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MV 1nvent10n relates to letter. tnail boxes

‘md the primary object of the inverition is to
piovide a mail box of the character described,

- “which Wlll umfoxmly stack letter mail Wlth,
B the addressed sides thereof generally turned
1 the Same dir ectlon under-such condltlons_f‘

: O'Ieatly facilitating a,nd expediting the han-

dling;’ assortlng, and postal cfmcellatmn of‘

letter ‘mail.

o Further: ob]ects of the 1nvent10n are to-
e prov1de o, device of the class stated; which

is snnple in its construction and art ancrement
strong, durable and efficient in its use, com-
‘ ‘ aet, pos1t1ve in'its action, ahd compal atlvely
~+ 15 mexpensive to manuf‘zcture

To the accomphshment of. these” and such“
‘other objects in view. which’ will appedr as

the deserlptlon proceeds, - the invention con-

‘sists of the novel construetion, combination
20 and arrangement of parts hérein speelﬁcallyj
: described and 111ustrated in‘the accompary-:
_»nderstood that
sations ’of the

ing drawing, but'it is to be
ch‘mges, variations and modi

253 in the scope of the claims hereunto appended,

“In"the drawmg twherein 1ike numerals of .
‘ reference designate eorrespondmg partsu,

‘throughout the several views:

‘Figure 1'is a side view of my 1mproved“
©/30 Jetter mail box with the door in the open:,
‘pos1t10n and’ Wlth parts thereof in. cross sec-.

tion,
F1gure 21s & top plan v1ew thereof

o . Figure 3’ isa front end view of the dev1
36 Wlth the casing thereof i in cross secglen

L 40 c‘ep‘tac- :

1eceptacle 1 “The, free end of fhe 00
formed with-a rlght ancrularly dlsposed ol

‘ 'recepmcle top 6 when" the.
... closed position. “The flang

reetangularlv shaped mall receptacle,f:;

unted on the top"*
‘ he mall re~? ) 6.
v1ded with a! ‘bedring: pin’ 19, which is our-'
‘naled for pivotal movement i 1n respectl cas-

P
: hmoed to the receptacle_bottom'4 and Whlehg
6 v o ‘ing side walls 17 and 18.

ige 5, Whlch is over-
pped’ by the’ adjacent. edge ‘margin of the
door” 3 1s in’‘the’
B and the' re-
‘ ceptacle top 6 are formeéd Wlth 8 Tegistering

R aperture T whlch are. adepted fe‘r't‘he recep-”‘ cover 14: to be:drawn’ forwardily

tion of a suitable loekmg element for securlng
the receptacle 1 against. entranee thereto. by
unauthorized persons. * -

A loncrltuchnally extending mall support 8 E

is fixed 11 the Tower énd of the mail recep-

tacle 1." The mail support 8 is inélined to- .
ward its forward end; which is fixed to thef
receptacle front wall 9. The rear end of:
the mail support 8'is positioned o the rear

end of the receptacle floor or bottom 4. The

o

mail “support § extends on a uniform plane

‘ throuohout its length. and is ofa Wldth ¢oms:

meneurate to the Wldth of the mall recep-‘_ '

tacle L.

" The chute casing 2 is prov1ded Wlth a regu— ;
larly curved top 10 ‘which extends longitudi-. "

nally and’which-is formed with'a centmlly’ ‘

disposed,. transversely. extending, elongated’
‘mail slot. 1A vertically disposed mail chiite

12 depends into the’ ‘casing 2, centrally of

‘the Tatter; and has its upper end fixed to the.

casing top. 10, The top of the. mail chute 12,

communicates with the mail’ slot 11 and the
“ lower enid 18 thereof is curved and opens into.

the upper end of the mail receptacle 1

An arcuately shaped mail’slot cover 14 is’
mounted on'the outside of the cirved casing:
. top 10 for covering the mail slot 11 and the
upper end of’ the " chiite 12. A ‘similarly
shaped ¢hute bottom 15 is prov1ded for elos-.
“ingthe curved lower end 13 of the mail
~chute 12.:* The cover 14 and the chute bottom
' 15"are carried by a pair of vertically dis-
~ posed’ legs 16, which ‘depend . through the
- ‘_ichute casing 2 and extend into the mzul re-
ceptfmcle 1. "The. pair of legs 16; are disposed:
es. of the“ chute 2, and the-

o respectwe
respectlve side walls 17
casing 2. Each of the: pau‘ 0 le‘

The - upper ends of the pair. of leo'"" "

cover 14 and extend through'a pa
ably spaced ‘elongated 'slots

formed in the casing top. 10." The _plvotal“

connectlons of the legs 16-to re; pectwe
ing side ‘walls 17 and 18 allows t

to. uncover
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1ntecrra11y formed with the lower/ si ‘e"of the S
‘o o5
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or clear the mail slot 11 to permit of the
insertion of letter mail therethrough. The
distance of travel permitted to the mail slot
cover 14 is determined by the length of the
slots 20 which is sufficient to provide for
the covering and uncovering of the mail
slot 11. _ N o

Each of the pair of legs 16 is provided
with a fixed arm 21, which is disposed hori-
zontally rearward in alignment with the
bearing pins 19. The free end of each -of
the arms 21, carries an adjustable weight
member 22, which normally functions to
draw the upper ends of the pair of arms 16
rearwardly and in consequence -normally
maintains the mail slot 11 in the closing po-
sition. . .~ v ‘ . ‘

The chute bottom 15 is fixed between the
lower portions of the legs 16, which are off-
set forwardly relatively to the upper por-
tions thereof. 'The relative positions of the
mail slot cover 14 and of the chute bottom
15 are such that when the former is in the
normal -closing position the latter is.in the
opening position and vice versa.. . -’

A stacking plate 23 is pivotally connected,
as at 24, between the lower ends of the legs
16. The connections 24, of the stacking plate
23, are above the center of the latter, so that

- the stacking plate 23 will be overbalanced

40
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to normally maintain a perpendicular. edge-
wise suspension, as clearly shown in Fig-
ure 1.

The rearward end of the chute bottom 15

. carries a fixed, perpendicularly extending

apron. 25, which is disposed “between the
lower offset portions of the legs 16. The
lower end of the-apron 25.is positioned in

close proximity to the upper end of the stack-:

ing plate 23, ahd is provided to prevent the
accidental pasSage of letter mail .therebe-
tween to a position forwardly of the stack-
ing plate 23. o ‘
A substantially L-shaped slide rest 26 is
shiftably positioned on the inclined support
8." The width- of the slide rest 26 is com-
mensurate to the width of the receptacle 1,

and the front face 27 thereof is positioned-

at an angle. with the upper end disposed
rearwardly-of the lower end. o !
- The operation of my improved mail box

will stack letter.mail 28 flatly endwise and

inclined against each-other and against the
front face 27 of the slide rest 26,-as clearly

shown' in.Figure 1. - The operation of the
device is facilitated by a pull lug 29 -which
is formed integral with the top of the mail:

slot cover 14,

~ In practice, the depositor draws the cover-

14 forwardly to uncover the mail slot 11.
Such forward movement of the cover 14 will
actuate the legs 16 to bring the chute bottom
15 to the closing position, and to shift the

stacking plate 23 rearwardly, with the ‘pre--
5- Viously deposited letter 80, against the let-

1,777,740

ter mail 28 already stacked against the slide
rest 26. The stacking position of the stack-
ing plate 23 is clearly illustrated in dash
lines in Figure 1.  The rearward movement
of the stacking plate 28, in the manner stated,
will shift all of the stacked mail matter 28,
together with the slide rest 26, rearwardly
on the support 8, so that.the clearance or
distance between the most forward letter of
the stack 28 and the normal position of the
stacking plate -23 remains constant. Such
shifting of the stacked letter mail 28 and of
the slide rest 26 is not difficult owing to the
downward grade of the support 8 on which
it is'shifting. - -

After the depositor has drawn the mail
slot cover 14 forwardly to uncover the mail
slot 11, he deposits his letter, which remains
in the chute 12 until the cover 14 is released

and returns to its normal closing position a:

by the action of the weight members 22.
During the closing movement of the cover
14 the chute bottom 15 will be shifting for-
wardly to the opening position, thereby al-

lowing the deposited letter to pass from the .4

chute 12 into the mail receptacle 1. = Such
deposited letter will normally assume the
position-of the letter 30, as shown in Figure
1, which is an-endwise position ready to be
stacked by the next movement of the stack-
ing plate 23, when the mail slot cover 14 is
next drawn to the. opening . position.

It will be noted that. the chute 12 is of suffi-
cient length to accomiiodate the length of

the letter, as -the-latter is confined in the

chute 12 until the cover 14 is-automatically

returned to the closing: position, at which-

time the chute bottom 15 has shifted to the
opening position. . -
The lower end of the
normally disposed in close proximity to the
top.of the support 8, and is normally disposed
forwardly to the vertical alignment of the
forward side of the chute 12. This arrange-
ment eliminates the possibility of any inter-
ference to the letter when the same passes
from the chute 12 and is stacked against the
previously. stacked :letter mail 28, which is
already positioned on the mail support.8:

" All letters inserted -in my improved mail.

box will be neatly stacked flatly against
each other, -and- as the :depositor usually
takes a’ final look at the letter to satisfy

himself that-the same has been properly.

stamped and addressed; the letters will be

found to be generally turned in the same di--

rection,. thereby facilitating and expediting
the handling of the mail-matter when same
reaches the post office. 'When the mail mat-

ter is collected from the mail box by the letter 1o

carrier, it:-will of course be necessary for him

to move the sliderest 26 forwardly to-its pro-

per starting.position:on the support.8.;. .

It will be obvious that my improved-letter
mail box may: be employed as a unit or ar-.

ustaicking' plate 23 is.
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ranged in a battery of units of different sizes
to accommodate létters of various sizes. - Fur-

ther the device may be conibined with a mail -

receptacle which is adapted for the reception
of parcel mail. = -~ .. :

- What Iclaimis: -~ - SRR
- In a mail bex, the combination of & recep-

- tacle including a.casing having a mail slot

‘-“10

“formed in the top thereof, a support fixed in -

said receptacle,a slide rest shiftably mounted

- onsaid support, a chute carried by-and de- -
- pending ‘into said casing, the upper end- of

said casing communicating with said slot and

- the lower end thereof with said receptacle, a -

15

pair of legs pivotally connecting with said
casing and being disposed on respective sides”
of said chute, a_cover for said slot mounted
on the top of said casing and being fixed to

. the upper ends.of said pair of legs, the lower

g0

portions of said pairiof legs being forwardly
offset relatively to the upper portions there-
of, a bottom for said chute being fixed to and
between said forwardly offset portions of said

~pair of legs, a stacking plate being pivotally

25

‘of legs, the moveme

connected to and between the lower ends of *

‘'said forwardly offset portions of said pair

of legs, said ‘stacking plate being - overbal-
anced for normally maintaining a perpen--

©dicular edgewise suspension between said pair
30

nt of said cover for open-

- ing said slot actuating. said bottom for' clos- -

L oas
Lo gald cover to the ‘closed position.

© 40
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ing the lower end of said chute and further
shifting said stacking plate toward said slide .

rest, and a weight member carried by said
legs and operable for automatically returning -

~In testimony whereof I affix my signature. =

- WILIAM R..BANKSON.
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