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Application filed June 17, 1925. Serial No. 37,655. 
My invention relates to partitions intend 

ed for lofts, offices and stores, and more 
particularly to pilasters used in the construc 
tion of such partitions. 
The present invention covers a specific 

type of the structure described in the appli 
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rounds the 

with the corresponding notches. 

cation Serial No. 13,711, filed by me on 
March 7, 1925, and embodying the principle 
of holding a partition in place by pressure 
between the pilasters and the floor and ceil 
ing, without the use of Screws or nails, and, 
therefore, without deformation or damage 
characteristic of present day structures of 
this class when a partition is lemoved, ex 
tended or changed. The method of attach 
ing panels to the pilaster's does not formany 
part of the present invention. Therefore, 
only the pilaster structure is described and 
claimed in this application. 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a 
vertical section through a pilaster embody 
ing my present type; Figure 2 is a croSS 
section along the line 2-2 of Figure 1; 
Figure. 3 is a cross section along the line 
3- 3 of Figure 1: Figure 4 is a cross Section 
through the ceiling strip and cross rail, at 
some distance from the pilaster; Figure 5 is 
a detail of the base of my pilaster, in cross 
section; and Figures 6 and 7 are details of a 
modification of my device. . . . . . . . 

Referring in particular to Figures 1 to 5, 
my pilaster is composed of a main hollow 
post1 and an extension post 2, this exten 
sion post being shown in Figure 1 as elevated 
up to the ceiling 3. The main hollow post 
1 rests in a shoe 4 having sharp-edged flanges 
or spikes 5 partly embedded in the floor 6. 
Fitting into the main hollow post 1, at the 
base thereof, is a wooden block 7, covered 
by a metal plate 8. To the plate 8 is affixed 
in any suitable manner the vertical post. 10, 
of square cross section, provided on two op 
posite sides along its entire length with 
notches 9,9. A jacket made up of two 
halves 12,12, of Ushaped cross section, Sur 

post 10 and is provided at its 
lower end with lugs or pins 13, 13, adapted 
to engage and rest in the notches 9,9'. The 
two jacket halves 12, 12', are connected about midway their lengths by a hinge 11 
whereby they may be given a seesaw move 
ment. An expansion spring 14 near the up 
per end of the jacket forces the two halves 
i2, 12 away from one another and thereby 
holds the lugs 13, 13 in their engagement 

A collar 

15 at the lower end of the jacket serves as a 
Support for the facings 16, which facings to 
gether with the jacket constitute the ex 
tension post, 2. In Figure 1, the facings 16 
are shown, on the left side, as raised to 
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their final position, and, on the right side, 
as only partially raised. The method of 
raising these facings will be made clear fur 
ther below, in explaining the operation of 
the device. 
ings 16 are trimmed to allow them to pass 
the flange 18, which flange forms a part of 

It will be noted that the fac 
65 

the lid 17 topping the jacket halves 12, 12', 
and cooperates with the spring 14 to hold 
said jacket halves in position. The lid 17 
has a central hole into which loosely fits 
the nut 19, which nut is formed with a shoul 
der 19' resting on said lid 17. The nut 19 
is threaded to receive the threaded stem 
20 of the U-shaped member 21 and is pro 
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vided with holes 22 for the insertion of a 
pin or lever (not shown) whereby said nut 
may be turned. A ceiling strip 23, trimmed 
to fit into the U shaped member 21 so as to 
form a flush surface there with, is braced 
underneath by a cross rail 24. A moulding 
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25 covers the face of the ceiling strip 23 
and part of the cross rail 24. 

In Figures 6 and 7 is shown a modification 
of my device as to the manner of connecting 
the pilaster to the ceiling strip. In this 
modification, the U shaped member 21 is re 
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placed by a plate 26 having a sharp edged 
projection 27, whereof a front view is shown 
in Figure 6, and a side view in Figure 7. 
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The main hollow post is made up of the 
facings 28 and the fillers 29, the latter fitting 
tightly in the vertical grooves 30 formed in 
the facings 28. Sufficient space 31 is allowed 
between the facings 28 of the main post 1 
and the facings 16 of the extension post 2, 
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to permit the seesaw movement of the jacket 
12, 12'. . . . . . . 
... When the pilaster is unextended, then 
practically all of the extension 
mains within the main hollow post. 
post 10 may be sufficiently depressed below 
the upper surface of the main post to allow 
the entire extension post to be concealed 
within it, but even when the post 10 extends 

post 2 re 
The 
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as high as is shown in Figure 1 of the draw- . 
ing, the extension post 2 will be concealed 
by the moulding (not shown) which always 
caps the main hollow post. 
When it is desired to extend the pilaster 110 

to the ceiling, one takes hold of the jacket . 
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halves 12, 12", immediately under the lid 17, 
and forces them towards one another, which 
action releases the plugs 13, 13' from engage 
ment with the notches 9,9'. The jacket 
halves 12, 12' are then raised until the U 
shaped member 21 coines in contact with the 
ceiling strip 23, when the pressure on the 
jacket halves is released and the lugs. 13, 13' 
fall into the corresponding notches 9, 9, at 
the proper' elevation. 
cause the jacket to hold in the new position. 
Next, the nut 19 is turned, forcing the U 

a shaped member 21 upwards until it presses 
firmly on the ceiling strip 23 and, through 
the ceiling stip. on the ceiling. The U 
shaped member 2i is prevented from turn 
ing with the nut 9 by the ceiling strip 
which, in opei'ation, would naturally pass 
through at least two Ushaped members of 
successive pilastel's. After this jacking up 
the pilaster, the facings 16 are raised up to 
the U shaped heinber. the ci'oss rail 24 is 
placed in position, and the noulling 25 is 
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nailed onto the ceiling strip, cross rail and 
facings. 16, this firmly locking the enti'e 
structure in position. - 
When the modification shown in Figures 

6 and 7 is used, the sharp edged projection 
27 is wedged into the ceiling strip 23 as the 
nit 19 is turned, the shape of the projection 
27 being such as to prevent the plate 28 from 
turning with the nt 19. 

I may, of course, dispense with the spring 
14, if I provide the hinge 11 with the neces 
&aly spring action. This is but one of the 
niany variations of my device obvious to 
those skilled in the art, and it is to be under 
stood that, although I have illustrated my 
invention in a specific embodiment thereof, 
my device is not limited to this particular 
illustration, but cover's any modification, ad 
dition or omission which is within the spirit 
and scope of my invention. 

claim: . 
1. In an extensible pilaster, a main hol 

low post, a Second post within said hollow 
post extending upwards from the base there 
of, notches along the length of said second 
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post, a jacket, ovel' Said Second post adapted 
for longitudinal movement relatively there 
to and provided with a lug adapted to en 
gage one of Said notches, and resilient means 
for releasing said lug from said engage 
ment. 

2. An extensible pilaster comprising a 
main hollow post, a second post extending 
longitudinally within said main hollow post 
and fixed at the base thereof, notches along 
the length of Said Second post, a jacket on 
said second post non-rotatably movable rela 
tively thereto and provided with a lug adapt 
ed to engage one of said notches, means for 
releasing Said lug from such engagement, a 
facing for said jacket adapted to form an 
extension of Said main hollow post, and 

The spring 14 will 

1,676,616 
means for raising said facing when said 
jacket is raised. 

3. An extensible pilaster comprising a 
main hollow post, a rectangular post extend 
ing longitudinally within said hollow post 
and fixed at the base thereof, notches along. 
the length of said rectangular post on two 
opposite sides thereof, a jacket on said rec 
tangular post made in two Sections, a hinge 
connecting Said two jacket sections, a lug 
On each jacket Section at the lower end there 
of, means cooperating with said hinge for 
engaging said lugs With said notches and 
for disengaging them there from, a facing 
for said jacket adapted to fol'in an exten 
sion of said main hollow post, and means for raising said facing when said jacket is 
raised. - 

4. An extensible pilaster comprising a 
main hollow post, a body fitted thereinto at 
the base thereof, a rectangular post fitted 
into said body and extending upwards 
therefrom Within said hollow post, a multi 
plicity of parallel notches along the length 
of said rectangular post. On two opposite 
sides thereof, a jacket on said rectangular 
post Inade in two halves hinged together for 
Seesaw movement, a lug on each jacket half 
at the lower end thereof adapted to engage 
One of Said notches, means for holding said 
lugs in and for releasing them from engage 
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ment with said notches, a facing for said 
jacket adapted to form an extension of said 
main hollow post, and means for raising 
Said facing when said jacket is raised. 

5. An extensible piaster comprising a 
main hollow post, a rectangular post there 
Within and extending upwards substantially 
the height thereof, a multiplicity of par 
allel notches along the length of said rec 
tangulal' post on two opposite sides thereof, 
a jacket on said rectangular post made in 
two halves of Ushaped cross section hinged 
together for Seesaw movement, a lug on each 
jacket half at the lower end thereof adapted 
to engage one of Said notches, resilient means 
for holding Said lugs in and for releasing 
them from engagement with said notches, 
a projection on said jacket at the lower end 
thereof, facings for said jacket resting on said projection, a cap topping said jacket, 
a threaded hole in said cap, a shoe having 
a threaded stem fitting into said threaded 
hole, a nut on said stem above said cap, and 
means for turning said nut. 6. In a partition comprising a ceiling 
strip, a pilaster such as described in claim 5, 
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and means on the shoe forming part of the 
stricture of said pilaster for engaging said ceiling strip and preventing said shoe from 
turning when the nut mentioned in said 
claim is turned. 

7. In an extensible pilaster, a main hollow 
post, a second post extending upwards with 
in Said hollow post, an extension member on 
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said second post adapted for longitudinal 
movement relatively thereto, an extension of 
said main hollow post movable with said ex 
tension member, means for holding said ex 
tension member at a fixed elevation, and re 
silient means for releasing it for said longi 
tudinal movement. 

8. In an extensible pilaster, a main hollow 
post, a second post extending upwards with 
in said hollow post, an extension of said main 
hollow post on said second post adapted to 
be held at a fixed elevation, a press topping 
said extension, and resilient means for re 
leasing Said extension. 

9. In an extensible pilaster, a pilaster ex 
tension adapted to be held at a fixed eleva 
tion, a pressure delivering element topping 
said pilaster' extension, lineans for causing 
said pressure element to rise, and resilient 20 
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means for releasing said pilaster extension. 
10. In a pilaster, an extension member 

adapted for longitudinal movement relative 
ly thereto, a cap topping Said extension 
member, a threaded hole in said cap, a pres 
sule delivering element having a threaded 
stem fitting into said threaded hole, a nut 
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on said threaded stem above said cap, means 
for turning said nut, means for preventing 
said pressure element from turning when 
said nut is turned, and resilient means for 
holding said extension member at a fixed ele 
vation and for releasing it for said longi 
tudinal movement. 

11. In an extensible pilaster, an extension 
member adapted for longitudinal movement 
relatively thereto, means for holding said 
extension member at a fixed elevation, re 
silient means for releasing said extension 
member for said longitudinal movement, 
and additional extension means at the upper 
end of said extension member. 

12. In a pilaster, an extension member 
adapted to be held in a fixed position rela 
tively thereto, and resilient means for re 
leasing said extension member operable by 
a movement thereof. 

13. In a pilaster, an extension member 
adapted to be held in a fixed position rela 
tively thereto, a press topping said exten 
sion member, and resilient means for releas 
ing said extension member. 

SAMUEL LOWY. 
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