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2 Claims. (C. 128-83) 
This invention relates to surgical instruments and, 

more particularly, to an instrument for inserting a pin 
into the bones of a body to hold these bones in rigid rela tion. 
In inserting pins according to present surgical pro 

cedures, the pins are held in a rotating device which is 
held in the hands of an assistant. The physician manipu 
lates the pin adjacent the finger or other part. 

It has been discovered that by providing a handle 
whereby the physician can manipulate the pin and also 
force it into the member, the entire operation can be simplified. 

It is, accordingly, an object of the present invention 
to provide an improved instrument for inserting pins into a body. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an im 
proved surgical instrument. 
With the above and other objects in view, the present 

invention consists of the combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter more fully described, illustrated in the 
accompanying drawing and more particularly pointed out 
in the appended claims, it being understood that changes 
may be made in the form, size, proportions, and minor 
details of construction without departing from the spirit 
or sacrificing any of the advantages of the invention. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a longitudinal cross sectional view of the in 

strument accordingto the invention; and 
FIG. 2 is a partially cut away isometric view of the 

device according to the invention. 
Now with more particular reference to the drawing, the 

device shown is indicated generally at 10. The device 
has a handle 11 which is formed of a suitable contour 
to be received in the hand of a person and large enough 
to permit a comfortable twisting action. The entire device 
including the reduced size threaded portion 16, split end 
12, and handle 11 are made of a single piece of ma 
terial; for example, metal, so that the device can be easily 
and readily sterilized. The split end 12 and sleeve 14 
make up a chuck. The inside of split end 12 will be 
knurled so pin 17 can be adequately gripped or the chuck 
could be geared as in the well known drill chucks. 
The split tapered end 12 receives the internally 

threaded sleeve 14 on the externally threaded portion 16 
of the handle 11 and the tapered end 15 of the sleeve 14 
squeezes the parts defining the slots 21 of the split tapered 
end 12 together around the slots 21 so that the pin 17 is 
thoroughly gripped. Pin 17 may be up to 64 inch in 
diameter, for example. 
An axial hole 13 extends entirely through the instru 

ment thereby allowing the pin 17 to extend from either 
end. Thus, in practice, the physician can grasp the handle 
11 in one hand and hold the finger 18 of the patient in 
the other. The pin 17 can be clamped firmly in the han 
dle so that only a small part thereof extends from the 
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end of the instrument. The physician can then manipulate 
the handle so that it forces the pin into the joint 19 of 
the finger 18 as indicated by the dotted line at 20. 
Through the use of this instrument, the physician can 
simplify the operation of inserting the pins, will not need 
an assistant, and can carry out the operation described 
above more efficiently. 

Since only a small part of the pin need be between 
the end 12 and the finger at any time, the physician 
will have better control of the operation. After the pin 
is inserted to the desired depth, it can be cut off. 
The foregoing specification sets forth the invention in 

its preferred practical forms but the structure shown is 
capable of modification within a range of equivalents 
without departing from the invention which is to be un 
derstood is broadly novel as is commensurate with the appended claims. 
The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu 

sive property or privilege is claimed are defined as fol 
lows: 

1. An instrument comprising an elongated generally 
cylindrical handle extending completely in a longitudinal 
direction adapted to be received completely and in its 
entirety in a hand and held in said hand, a threaded mem 
ber on said handle, a reduced size neck portion fixed to 
said threaded member, a conical member longitudinally 
split on said neck portion, said handle, threaded mem 
ber, neck portion, and conical member all being inte 
grally connected together, a sleeve having an internal 
Surface engaging said conical member, a hole through 
said conical member, said neck portion, said threaded 
member, and said handle, a surgical pin in said hole, said 
sleeve being adapted to be tightened to clamp said conical 
member to said surgical pin in said handle, said handle 
and said pin and all parts thereof being disposed coaxially 
of each other. - 

2. A method of inserting a pin into a member of the body of a person comprising 
attaching said pin to a handle adapted to be held in 

a hand adjacent said member with only a short 
length of said pin between said handle and said mem 
ber, - 

forcing said pin into said member until said handle is 
near said member, 

attaching said handle to said pin further from said 
member and forcing said pin further into said mem 
ber, 

and cutting off said pin to the proper length. 
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