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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that we, Louis HoLZ and LEO 

POLD MEYER, both of Paris, France, have in vented a certain new and useful Improvement 
5 in Tooth-Brushes; and we do hereby declare 

that the following is a full, clear, and exact 
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description of the invention, which will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it appertains 
to make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let 
ters of reference marked thereon, which form a part of this specification. 
As heretofore manufactured, tooth-brushes usually consist of a brush-body, in one face of 

which are set the bristles, and of a handle, gen 
erally formed in one piece with the brush-body, 
being merely a prolongation thereof, or, if 
formed of a separate piece, rigidly attached to 
the brush-body, so as to practically constitute, 
with the latter, a single rigid piece. A brush 
thus constructed forms a very inconvenient 
instrument for the purpose intended, be 
cause the crowns, and particularly the inner 
faces of the teeth, are accessible for a brush of 
this shape only with difficulty, and not without 
disagreeable distortions of the mouth of the 
user, and a thorough clearing of the said parts 
of the teeth with such an instrument is barely 
possible. These difficulties are avoided, ac 
cording to this invention, by a peculiar and 
novel construction of tooth-brush, the main 
feature of which consists in the fact that the 
brush-body not only forms a separate piece 
from the handle and is united thereto, as 
hereinafter described, by means of a swivel or 
other joint, so that the brush-body can assume 
a great variety of different positions with re 
gard to the handle, according to the form of 
the surface of the teeth with which it is brought 
into contact, but the bristles are so disposed 
in this swiveling body that when the brush is 
in use a portion of them act directly upon the 
crowns or ends of the teeth at the same time 
that the other portions act both upon the out 
side and inside of the teeth. By this means 
all the parts of the surface of the teeth, the 
outer as well as the inner faces and the crowns, 
are made easily accessible, and are acted upon 

So 
simultaneously by our improved construction 
without any distortion of the mouth, and a 
thorough and rapid cleaning is consequently 
rendered possible. 
Our invention consists in making the brush body laterally curved and in setting the bris. 

w 

tles in its concave.face, so that when in use 55 this brush-body acts simultaneously on the in 
ner and the outer faces and on the crowns of 
the teeth. P 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a front view, and Fig.2 a side view, of a tooth- 6o 
brush constructed according to this invention. 
In Fig. 2 the brush-body is shown slightly in 
clined with regard to the handle. 

1 is the handle of the brush, made of ivory, 
bone, or any suitable material. 2 is the brush- 65 
body, curved laterally, as represented, with 
the bristles 3 set in the concave side, so that 
they present three faces-two opposite each 
other and the third between the two. This 
brush-body 2 is loosely mounted on the extrem- 7o 
ity of the handle 1 by means of a pin or rivet, 
4, which constitutes a swivel-joint. 

It will be easily understood that when in 
use the bristles 3 act simultaneously on both 
faces and on the crowns of the teeth, and that 75 
the entire brush-body follows with ease the 
line of the teeth, necessitating but little or no 
change of the direction in which the handle is 
moved by the user. 

Besides the lateral curvature, as repre- 8o 
sented, which renders possible the simultane 
ous action on the three exposed faces of the 
teeth, a slight longitudinal curvature may be 
given to the brush-body, so as to accommodate 
it more or less to the curved line of the jaw. 85 
Having thus described the nature of our 

invention, as well as the best means we are 
acquainted with of carrying the same into prac 
tice, we claim as our invention 

1. A tooth-brush composed of a handle and go 
of a curved brush-body swiveling thereon, and 
provided with bristles on the inner side of 
such curve, adapted to span the teeth and also 
simultaneously to act upon the crown and upon 
the inner and outer faces of the teeth. 

2. In combination with the bandle 1, the 
curved swiveling brush-body 2, bristles 3, dis 
posed thereon, as shown, and the rivet or pin 
4, connecting the parts, as shown and described. 
In witness whereof we have hereunto Set Ioo 

our hands this 21st day of April, 1880, in the 
presence of two subscribing witnesses. 

LOUIS HOLZ. 
LEOPOLD MEYER, 

Witnesses: 
GEO. H. ScIDMORE, 
DAVID T. S. FULLER. 

  


