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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A detachable boat wheeling device comprising a car-
riage framework of bent metal bar stock defining at one
end a bight having through pin connection means for
straddling and interconnection with a boat prow eye, and
extending into opposed, coextensive spaced prow sup-
porting side portions the lower ends of which are bent
downwardly and support between them a wheel. Cables
extending upwardly of each side of the framework termi-
nate in hooks attachable over the gunwale at each side of
a boat.

This invention relates to attachment devices for launch-
ing and landing small boats, and is directed particularly
to a boat wheeling device that is readily attachable to the
prow of a boat enabling it to be easily moved by lifting
and pulling or pushing at the stern.

Various wheeled attachment devices have heretofore
been devised for assisting in launching, landing and other-
wise moving a small boat on land. Such devices as here-
tofore known, however, are deficient in many re-
spects, principally in that they are complicated and ex-
pensive to manufacture, and difficult to attach and remove
from a boat.

It is, accordingly, the principal object of this invention
to provide a detachable boat wheel device which will
be simple in construction, inexpensive to manufacture,
easy to use and foolproof in operation.

A more particular object is to provide a boat wheeling
device of the character described which can readily be
constructed with a framework of easily formed and assem-
bled stock bar or strap metal parts, and which attaches
to the prow eye and gunwales of the boat in a matter of
a few seconds.

Another object is to provide a detachable boat wheel-
ing device of the character described which is adaptable to
use with flat bow prows.

Other objects, features and advantages of the invention
will be apparent from the following description when read
with reference to the accompanying drawings. In the draw-
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ings, wherein like reference numerals denote correspond- -

ing parts throughout the several views:

FIG. 1 illustrates, in perspective, a boat fitted with
a detachable boat wheeling device embodying the in-
vention;

FIG. 2 illustrates, in perspective, and on an enlarged
scale, the detachable boat wheeling device shown sepa-
rately; ;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary view illustrating the bight por-
tion of the carriage framework of the boat wheeling de-
vice, illustrating the mechanism by means of which it is
removably attached to the prow of a boat;

FIG. 4 illustrates, in oblique view, a modified form
of gunwale hook comprising the detachable boat wheel-
ing device; and

FIG. 5 illustrates, in oblique view, an attachment de-
vice for flat bow prams, adapting them for use of the de-
tachable boat wheeling device embodying the invention.

Referring now in detail to the drawings, the numeral
10 in FIGS. 1 and 2 designates, generally, a boat wheel-
ing device embodying the invention, the same being shown
attached to a boat B as in use in FIG. 1, and shown sepa-
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rately in FIG. 2. Referring now to FIG. 2, it will be seen
that the boat wheeling device 10 is comprised, generally, of
a carriage framework structure 11, for the support of the
prow end of the boat, a wheel 12 journalled at the lower
end of said carriage framework structure and a pair of
gunwale cables 13 and 14 attached to and extending up-
wardly of each side of said carriage framework structure
near the lower end thereof and terminating in hooks 15
and 16, respectively, adapted to hook over gunwale por-
tions at each side of the boat in the securement of said
boat wheeling device thereto.

The carriage framework structure 11, which is prefer-
ably formed of bent metal strap stock, such as of alu-
minum stock 1 inch wide and %4 inch thick, comprises
an upper end, reversely bent or bight portion 17 extending
symmetrically at each side into outwardly and downwardly
arcuately-bent opposed, prow-supporting portions 18 and
19, the lower ends of which merge into downwardly-bent
lower end portions 20, 21. The outer ends of the end por-
tions 20, 21 are held in spaced parallel relation by means
of an axle 22 journalling the wheel 12. The lower end
portions 28, 21 at each side of the carriage framework
structure 11 are rigidly supported with respect to their
respective prow supporting portions 18 and 19 by respec-
tive brace straps 23, 24, which are also preferably of alu-
minum bar stock, secured in interconnecting relation as
by bolts or rivets 25. Lower and upper U-shaped spacer
straps 26, 27, respectively, straddle each other and the
opposed prow-supporting portions 18, 19 of the carriage
framework structure 11 and are attached at each side as
by bolts or rivets 28, (only one shown in FIG. 2), to hold
said prow-supporting portions in spaced relation. The up-
per spacer strap 27 is bent inwardly to provide a shal-
low, V-shaped recess for locating the front edge of the
prow near the underside of a boat (see FIG. 2), To pro-
tect the prow of the boat, the upper edges of the prow
supporting portions 18, 19 are fitted along their lengths
with elongated cushion pads 29, 30, respectively, which
may be of neoprene or the like resilent material.

Means is provided for connecting the upper end of the
boat wheeling device to the usual prow eyelet E of a boat
(see FIG. 1). To this end, the bight portion 17 is fitted
with a transverse conector pin 31 (see FIG. 3), having
a shank portion 32 extending through an opening 33 in
one side of said bight and formed at its inner end with
a round head 34 of such size that it cannot pass through
said opening but only through an opening 35 in the op-
posite side of said bight. The outer end of the pin 31 is
fitted with an increased diameter knurled knob 36 for
manual withdrawal of the pin to the limit position of its
head 34 to permit placement of said bight in straddling re-
lation over a boat prow eye E for connection thereto as in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 illustrates a modified form of gunwale hook
comprising a hook shaped bar 38 having a comparatively
long arm portion 39 provided near its outer end with
an opening 40 for the passage therethrough of the upper
end of a gunwale cable 144, which may be fixed in place
as by a cleat 41. The comparatively short arm portion
42 is fitted with a thumbscrew 43 terminating at its inner
end in a bell washer 44. The use of the gunwale hook
of FIG. 4 will be the same as that of the hooks 15 and
16 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, with the exception that the
thumbscrew 43 of the hook 38 permits tighter clamping
in place and therefore substantially eliminates any possi-
bility of slippage.

FIG. 5 illustrates an attachment device 45 adapting the
wheeling device 10 for use with flat bow prows, The
attachment device 45 comprises a prow hook 46, of bent
metal stock, having an upper hook portion 47, adapted
to hook over the top of the prow, and a flat, depending
portion 48. An adjustable attachment arm 49 is adjustably



3,667,241

securable against and along the outside of the prow hook
46 by the provision of longitudinally spaced elongated
slots 50 in said attachment arm through which cap screws
51 fitted with flat washers 52 extend into threaded open-
ings in the prow hook 46. The lower end of the attach-
ment arm 49 is twisted to provide an end portion 53
the flat opposed surfaces of which extend in axial direc-
tion along the length of a prow to which the device is
attached. The end portion 53 is provided with a trans-
verse opening 54 for the reception of the boat wheeling
device connector pin 31, as illustrated in FIG. 5. It will
be understood that in the use of the attachment device,
the attachment arm 49 will be adjusted and fixed, by means
of the cap screws 51 to adjust to the size of the bow to
which it is attached. Use of the wheeling device 10 is
otherwise the same as illustrated in FIG. 1 of the
drawings.

While I have illustrated and described herein only two
forms in which the invention can conveniently be em-

bodied in practice, it is to be understood that these forms :

are given by way of example only and not in a limiting
sense. The invention, in brief, comprises all the modifica-
tions and embodiments coming within the scope and
spirit of the following claims.

What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

1. A detachable boat wheeling device comprising a car-
riage framework of bent strap metal defining at one end a
bight, a pair of laterally-spaced prow supporting portions
extending outwardly of said bight, the outer ends of said
prow-supporting portions being bent downwardly and ter-
minating in spaced-apart lower end portions, a wheel jour-
nalled between said spaced-apart lower end portions, a
pair of cables attached to and extending one each from
said spaced-apart lower end portions of said carriage
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framework, gunwale hooks attached to the outer ends
of said cables, and means for removably securing said
bight with respect to an eye extending outwardly of the
prow of the boat, said bight securing means comprising
a lock pin receivable through openings in opposite side
portions of said framework prow supporting portions in
the vicinity of said bight and adapted to pass through
a prow boat eye straddled said bight, said gunwale hooks
being each comprised of strap metal bent into hook shape,
and an attachment device having hook means for attach-
ment to a flat bow pram and an opening for the connec-
tion thereto of said carriage framework by means of
said lock pin.

2. A detachable boat wheeling device as defined in
claim 1 including a thumbscrew in the outer end of the
hook and having a bell washer journalled on the inner
end thercof for securement over the gunwale of a boat.
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