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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MAURICE WIRTHS, a
citizen of the United States and a,resmlent of
Jersey City Heights, in the county of Hud-
son and State of N ew Jersey, have invented

_certain new and useful Implovements in Pic-

ture-Holders, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention has reference to an im-
proved picture-holder, whereby the picture

- can be readily attaohed to and held in posi-
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tion behind a protecting plate or mat, through
which light may pass without requiring a
special f1 ame extending around the edges of
the plate or mat; and the invention conSLSts
in a combined protector plate and frame for
a photograph-card or other picture, the said
protector plate and frame presenting a trans-
parent border around the picture, and a fast-
ening device for holding the picture to the
protector, said fastening device being located
within the limits of the transparent border,
leaving the border substantially open to the
passage of light throughout its extent.

In the accompanyinUP drawings, Figure 1
represents aperspective view of my nnproved
picture-supporter, showing a rear view of the
same with a picture in place Fig. 2isaside
elevation of the same. Fig. 3 is a detail ver-
tical transverse section of one form of fast-
ening device by which the picture is held in
position on the protecting plate or mat, and
Figs. 4 and 5 are modified forms of different
fastening devices for holding the picture in
position on the back of the plate.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. .

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
transparent plate or mat, in the present in-
stance a glass plate, which is beveled at its
edges and ornamented on its face in any suit-
able manner in oil colors, by etching, or oth-
erwise. The plate A is here shown provided
with two holes a, drilled through the plate,
and through the holes ¢ fastening devices b
are passed. The fastenings b may be in the
nature of a headed screw-bolt and nut, as

shown in Fig. 3, or in the nature of the well-
known paper-fasteners, having props capable
of being bent over after having been passed
through the holes a, or in. the nature of a bent
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piece of metal, as shown in Fig. 4; or any
other form of fastening may be used by which
the picture can be suitably supported at the
back of the plate A without materially inter-
fering with the passage of light through the
margin of the plate or mat which surrounds
the pletme

The fasteners b serve to retain a strap O at
the back of the plate, which serves as an ad-
ditional support for the picture, and which is
placed between it and the back of the plate,
as shown in Fig. 1. 1 have shown the strap
C as crimped in one or more places, as shown
ate.

To the strap Cis applied, by means of a
suitable pivot d, a stay D, which may be used
either as a stay for supporting the picture-
supporterin an inclined position or, by swing-
ing it around, as a hanger for suspending the
same from & suitable point on the wall.

I am aware of British Patent No. 5,812 of
1887, wherein a picture is held behind a glass
plate by a back board attached to the glass by
a fastening device and forming an opaque
background to the margin; but such I donot
claim as of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. Asan article of manufacture,acombined
protector plate and frame for a photograph-
card or other picture,the said protector plate
and frame presenting a transparent border
around the picture, and a fastening device
for holding the picture to the protector, said
fastening device being located within the lim-
its of the transparent border, so as to leave
the border substantially open to the passage
of light throughout its extent, substantially
as set forth. _

2. The combination, with a combined pro-
tector plate and frame for a photograph-card
or other picture, which plate has a transpar-
ent border around the picture, of a fastening-
strap for holding the picture to the protector-
plate, and devices for attaching the ends of
said strap to holes of the protector-plate,said
fastening devices being located within the
limits of the transparent border, substantially
as set forth.

3. The combination, with a combined pro-
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tector plate and frame for a photograph-card
or other picture, which plate has a transpar-
enf; border around the picture, of a fastening-

strap for holding the picture to the protector-.

plate, devices for attaching the ends of said
straps to holes in said protector-plate, and a
stay or hanger connected to said strap, sub-
stantially as set forth.

464,053

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name in pres- ro
ence of two subscribing witnesses.

MAURICE WIRTIS.
Witnesses:
PAUL GOEPEL,
A. M. BAKER.




