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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josiag K. ALwWO0OD, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Morenci, in the county of Lenawee
and State of Michigan, have invented a new
and useful device of the classcommonly called
““snaps” or ‘‘harness-snaps” for the tempo-
rary connection of different parts of animal
harness, as lines or straps, reins, or chains,
with bridles, halters, holdbacks, breeching,
neck-yokes, bull-rings, and such like things,
in such manner as to render the connection
or disconnection quick and easy and always
safeand reliable, of which the following state-
ments, in connection with the accompanying
drawings, constitute my specification, similar
figures alwa}s referring to the same parts of
my device.

This invention relaies tosnap-hooks of that
class embodying a pivoted lateh; and the. ob-
ject thereof is to so form and mount the lateh
upon thehook as to provide asimpleand dura-
ble locking means for the lateh, whereby the
latter may be held againstaccidental opening,
and thus dispense with the separate springs,
as in the ordinary form of snap-hooks. These
and other objects and advantages of my im-
provements will be hereinafter more fully de-
seribed, shown in the drawings, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved snap-hook. Fig. 2 isa
top plan view, parts being broken away to
show the latch in open position. Fig. 3isa
transverse sectional view taken on the line
z zof Fig. 2 with the latch in closed position.
Fig. 4 is a rear elevation showing the latch |
open. Fig. 5is a rear elevation showing the
lateh closed.

Corresponding parts in the several figures
are denoted by like characters of reference.

In the accompanying drawings, the hook is
shown as having a straight shank 1, with the
usual att;achmOr eye 2 at one end and . the
hook 3 at the other end thereof. The shank
1 is preferably straight, as shown, and the
bill 4 of the hook. overlaps the end of the
shank and forms a contracted mouth 5, lead-
ing to the eye of the hook. Aslot 6 isformed
in the shank, extending the full length there-
of, and is open at each side, as shown.

Thelateh 7 is pivoted intermediate its ends,
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as at 8, within the slot 6, having its forward
end dlsposed transver, sely and at one side
thereof and adapted to engage the bill of the
hook. The other endis formed transversely
of the shank of the latch, being disposed op-
posite the forward end thereof a,nd provided
with a head 9, having its ends formed into
Iugs or ﬂan(res 10, extendmo' in opposite di-
‘rections. The head 9 is disposed at one side
of the slot 6 when the latch is in closed posi-
“tion, and the lugs 10 overlap and engage the
‘edges of the shank at each side of the slot,
thus preventing the accidental opening of the
latch, as will beunderstood. The rear bowed
portion 11 of the latch always protrudes from
the slot at the opposite side from the head 9,
and thus provides a convenient thumb-piece,
whereby the lateh may be opened and closed

of the hook.

The latch should have sufficient spring to
permit of the head 9 being twisted by press-
ing with the thumb and forefinger upon the
lugs 10 to aline the latter with the slot 6, so
that the head may be pushed therein to open
the latch. To close the latch, it is simply nec-
essary to press upon the bowed portion 11;
but the tension of the lugs 10 against the up-
per and lower faces, of the slot effectually
prevents the latch from being acudentally
closed.

My invention therefore presents an exceed-
ingly simple and useful snap-hook composed
of few parts which are compactly assembled

together, whereby the latch is conveniently
held agamsb accidental displacement in either
open or closed position and which is capable

plication. The device is also capable of va-
rious changes in its form, proportion, and
minor details without departing from the
spirit and scope or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages thereof, and ther etore I do not wish
-to be understood as limiting myself to the
precise construection and arrangement as
herein described.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— -

1. Asnap-hook comprising a hook provided
in its shank with ‘a longitudinal slot, and a

lateh arranged within the slot, extending lon-

of use in any of the ordinary manners of ap-.
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gitudinally of the shank and pivoted between

its ends, one end of the lateh being arranged.

to engage the inner face of the bill of the
hook, and the other end being provided with
a locking device engaging the shank and
holding the latch in its elosed position, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A snap-hook having an open slot in the
shank thereof, and a latch having its forward
end adapted to engage the bill of the hoolk,
and its rear end bent transversely and pro-

vided with a héad having oppositely-extend-.

ing flanges or lugs engaging the walls of the
slot and locking the latch, suhstantia,llv as
shown and descmbed

3. A snap-hook having an open slot in ’r,he
shank thereof, and a Iatch pivoted interme-
diate its ends within said slot, the forward
end of the latch being formed at an angle
thereto and adapted to engage the bill of the

hook, and the other end thereof formed at an -

angle and disposed upon the other side of the
lateh, the latter end being provided with a
head having its ends bent or deflected in op-
posite directions and engaging the walls of
the slot and locking the latch, and the rear
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angled portion of the latch normally extend-
ing beyond the edge of the shank whereby
the lateh may be closed or opened, substan-
tially as shown and described.

4. ‘A snap-hook having a slot therem and
a latch pivoted 1ntelmedla,te its ends Wlthm
said slot, the forward end of said lateh being
adapted to engage with the bill of the hook
and the rear end thereof provided with a
transverse arm, the respective ends of the
latter normally extending at each side of the
slot whereby the latch may be opened and
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closed, substantially as shown and deseribed. -

5. A snap-hook comprising a hook, and a
latch extending longitudinally of the shank
of the hook fmd pivoted to the same at a point
between its ends, one end of the latch engag-
ing the bill of the hook and closing the latter,
the other end of the latch forming a handle
and being resilient and engaging the shank
of the hook, whereby the latch is locked -in
its closed position, substantially as-described.

JOSIAH K. ALWOOD.

- Witnesses: :
JOHN C. WARNER,

MARRY V. WARNER.
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