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This invention relates to athletic apparel and particu-
larly to the protective uniforms worn by football players.
- The game of football requires well padded clothing as
a protection against injury during scrimmage. The cus-
tomary football uniform includes pads for the thighs, pads

- for the knees, and pads for the hips, as well as a sacrum
guard. : :

The thigh and knee pads are usually built into @ pair
of pants, which are held up in ordinary fashion by means
of a belt, The hip pads are sometimes laced into the
pants, sometimes worn. as a girdle independently of the
pants, and sometimes arranged with a ridge to hold up the
pants. In any event, the pants and belt encircle the hip
pads when in place on a wearer’s body and tend to become
a functional unit therewith, The belt encircles the waist
approximately at the navel, as is usual with dress trousers.
" Serious difficulties are encountéred with such uniforms.
These are largely due to the fact that, because the belt is
worn above the :pivot points of the hips, the distance be-
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the weight of knee and thigh pads, which are carried by
the pants in essentially conventional fashion, is transmifted
to and supported by the lateral sides of the wearer’s body,
as is decidedly advantageous. ‘

Because the waist portion of the pants does not tightly

- hug the wearer’s waist, as in the conventional uniform
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tween ‘belt and knees changes as the wearer bends over

to assume a stance and' again as he raises his legs in run--
ning. ‘This tends to pull the pants up at the kriees and to

pull them down at the belt. Inasmuch as the pants are
usually constricted at the knees, the net effect of this
tendency is to actually pull the pants down at the belt,
which loosens the thigh and knee pads: and permits them

to fall out of position. With these pads out of their prop-

er protective positions, not only are normally protected
areas not protected, but the loose pads are likely to hit the
legs with bruising force under impacts commonly encoun-
tered in the game, Similar displacement. of the hip pads
uncover vital areas of the body that require protection.

These difficulties can be and often are overcome by
using a stretchable fabric for the pants, but this requires
undue tightening «of the belt around the waist to give un-
yielding anchorage and results in restriction of move-
ment for the player as well as abdominal stricture, More-
over, since the fabric must be stretched if the belt is to re-
main in place, extra work is imposed on the leg muscles
during Tunning. . This both slows down the player and
tires him prematurely.

In the making of the present invention, principal objects
were to eliminate the specific difficulties without imposing
other difficulties, such as those resulting. from the use of
stretch fabrics, and to provide better protection for the
wearer than is given by conventional uniforms.

In accomplishing these objects, a very important feature
of the invention is the supporting of both the pants and
the hip pads only at the lateral sides of the wearer’s body,
where there is substantially no change in distance from
the knees to the points of support in the various positions
the body must assume during play. :

This is donie by utilizing a pants supporter, preferably of
elastic strap formation, which is built into the pants as an
undergarment and serves, in effect, as a belt. - As worn, the
pants completely cover this suporter or undergarment and
extend farther up the trunk of the wearer’s body, while
the supporter itself tightly encircles the body adjacent to
the hip line, but preferably below the crest of the ilium so
as to pass 'over the pubes in front and over the tail of the
sacrum in the rear. The only securement of pants to
supporter is at the lateral sides, and this is preferably ac-
complished by fastening, to the pants, the lower ends of
adjustable-length straps which hang down from the belt
portion of the supporter fior the purpose. ' This means that
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which utilizes the usual belt, the shirt or jersey is provided
with depending loops at front and sides, through which
the belt portion of the supporter is passed before buckling.
This integrates pants and shirt or jersey into.a secure °
functional unit. _ ‘ o : ’
A feature of the invention is the anchorage of hip pads

“and sacrum goards to both shirt or jersey and pants, pre-

ferably by means of tie cords secured to the pads and
passed through eyelets in shirt or jersey and pants to the
outside of the uniform, where they are tied. In this way,
the pads are held firmly in place against either upward
or downward displacement. . o

A specific embodiment representing what is presently
regarded as the best mode of carrying out the invention
is illustrated in the accompanying drawing. - From the deé-
tailed description of such embodiment, other more spe:
cific objects and' features of the invention will become
apparent. :

In the drawing: .

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary view in elevation of the right
side «of a football player wearing the pants and the pants
supporter components-of . a uniform conforming to the in-
vention, the upper portion of the pants being broken away
to show the pants supporter and part jof the thigh pad,
the remainder of the thigh pad and the knee pad being
shown by dotted lines; . )

FIG. 2, a similar view of the front;_ R _

FIG. 3, a similar view of the right side, but including the
lower portion of the shirt or jersey component of ‘the uni-
form as well as hip pads and sacrum guard; . - .

FIG. 4, a view corresponding to that of FIG. 3, but'in
rear elevation; )

FIG. 5, a view corresponding to that of FIG. 3, but in
front elevation;

FIG. 6, a view similar to that of FIG 3, but showing all
of the pants; and

FIG. 7, a view in front perspective of the shirt or jersey
alone as it appears when being worn, the lower contour
of the rear being indicated by dotted line.

Referring to the drawing:

In its illustrated form, the football uniform of the inven-
tion includes a supporter 18 of elastic strap formation,
which is adapted to be fastened around the body under a
pair.of pants 11 of which it preferably forms a part.

Supporter 10 comprises a belt portion 184 and a pair of
side straps 105, respectively, depending from securement
—as by sewing—to the belt portion, and being secured at
their lower ends—as by sewing 10c—to the Iateral sides
of the pants 11, internally thereof.

Belt portion 10¢ is adapted for fastening in place about
the trunk of the body of a player adjacent to his hip line
and provides a reasonable range of size -adjustment by
means of a buckle 10c of usual type. Straps 10b are
preferably adjustable in length by the provision of buckles
194, FIG. 1. v

The pants 11 are preferably of the usual style, differing
from the conventional, -however, in being somewhat

- longer-waisted than is ordinarily the case and having the
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top merely hemmed; as at 11a, FIG. 6, so as to extend
well above supporter belt portion 104 and protectively
cover it, without any of the usual means.of support such
as.a conventional belt.

Conventional knee and thigh pads 12 and 13, Tespec-
tively, are carried by the pants 11 in customary manner,
their weight being supported at the sides of the player’s
body, as is readily apparent.
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A hip pad and sacrum guard assembly 14 is adapted to
encircle the player’s waist above the hips, so as to be posi-
tioned above the belt portion 19a of supporter. It in-
cludes a pair of hip pads 15 and a sacrum guard 16 prop-
erly positioned in elastic or stretch fabric belt components
144 and 14) to perform their respective functions in pro-
tecting corresponding parts of the body from blows en-
countered in the game. It is held together by a buckle i4c.

A special shirt or jersey 17, having anchor loops 174
depending from its lower front margin along the length
thereof, ‘is adapted to be held in place by passing belt
portion 19a of supporter 10 through such loops 17a.

Sets of tie cords 18 or other effective fastening devices,
anchored in hip pads 15, securely engage suitable mating
devices such as sets of receiving openings in the lower side
portions of shirt 17 and in the waist portion of the pants,
see 20, FIG. 6, for holding the waist of the pants up and
the bottom of the shirt down.

It is preferred to deeply indent, or scoop, the bottom
of the back of shirt 17, somewhat as shown at 22, FIG. 7,
to provide greater freedom of movement for the player.

Whereas there is here illustrated and specifically de-
scribed a certain preferred form of football uniform
which is presently regarded as the best mode of carrying
out the invention, it should be understood that various
changes may be made without departing from the inven-
tive concepts particularly pointed out and claimed here-
below.

I claim:

1. A football uniform, comprising a pair of pants hav-
ing an unusually high waist; a supporter built into said
pair of pants, said supporter including a belt portion
adapted to encircle the trunk of a player at about his hip
line, and side straps fixed to and interconnecting lateral
sides of said belt portion and respective lateral sides of
said pants, internally thereof; a hip pad and sacrum guard
assembly in the form of a belt adapted to encircle and
tightly hug the player’s trunk substantially at the waist,
the hip pads thereof adapted to depend over the player’s
hips; a shirt having means along its front lower margin
removably attached to the belt portion of said supporter;
means releasably securing opposite lateral sides of said
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assembly to opposite lateral sides of the waist portion of
the pants; and means for securely attaching opposite lat-
eral sides of said assembly to opposite lateral sides of the
shirt.

2. The combination set forth in claim 1, wherein the
means for attaching the hip pad and sacrum guard as-
sembly to the pants and the means for attaching said as-
sembly to the shirt are tie cords in one releasably threaded
through receiving openings in the other.

3. The combination set forth in claim 1, wherein the
means along the front margin of the shirt for attachment
to the belt portion of the supporter are a plurality of
mutually spaced loops for receiving said belt portion.

4. The combination set forth in claim 1, wherein the
supporter is made of elastic webbing.

5. The combination set forth in claim 1, including girth
adjustment means for the belt portion and strap length
adjustment means for the side straps.

6. The combination set forth in claim 1, wherein the
bottom of the shirt at the rear is scooped to provide
freedom of movement for the wearer.

7. A football uniform comprising a shirt; pants; a hip
pad and sacrum guard assembly in the form of a belt adapt-
ed to encircle a player’s trunk substantially at the waist, the
hip pads thereof adapted to depend over the player’s hips;
and fastening means anchored in the hip pads engaging
cooperative fastening means in said shirt and pants portion
of the uniform.
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