tape i, such as cambric tape, Securely to join 
these parts. 

Forming a continuation of the front Wall O 
and bendable along a fold line f8, is a shelf flap 
9 having a vertical panel 20 extending down 
Wardly against the inside of the front Wall ) 
and also a horizontal panel 2 joined to the 
panel 2 along a fold line 22. The panel 2 ex 
tends inwardly toward the rear wall , and, al 
though, if desired, it may abut against the rear 
wall, in this instance it extends but part Way, 
a finishing insert or folder 23 having panels 24 
and 25 folded along the line 26 may have a force 
fit between the sides with the panel 24 fitting 
over the panel 2 and the panel 25 fitting against 
the rear Wall . 

(C. 248-14) 
It will be noted that the fold line 8 for the 

shelf panel 9 is disposed considerably below 
the upper edge of the rear wall f, thereby to 
enable the back of the stand to receive Suitable 
advertising as well as to furnish ample space to 5 
display articles. Forming a part of each of the 
side walls 2 and 3 at their upper ends, is a 
flap 27 of the shape of a trapezium, which is 
joined to the adjacent side Wall along a fold 
line 28, which extends upwardly and rearwardly lo 
from a point spaced inwardly from the fold line 
8 to the upper end of the rear wall fl. It will 
be noted that an edge portion 29 of the side wall 
extends straight back horizontally from the front 
Wall O adjacent, the fold line 8. 5 
The rear vertical edge of each side flap 27 

abuts against the rear Wall , and the lower 
edge portion of each flap extends downwardly 
a sufficient distance to be engaged by the panel 
2 of the shelf flap 9 as well as the panel 24 
of the insert 23 to retain the side flaps in fold 
ed relation. It is thus apparent that When the 
side flaps are folded down not only is an at 
tractive appearance presented, but a Sturdy and 
rigid construction provided. 
In order to support the panel 2 of the shelf 

flap 9 to enable the stand to withstand a siz 
able weight, a pair of sheets or panels 30 hav 
ing tabs 3 secured to the rear wall by lines 
of stitching 32, are arranged in vertical laterally 30 
spaced relation, with the lower ends resting on 
the floor or supporting surface, and the upper 
ends adapted to receive the panel 2 and a por 
tion of the panel 24. The Supporting panels or 
sheets 30 are held in spaced relation from each 35 
other by a strip 32a disposed transversely of the 
upper ends, being inserted in slots 33 provided 
in the upper ends of the panels. It Will be Seen 
that the upper edges of the panels 30 are sub 
stantially flush with the upper edge of the Strip 40 
32a. The strip 32a extends beyond the outer 
sides of the panels 39, and thus prevent the Sup 
porting panels swinging to one side or the other 
out of useful or operative supporting position. 
It will be understood that when the stand is col- 45 
lapsed, the supporting panels 30 and strip 32 
collapse or fold accordingly, and are automati 
cally brought into useful position when the stand 
is unfolded to position of use. The strip 32 
cooperates with the panels in supporting the 50 
load imposed on the display shelf in such man 
ner that the structure is enabled to withstand 
effectively a sizable load. 
In the form shown in Figure 6, it Will be Seen 5 

that the shelf flap 9a extends straight rear 
wardly from the fold line 8a, which corresponds 
to the fold line 8 above described. In this form 
it will further be seen that the shelf flap ex 
tends rearwardly to engage or abut against the 60 
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2 
rear wall a of the stand. Inasmuch as the 
remaining structure, including the supporting 
panels (not shown) is the same as above de 
scribed, further description thereof is not deemed 
neceSSary. 

It is to be understood that numerous changes 
in details of construction, arrangement and choice 
of materials, may be effected without departing 
from the spirit of the invention, especially as 
defined in the appended claims. 
What we claim as new and desire to secure by 

Letters Patent is: 
1. A display stand having front, rear and side 

walls, a flap joined to the front walls along a 
score line disposed below the upper end of the 
rear-wall and having opposite sides and the inner 
end free, said flap being foldable toward the 
rear wall in substantially horizontal position to 
provide a shelf, flaps on each of the side walls 
having free lower ends and being foldable in 
wardly against the inside thereof, said shelf flap 
abutting against said side flaps in the region of 
the lower ends thereof to hold same in folded 
position, a vertically disposed sheet providing a 
support for said shelf flap, a flexible connection 
between said sheet and one of said walls, and 
means carried by Said sheet to hold Same from 
moving to inoperative position. 
2. A display stand comprising a one-piece col 

lapsible structure having front, rear and side 
walls, the front wall being shorter than the rear 
wall, a -shelf flap connected to the front wall 
and adapted to lie in a substantially horizontal 
position, opposite sides and the inner end of the 
shelf flap being free, a side flap for each side 
wall foldable along a line extending upwardly 
and rearwardly from the front end portion of 
the structure, said flaps having free lower ends 
and being foldable inwardly so that the lower 
portions thereof are in abutting relation to the 
side edge portions of said shelf flap thereby to 
retain the side flaps in folded relation, an up 
right support for the shelf flap, a transverse 
member carried by said support, and a flexible 
connection between said support and one of said 
walls to enable same to fold upon collapsing of 
the structure. 

3. A display stand comprising a one-piece, col 
lapsible structure having front, rear and side 
walls, the front wall being shorter than the rear 
wall, a shelf flap connected to the front Wall 
and adapted to lie in a Substantially horizontal 
position, opposite sides and the inner end of the 
shelf flap being free, a side flap for each side 
Wall foldable along a line extending upwardly and 
rearwardly from the front end portion of the 
structure, said flaps having free lower ends and 
being foldable inwardly so that the lower por 
tions thereof. are in abutting relation to the side 
edgeportions of said:Shelf flap thereby to retain 
the side flaps in folded relation, a pair of ver 
tical Supports for Said-shelf flap, a flexible con 
nection between teach support and one of said 
Walls, and a strip-to hold said supports in spaced 
relation. 
4. A display Stand. Comprising a one-piece col 

lapsible structure having front, rear and side 
Walls, the front Wall being shorter than the rear 
Wall, a shelf flap connected to the front wall and 
adapted to lie in a substantially horizontal po 
sition, opposite. Side edges and the inner end of 

2,041,751. 
said shelf flap being free, a side flap for each 
side Wall foldable along a line extending upwardly 
and rearwardly from the front end portion of 
the structure, said flaps having free lower ends 
and being foldable inwardly so that the lower 
portions thereof are engaged by the Side edge 
portions of said shelf flap thereby to retain the 
side flaps in folded relation, a pair of vertical 
Supports for said shelf flap, a flexible connection 
between each Support and one of said Walls, and 
a strip extending transversely of the upper por 
tion of said supports against which said shelf 
flap rests, said strip being also arranged to hold 
said supports in operative position. 

5. A display stand having front, rear and side 
walls, a flap connected at one end to the front 
Wall and having its opposite end free and being 
foldable to a substantially horizontal position to 
lie opposite to the rear and side-walls and to con 
stitute a shelf, a pair of substantially vertical and 
spaced parallel members each movably connected 
at one side to one of the walls and having their 
opposite sides free and Spaced from the opposite 
Wall and a member connected to the parallel 
members transversely thereof for holding same in 
their parallel relation and having its ends free of 
Connection. With the walls opposite to its ends, and 
being foldable with the parallel members against 
the Wall to which the parallel members are con 
nected and against one of the side walls, said 
parallel members having their tops engaged with 
the flap to Support same and limit downward 
movement of the free end of the flap. 

6. A display stand having front, rear and side 
Walls, a flap connected at one end to the front 
Wall and having its opposite end free and being 
foldable to a substantially horizontal position to 
lie opposite to the rear and side walls and to con 
stitute a shelf, a substantially vertically disposed 
Shelf Support having a side movably connected to 
One of the Walls and having an opposite side 
which is free and spaced from the wall opposite 
to Said Side, and a transverse member carried by 
the. Shelf support for holding the latter in opera 
tive position and against which the shelf abuts 
and foldable with the support against the Wall to 
Which the Support is connected and against one 
of the side walls. 

7. A display stand comprising a collapsible 
Structure having front, rear and side walls, the 
front Wall being shorter than the rear wall, a 
shelf flap connected to the front wall and having 
a portion disposed in a substantially horizontal 
position, opposite sides and the inner end of the 
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shelf flap being free, a side flap for each side 55 
Wall foldable along a line extending upwardly and 
rearwardly from the front end portion of the 
Structure, said side flaps having free lower. ends 
and being foldable inwardly so that the lower 
portions, thereof are in abutting relation to the 
Side edge portion of the shelf flap thereby to re 
tain the Side flaps in folded relation, a pair of 
Vertical Supports for said shelf flap, and a flexible 
Connection between each support and one of said 
Walls, Said vertical Supports being disposed in 
Substantially parallel relation when in useful po 
Sition and being collapsible with the structure 
When the shelf flap and side flaps are folded 
Outwardly. 

EDWARD C. FOLSOM. 
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