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IMPROVEMENT IN PAVING-BL()CKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 171,318, dated December 21, 1875; application filed
: June 7, 1875.

To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that I, Wirriam F. PRENTISS,
of the town of Northampton, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented a Paving-Block, of
which the following is a specification :

The nature and objects of the invention are
fully illustrated in the aceompanying draw-
ings and description.

Figure I is a perspective view. Fig. Il
shows the base of. the block, and Fig. III a
eross-section.

This block is formed of a cast-iron frame,
B, and concrete or cement body D, united.
The metal that outlines the block, and incloses

- all but one side of the cement or composition,

is formed, as shown in Fig. I, to have four

. eorners or legs, b, whose outside surfaces are

coincident with the sides of a square of which
the tread or top of the block d would form one
side, and which legs proceed from the top d
of the block in such shape as to leave the in-
ner surface of the top, when the block is in-
verted, in the form of sheds sloping from the
interior and between the legs to the outside
of the block. Screwed into the center of the
top d, and extending beneath the top parallel
to the legs, and of equal length, is the bolt g,
which is provided at its lower end with the
nut k.

The top surface or tread d may be corru-
gated or roughened to any desired extent, and
is made only thick enough to avoid being

‘cracked by any jarring above if.

In order to form the block, the frame B is
inverted and a mold fitted over the legs b to
inclose them, and between the walls thus
formed the concrete or cement is filled in.

‘When this filling D solidifies the nut 4 is run
on the bolt g, to tighten it against the sloping
interior surface of the tread and legs.

Should the material used to form the filling
D be mixed with water, the form, as shown,
of the bottom wall of the tread permits the
superfluous water to escape, to so facilitate
the hardening of the material, which, as be-
fore mentioned, is then compressed to come
in contact with all parts of the interior sur-
face of the frame B. ‘

The blocks thus formed can be laid in a soft
bed of the material of which they are partially
composed, either in contact with each other,
or having space between them to be also filled
in with the soft material forming the bed,
which bed, when it sets or hardens, unites
with the bottoms and sides of the blocks, and
the whole pavement becomes in effect a solid
mass, re-enforced on its surface by an iron face,
which, in its turn, is evenly and immovably
riveted to the bed.

For the purpose of combining with the frame
B to form the block, I prefer cement, as shown
in the drawing, for a material, although com-
mon mortar, asphaltum, or similar substances
may be used, and the blocks may be set upon
a hard bed, if desired.

‘What I claim is— -

A paving-block formed of the metallic frame
B, constructed and united, substantially as de-
seribed, to the filling D.

WILLIAM F. PRENTISS.

Witnesses:
R. F. Hypg,
L. P. MORTON.



