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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FRANK W. WALL,ACE,_ OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSER; -

CLOTHES-RACK FOR SLEEPING-CARS,

1,111,199,

To all whom it may concern: - ..

Be it known that I, Frank W. Warrace,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Chattanooga, in . the county of Hamilton
and State of Tennessee, have invented cer-
tain  new and useful Improvements in
Clothes-Racks for Sleeping-Cars; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which

e it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to furniture, and

more especially to hat and coat racks; and
‘the object of the same is to produce a fold-
5 ing shelf for clothing, capable of being piv-

. otally attached to: the partition between two

20

- construction - hereinafter 'more. fully de-
.scribed and claimed, ‘and as shown 1n the

25

berths in a sleeping car and to take the place
of the hammock now ordinarily slung within
each berth and in which the passenger is
supposed to store his clothes while at rest.
The invention consists in the -details of

drawings wherein— / . .
Figure 1 is a section through a berth

- equipped with one form ‘of this improved

30"
o Fig. 2.

clothes rack, the latter being shown in edge’

view; and Fig. 2 is a similar view with the
clothes rack shown in plan. TFig. 8 is an
enlarged cross:section onthe:line 3—3 of
Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view

" through the hinge, showing the shelf as

pendent. Figs. 5 and 6 are perspective de-

- tails of the parts of this hinge. Fig. 7T'is a
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. fied form of this clothes rack, and Figs. 8
~.and 9 are perspective details of parts thereof..
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longitudinal sectional view through a modi-

In the accompanying drawings, the letter
P designates a partition such as is usually
put up between two berths in a sleeping car
when the beds are made, and the letter S
designates a socket member herein consist-
ing of a piece of strap metal bent into about
the shape shown so as to receive the tongue
T of my attachment. By this means or by
any other suitable and equivalent means the
attachment may. be detachably connected
with the partition, ‘so that it may be re-
moved from the same when the partition
is taken down.

In the preferred form of my:invention,
the tongue T is stamped from sheet metal

and bent downward from the upper edge of

a - U-shaped body or bracket 1 whose side
arms are slotted longitudinally as at 2,

~

Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Sept. 22, 1914.
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1 are indented in their . upper edgés as  at

3, and have hooks 4 at their outer ends.
Between the side arms fits a block 5 hav-
Ing pins 6 at .its sides which are slidably
mounted in said slots 2 and a cross bar 7 at
its top adapted to rest in said notches 3
when the block stands in ‘alinement with
the bracket, or to pass out of these notches
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and down the front ends of the side arms.

and rest within the hooks 4 when the block
stands upright as described below. Secured
to the outer end of this block in any suitable
manner is the shelf 10 which is preferably
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made in the form of a rectangular frame 11 4

having cross bars or rods 12, one end of the
frame carrying a rigid shank 18 which may

beé screwed ‘into the block as-indicated in

dotted lines in Fig. 1 or otherwise connected
therewith, and the inner bar of the frame 11
carries a hook 14, or in Fig. 4 this hook 14’
is shown as rising from the block itself.
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The purpose of the hook is to receive an

eye 15 secured to the inner end of a holder
16. - This also is by preference substantially
rectangular in contour, although. it is some-

‘what smaller than the shelf 10, and its frame
or side bars 17 are connected by cross rods

18 as shown, while the outer ends thereof
are turned downward into feet 19 adapted

to pass through the shelf 10 and to prevent

the lateral dislocation of the holder 16 there-
from by reason of the vibration of the car.
In all its dimensions I would make the

‘holder somewhat smaller than the frame,

and it is obvious that by means of the eye
15 the holder is: detachably connected with
the hook 14 or 14, of the other portion of
this device: L . ‘

~ In Tig. 7 is shown a slight modification
in the form of support for the inner end of
the shelf. Herein the same tongue and Y-
shaped bracket 1’ may:be employed; but the
bracket has through 1t a stop rod 20 and a

_pivot rod 21, the latter possibly being.a

screw or a bolt. On it are pivotally mount-
ed the inner ends of two ears 22 projecting
from the inner cross bar of the shelf frame
11. The numeral 23 designates a block
formed in the shape of a head and having
its outer end beveled as at 24, and this block
is secured to the extremity of a rod 25 which
passes through a sleeve 26 carried by the

'shelf and has a ring or handle 27 at its

inner end. - A spring 28 moves this rod
through the sleeve or through the sleeves
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if there are more than one, and nor-
mally projects its head so that its bev-
eled tip will engage the rod 20 within
the bracket, and the position of this rod is
such that when the block engages it the
shelf is held in a substantially” horizontal
position. When now the operator grasps
the handle and draws it backward, the tip
or nose of the block disengages said rod so
that the block and with it the shelf may fall
to an upright position as will be clear. In

all other respects the shelf may follow the

construction elsewhere shown and described
herein. On said shelf are disposed the de-
vices most apt to be useful to a traveler in
a sleeping car berth. The numeral 30 des-
ignates a hat rack, 81 are spring clips sus-
pended from certain of the cross rods 12 of
the frame to hold ladies’ hats and other
like articles, and 32 is a pressed steel safe
for valuables, probably having its own key
which the passenger can remove after lock-
ing, and hide somewhere about his person
or within the berth. These details will be
sufficient to show that the shelf may be pro-
vided with accessories on which articles may
be hung, but by preference I would raise the
holder 16 and Tay the articles over the cross
rods 12 of the shelf, and then let the holder
down onto them to prevent them from slip-
ping off. Such articles as trousers may be
hung over one-of the cross rods, and coats

‘or. ladies’ skirts or waists may be neatly

folded and laid on the shelf, and the holder
upon them.

"The entire device is by preference made
of metal, neatly finished as in nickel or the

- like, and the details may be left to the manu-
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" Lolder.
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facturer.
- It is quite possible to use: this ‘invention

in “other places, as for instance in berths

within state rooms on. boats or elsewhere,
and the shelf might become a folding or

wall chair, a wall table, or any equlmlent'

article of furniture with or \Vlthout the
Obviously the sizés of parts is im-
material, but if intended for a sleeping car
berth the entire device must be suﬁ‘i(nently
small to be easily stored away when not in
use and to hang pendent from the socket S
when it is attached thereto by the porter
who makes up the bed. This is to enable
the passenger to chmb into his berth and to

11,111,199

disrobe, after which he can raise the shelf
and place his clothes upon it as described.
What is claimed as new is:

1. The herein described portable clothes

rack for sleeping-car berths, the same com-
prising“a’ shelf consisting of a rectangular
frame having cross rods through it, a hook
rising from 1ts 1nne1most Cross 10d means
for attaching this end of the shelf to the

partition between berths, and: a skeleton.

holder of smaller chmensm*l than - said
shelf and having an eye at its inner end
adapted to detachably engage S‘lld hook, for
the purpose set forth.

9. In a clothes rack of the class descnbed
the combination with a U- shfxped bracket
having a tongue depending from its upper
end, and a sochet adapted: to be secured to
the partition between - berths; of a block
pivotally mounted within said bracket,
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means for holding the block horizontal or . .

permitting it to lnncr m a pendent position,
a rectangular wire shelf caf ried by the outer
end of said block and having an upstanding
hook, and a skeleton framework overlying
said shelf and having an eye detwchwbly en-
0faomg said hook.
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8. In a clothes rack of the character de-

scribed, the combination of -an upright, a
socket thereon, a bracket having means co-
operating with said socket, s‘ud bracket in-
cluding spflced apart side pieces, the latter
h‘lVlIlO' theremn londltudlnally e\tendmd

Le0‘1ster1nor slots and provided with ‘an in--

rknture in their upper edge contlguous to
one corner thereof, a curved depending ex-
tension formed on the lower outer corners
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of said side pieces, a rack, the latter having -

Cross- -bars through it, a block secured to one

end of said rack, pm’des projecting from ..

two faces of said block, and intended to en-
gage the slots in said side pieces, a cross- -bar,

-spfwed from the upper surface of said block

and adapted to codperate with said inden-
tures and with sald curved  extension, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscrlblno W1t-

nesses.
I‘RANK W VVALLACE
Witnesses:

M. E. LAND, ,
- Norrrs I‘IEADRICK

CODies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each by addressmg the “ Gommissmner of Iatents
Washington, D. C.”
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