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(54) Titlee NUCLECTOMY METHOD AND APPARATUS

(57) Abstract: A nuclectomy system for creating anuclear cavity (24) located in an intervertebral disc space (19) and for preparing
the nuclear cavity to receive an intervertebral prosthesis. An opening through the annulus (25) is formed along an annulotomy axis
(404) to provide access to anucleus (29). A portion of the nucleusisremoved in afirst region surrounding the annulotomy axis using
at least afirst surgical tool (300). Another portion of the nucleus is removed from a second region using at least a second surgical
tool (320/ 360). An evaluation mold (13, 13') is positioned in the nuclear cavity and afluid is delivered to the evaluation mold so
that the mold substantially fills the nuclear cavity. The amount of nucleus removed isestimated. One or more of the removing steps
are optionally repeated as necessary until an adeguate amount of the nucleus isremoved.
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