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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

ADOLPH BUHLER, OF REICHENHALL, BAVARIA, GERMANY.

PAPETERIE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 404,504, dated June 4, 1889,
Application filed September 14, 1888, Serial No. 285,421, (No model.) ’

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, ADoLPH BUHLER, cap-
tain, a subject of the King of Bavaria, residing
at Reichenhall, Kingdom of Bavaria,Germany,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Papeteries; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to letters or figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

Referring to the drawings, Figure I shows
in top plan view a letter-paper and envelope
block opened out. Fig.Ilisa like view illus-
trating the inner sheet of letter-paper of the
upper packages of the block opened out, pre-
senting the inside pages for use. Fig. II*
is a transverse sbetion through two letter-
paper blocks and the support thereof. Fig. II"
is a longitudinal section of the support for
the letter-paper illustrating the means for
connecting a package of paper with the sup-
port or backing. Fig. IIl is a plan view of a
block of letter-paper after the upper package
has been used up. * Fig. IV is a view similar
to Fig. I, illustrating the mode of arranging
a block of envelopes below a block of letter-
paper. Figs. V* and V® are a top plan view
and sectional side elevation illustrating the
mode of securing the envelopes. Fig.VIisa
top view of a block of envelopes after the two
upper packages or bundles have been used up.
Trig. V1I is a like view illustrating a block of
four envelopes. Figs. VIII and IX are iso-
metric views illustrating a modification in the
means for connecting the packages of envel-
opes to the backing. Fig. VIII*is a sectional
view of a staple or fastener used to hold the
adjacent packages of envelopes against dis-
placement or intermixing; and Fig. X isa top
plan view illustrating a modification in the
means for holding the adjacent packages of
envelopes against this displacement or inter-

mixing.

The invention relates to the art of putting
up stationery, and has for its object to pro-
vide means whereby letter-paper and en-

velopes, or either, may be put upin a conven-
ient form for use, and held against displace-
ment or intermingling during such use.

The further object of my invention is to
so arrange the letter-paper or the letter-paper
and envelopesrelatively to the backing or cov-
ering therefor, and to so secure them to such
backing or covering that the package itself
may serve as a writing-desk, and that thefour
Dbages of a lefter-sheet may be written upon
without detaching the sheet.

Finally, the invention has for its object to
put up both letter-paper and envelopes into
packages that will not become loose by the
suceessive removal of the individual sheets
or envelopes, and to so eonfine the same in
a block or blocks as not to necessitate the
tearing off of a sheet, as is the casein the
blocks or tablets of paper now in use.

To these ends the invention consists in the
means employed, whereby the desired results
are attained, and in structural features and
combinations of devices,subgtantially as here-
inafter described, and as set forth in the
claims. ,

I will first describe the mode of and means
for forming the blocks of letter-paper, double
sheets being used in all cases.
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A given nummber—say six, or more or less— -

of such double sheets ¢ is opened, and a strip
of paper ¢, or thin card-board or pasteboard,
or a tape, cord, or wire, of greater length than
the package of letter-paper, is laid between
them, and the ends thereof are glued, ce-
mented, pasted, or otherwise secured (accord-
ing to the nature of the retaining deviece or
holder) to the upper or inside or to the under
or outside of a-more or less stiff backing d,
which backing may be of paste or card board,
or of thin wood or veneer, or of paper. A
second package of letter-sheets is similarly
secured to the backing d, but in such man-
ner that the crease or fold in the letter-sheets
will lie along the edge-of the backing d, op-
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posite to that along which lie the folds of the g5

first package of letter-sheets, as shown in full
and dotted lines in Fig. ITL.

Any desired number of packages of letter-
sheets strung on a more or less flexible holder
¢ may be secured to the same backing in su-
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perposed layers and in the reversed order
referred to, as more clearly shown in Fig.
IT*, in which two superposed packages are
shown,

Inasmuch as the holder ¢ of each package
neeessarily passes around the edges of the
packages below in ovder to sceure it to the
Dhacking, and as the holders are arranged al-
ternately on opposite sides of theletter-sheets,
the cut edges of the packages «, except those
of the upper one, are thus securely confined
and held to said backing, and so that when one
of the packages is exhausted the fastening
device thereof may be torn or cut off, leaving
the next package ready for use.

It will further be observed that sheet after
sheet of letter-paper may be removed from
each package without thereby in any wise
loosening the remaining sheets, which will he
securely held to the backing d by the holder
until the last sheet of each package is re-
moved therefrom. On the other hand, a let-
ter may be written without removing the let-
ter-sheet.
may be written upon withoat such removal.
For instance, by unfolding or opening all of
the sheets of the upper package, except the
inner sheet thereof, the first page of this sheet
may be written upon, and when unfolded
hoth inner pageswill be in a position for use,
as shown in Irig. II, and, finally, by pulling
the sheet toward the right until the fold
thereof lies along the inner edge of the holder
¢ such sheet can then be folded over the fast-
ener, thereby bringing the fourth page into
position for use, when the sheet may be re-
moved for mailing, or left until it is tobe
mailed, and when the package of paper is re-
turned into its normal position the sheet
written upon awill be concealed from view.
The blocks of letter-paper thus formed may
beinclosed in a box of any kind, or in a wrap-
per of anysuitable material; or corresponding
blocks of envelopes may be combined there-
with and likewise inclosed. When a pack-
age of letter-sheets has bheen used up, the
fastener ¢, Fig. ITL, is torn or cut off, when

- the block may be turned to bring into posi-
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tion the next package for use.

The envelopes may be arranged in twos,
threes, or fours, according to the size thereof,
relatively .to that of the letter-paper with
which the envelopes are fo be used.

The envelopes are blocked in substantially
the same manner as the letter-paper, as shown
in Figs. IV, V*, and V' A number of envel-
opes are laid one upon the other with the seal-

ing-flap opencd out. Aholdere,of thesamena- |

ture as that referred toin regard to the block-
ing of theletter-paper, is laid along the fold of

the scaling-flap of the top envelope and the

ends thereof secured to a backing d, which

backing, when the envelope is half the size
of the letter-paper, will be of the same size as |

said paper, so as to accommodate two envel-
opes placed edge to edge. When the ends of

the holder are secured to the backing, as de-

In fact all four pages of the sheet

seribed, the package of envelopes is turned
over sald holder, thus stringing them thereto
by their flaps, with the address side upper-
most and ready for use. The holders are ar-
ranged, as shown in Figs. V* and V", on op-
posite sides of the median line of the back-

ing d, so that two packages of envelopes will

occupy the same space as the half-sheet of
the letter-paper therefor. Any desived num-
ber of such packages may be arranged in
tiers and successively removed without in
any manner loosening the remaining envel-
opes or packages of envelopes.

In Fig. VII I have shown the envelopes ar-
ranged in blocks of four on the backing d.
In this case the backing has a slot or slit or
slits 2 along the median line thereof of suf-
ficient length to pass the holdeis ¢ there-
through and secure them to the back of the
backing d.

Instead of strips of paper thin card or paste
hoard, tape, or. cord, or other like material
for gecuring the packages of envelopes to the
backing may be employed, and instead of se-
curing the envelopes to the backing by pass-
ing the holder ¢ under the flap of the upper
envelope of the package, as described, the
said holder may be slitted as shown at ¢,
Tigs, VIIT and IX, through the slits of which
the flaps of the envelopes are passed so as to
lie edge to edge, the fastener being sccured
to the backing, as described.

To prevent all displacement of the differ-
ent packages of envelopes on the holders ¢, a
metallic fastener may be used, which in con-
struction may be like the ordinary paper-
fastener &, Fig. VIII*; or a fastener g, cut out
to form two tongues, to be bent in opposite
directions over the faces of the adjacent
packages of envelopes, as shown in Figs. VII
and X, may be used. Instead of metal this
fastener g or & may be made of strong paper
or thin card-board and secured to the inner
face of the backing d. In fact these retain-
ing-tongues may be cut out of the holders ¢
themselves and bent over the adjacent pack-
ages of envelopes, as shown in Fig. X.

I have hereinabove stated that the holders
or retaining devices ¢ may be secured to the
outside of the backing d; but if desired said
devices may be secured to the inner face of
the backing, as will be readily understood.

The holders ¢ may also be made in the form
of an endless loop by gluing or pasting the
ends thereof together, and the several loops
of the packages may be glued or pasted to
the backing. When wire is employed as a
holder, it may be bent into proper form to en-
compass the paper or envelopes, and the ends
thereof Dbent at right angles and passed
through the backing and secured in position,
and this mode of securing will be found ad-
vantageous when the packages are made up
of a considerable number of envelopes or let-
ter-sheets.

The blocks of envelopes may be prepared
separately or combined with like blocks of
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letter-paper, as hereinbefore referred to, and
when made separate they may be inclosed in
boxes or simply in wrappers.

In the latter case the blocks of emvelopes
can be more conveniently packed for ship-
ment or- stacked in store, inasmuch as the
blocks may be laid flat one upon another,
while the advantages of the mode and man-
ner of putting up the envelopes, so far as the
consumers are concerned, will be readily ap-
preciated, and have been stated. The back-
ing of each block of envelopes may also be
secured to the wrapper %, so that such wrap-
per may be folded around the same; or the
backing may be dispensed with and the wrap-
per itself used as a backing, and such wrap-
per may be of any suitable material—as pa-
per, leather, or other flexible material—as the
fancy of the manufacturer may dictate, and
according to the style in which the blocks are
to be finished. Tinally, the blocks of envel-

. opes may be secured to the wrapper by past-
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ing a strip of paper of the width of the two
fasteners ¢ to the same and then pasting the
strip directly to the inside face of the wrap-
per. When both envelope and paper blocks
are combined, the envelope and paper blocks
may be secured opposite each other to the
wrapper /i, or the paper-block may be simply
laid upon the envelope-block, which is more
convenient for use.” To the opposite side of
the wrapper pockets p and p’ or other devices
may be secured for containing postal-cards
and postage-stamps, and such wrapper may be
provided with the usual fastening loops 2’ on
opposite edges, as shown in Figs. I and II,
for the insertion of a coyping-ink or other
pencil, or a fountain or stylographic pen, by
means of which the wrapper is secured. Pa-
per tablets may also be combined with these
envelope and letter-sheet blocks, thus pre-
senting all the necessary means for corre-
spondence.

The combined letter and envelope blocks
just deseribed may be inclosed in a card-board
or other box, while the wrapper or portfolio
may be ornamented in any desired manner
and according to the nature of the material
of which it is made, giving a wide range to

‘the fancy and taste of the manufacturer, and

when boxes are used the paper and envelope

blocks may be laid loosely in the wrapper or

portfolio therefor.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is— .

1. The combination, with a package of
double sheets of letter-paper orof a plurality
of superposed envelopes arranged with their
sealing-flaps overlapping one another, of a
holder ¢, of greater length than the paper or
cunvelopes, and inserted between the two pages
of the inner sheet of paper or under the flap
of the upper envelope of the package along
the fold thereof, and a baeking of more or
less rigid material to which said holder is se-
cured, as described, for the purposesspecified.

2. A block of letter-paper comprising a

backing of a more or less rigid material, a
plurality of superposed packages.of double-
sheet  letter-paper, said packages being ar-
ranged with their folded portions alternating
with the edges of the sheets, and a holder ¢
for each package inserted in the inner sheet
along the fold thereof, the ends of said holder
being secured to the backing, as described,
for the purposes specified.

3. The combination, with a package of en-
velopes arranged with their sealing-flaps over-
lapping one another, of a holder consisting
of a strip ¢, of more or less flexible material,
provided with a slit or slot for the passage of
said sealing-flaps, and a backing to which the
strip c is secured, as described, for the pur-
poses specified.

4. The combination, with two packages of
envelopes e, arranged relatively to each other;
as deseribed; the holder or holders ¢ for said
packages, and a backing, of more or less rigid
material, to which said holder or holders are
secured, of a fastener secured to said back-
ing and arranged to overlap the contiguous
edges of the packages of envelopes, substan-
tially as described, for the purposes specified.

5. A block of letter-paper or envelopes com-
prising a plurality of superposed packages of
such, arranged as described, and the holders
¢ for the individual packages, and a backing
or wrapper 1o which said holders are se-
cured, said backing or wrapper being con-
structed to inclose the block of paper or en-
velopes, substantially as described, for the
purposes specified. _

6. The herein-described: article of pape-
terie, comprising adoubled or folding wrapper,
a block-of envelopes consisting of a series of
packages of sueh, holders for each individual
package secured to the wrapper, ag described,
and a block of letter-paper consisting of a
plurality of packages of such, holders for
each individual package thereof, and a back-
ing to which said holders are secured, said
parts being arranged and combined substan-

tially as described, and for the purpeses speci-

fied.

7. The herein-described article of pape-
terie, comprising a double or folding wrapper
h, provided on its edges with loops A/, a
block of envelopes consisting of a series of
packages e of such, holders for each individ-
ual package secured to the wrapper, and a
block of letter-paper consisting of a plurality
of packages ¢ of such, holders for each. indi-
vidual package thereof, and a backing to
which said holders are secured, said parts
being arranged and combined substantially
as shown and described, and for the purposes
specified.

8. The herein-described article of pape-
terie, comprising a double or folding wrapper
I, provided on two of its meeting eages with
loops W/, and on one-half of its inner face
with receptacles p and p’, a block of envel-
opes consisting of a plurality of packages e
of such, holders for each individual package
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secured to the wrapper, and a block of let-
ter-paper counsisting of a plurality of pack-
ages o of such, holders for each individual
package thereof, and a backing d, to which
such holders are secured, said parts being
arranged and combined substantially as
shown and deseribed.

404,594 :

In testimony whereof [ affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

ADOLPII BUHLER.

Witnesses: ‘
EpwARD W. MEALEY,
Emin HENZETL.
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