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© . This invention pertains to“supports and
- relates more specifically to folding tripods
" for-usein holding a vehicle, as for example

-an automobile, in elevated: position when not"
0 as-to relieve the wheels of its:

5° 11 service,
welight. "

any length of time. it is customary to jack

them up and to pile blocks beneath the axles-
10- to support the weight of the vehicle and re-

lieve the pneumatic tires of unnecessary

~ ~strain. As proper. blocks are not -always
réadily available, the blocking up of the
vehicle is often nheglected “and- even. when

- 15 blocks. are -actually .employed they are fre-
" quently so -carelessly -placed-as to form. an
.insecure-or uneven support for the weight
“of the vehicle; resulting in racking or strain:

“ing:its-frame and actually causing more

20 .damage than were:they dispensed with,

tion is to provide a rigid:support for use in

- helding-a:vehicle in elevated position without
- substantial danger of falling or'of straining.
.25 or racking its frame -and which ‘when-not-
- .in use thay be folded into small compass-for -

“storage.”

oo Further objects are’to: ‘-p'/rqﬁjdé ’air_‘silppoi;t-
- "having the above.characteristics which- may
‘beé. manufactured. cheaply from:- standard

[<3]
&

material, which-is strong enough to’support
-any- weight which-may. be imposed thereon
. by.usual types of vehicle, and which is: du-
© ., rable,. compact, simple .in construction; and
Light in weight. =0 o 0570 oy

7wt Ine the accompanying’ drawings. a pre- -
ferred embodiment of the invention is:illus-:

trated by way of example; and in'such draw-

40 Fig. 1:is a diagrammatic front elevation
- of a motor vehicle. shown ‘as supported in

. elevated position by the use of supports em-

bodying the present invention; .

Fig. 2 is-a plan view of such a Usuppo’ft;v

45  Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the support
-2 of Fig.-2; ST e
Lot Pego40sta vertical  éross

- line &4 'of Fig. 3;and =~ . -
~-Fig.' 5 is a perspective view to larger
‘scale. illustrating a ‘connector  device em-

section. on- the

‘ployed ‘in the construction of the support..
. The support” forming ‘the subject-matter-
.- of the present invention comprises three legs

- 71, 2,73 respectively. - These legs are- préfer-

‘as shown. at

ably formed from -angle iron ‘and comprise

‘the flanges 4,.5; 6, 7; 8, 9- respectively.

.55 

Ordinarily -the two flanges of ‘each leg will -
be of equal width and ‘arranged at right - =
angles to each’other. - A" connector” device =

R IR LT - "for holding the several legs in operative re-
- When' automobiles are put in storage for:

lation:: is-1ndicated at 10.. This connéctor

60

device is preferably formed from a lemgth

of T iron; whose: cross member comprises

-the flanges 11,712 lyinig in the same sybstan:

tially vertical plane and which has the inter-

secting member or flange 13, the thrée flanges o
Intersecting - along  a - substantially vertical =
hine. " The'flanges 11, 12-are provided with =~ -

‘openings 14, 15 respectively while the flange-
13 is provided ‘with an opening 16. - Rivets
.17, 18 pass through the openings-14; 15 re-
- spectively, and serve.as pivots for the legs -
1,2, the rivets passing through openings in. -
‘ .. .the flanges 5 and- 7 of the respective legs:
- The principal .object of thé present-inven- - '

A rivet-19 serves pivotally to connect the

the opening 16 in the ldtter.

«.'The upper edges of the flanges 11, 1‘.23: SRR
80 -

constituting the cross piece of the connector

flange 9 of the leg 3 with the flange 13 of -
‘the connector, such rivet passing through'

are inclined inwardly as indicated at 20, 21

‘respectively, thus providing a V-notch which -

serves as‘the supporting and.positioning ele~

ment “for-the-.axle of the vehicle when

mounted upon the support. Preferably the 85

upper.edge 22 of the:fange 13 is eut-off ‘in 7"

-a plane slightly below the bottom. of the . . .
M:notch in the cross piece so-as not to inter-- . 5w

fere with-the axle of the vehicle: - The outer
edge of the flange-13 is inclined-downwardly
s shown. at 23; while the outer edges 24, 25
of .the flanges: 11,"12 respectively are sub-

stantially“straight' and . parallel.. .

-7 The legs 1, 2.0f the device are of substani-

tially. equal length, but ‘it is preferred to

makethe leg 3 somewhat shorter than the
-other-legs.so. that when the device is placed =~ = .
upon the fioor or: other support as indicated . = .-
-at F, Fig. 4, the plane of the legs 1, 2 inclines .
~backwardly to some extent 5o that the axle

supporting element ' of ‘the connector lies

of the figure defined by the lower ends of

“the - several legs. - With - this "_arrange’m‘entgjm s

TR

~vertically above a-point within the periphery, E

the weight of .the vehicle is:supported in a 1%

stable ‘manner so' that a’ very: considerable

‘side-thrust would be necessaty to tip the =
“support sufficiently to permit the vehicle to - .



“10.

“dr op
‘are bevelled, off. as. indicated at 81 for ex-

Preferably the lower ends of the legs

ample in order that such ends may - mahe
firm contact with the ﬂoor
When the deviee is in use the seveml

“flanges of the connector lie in substantially

vertical planes and the upper portions of the

- flanges 4, 6 respectively of the legs 1 and 2

engage the outer edges 24, 25 of the con-

nector -device and hmlt outward swmomd

of the‘se legs. In the same way the hfu

.8 of the leg 3 engages the inclined outer edoe v
93 “of the ﬂqnfre 13 of the connector so that

~outward movement of the-leg 3 is likewise

20

~limited.

- DI"’LCO«

By prov,mhno the melmed edge 23

a long contact bearing is furnished so. that
the. lev 3, which may be considered as a
is very ﬁuny retained -in . position.
f-1t were deemed des1mb1e, it: 1§ evident

-"jithwt the outer edges of the flanges 11, 12

~might likewise. be bevelled so as-to provide

A lonﬂer contact “surface  for -engagement
~with the flanges 4, 6-.0f the legs 1 and 2.

“When it is “desired to support g vehicle A,

25 as shown in Fig. 1, in elevated position four
-of ‘the trlpod supports herein disclosed -are

med ed and after the veliicle has been jack-
ed up, two of such supports are

‘he V notches assist in: pmpehy positioning

“the supports. relatively to the axles, and -also

-to prevent slipping ‘of “the axles from -the

support, Whle as above n'){ed the rearward
rlng three legs formed from angle.iron:and

- inclination-of the plane of the legs 1, 2 when

40 -

50

55

in use adds greatly to the- stabﬂlty of the ve-
mcluf when' supported  thereon.
device is'not in use if is manifest that the Jegs
may be folded into parallelism’ with each

other, thus occupying comparatively -small
ZLspace.
* “weight while exceedingly strong, and asall’

-The “device is relatively light -in

of its parts ‘may be manufactured from

- standard material, and without any -expen-

SiVe machine. opemtlons, the: cost of man-

ifacture. is: small. »

TVhfl‘G I .claim and. desne to secure bv
Jeeters Patent of the United States is:

1. A tripod support for vehicles compus—
ing ‘4 T-shaped connector and: three - legs,
each leg being: formed- from angle iron and

'hcwmo’ one of its flanges pivotally secured
to a. side face-of a corres ronding-flange of
the connector, the: other

~securing.. two of .the: leos Lo the
¢ flanges eon&ututmfr the cross member, ancl

_ arranged
,,“ehe:v“h each axle, such as; the axle 30, and
the vehicle is. lowered slightly until its
-weloht is: carried by the several:supports.

When the

ange - obeach leg"

1,611,085

engaging the edrre of the corlespondmrr

fange. of the. connector for limiting outward

swinging movement of the regpective leg.

2. A tr1pod support for vehicles havme
three legs and a connector, said .connector

consisting of a length of T iron'disposed
with its cross membeér in’ a substantially

“yertical. plane, said cross member. having a

depression in its upper edge, and means for
aligned

the third leg to uhe 1nter ectmo member oi

«the T irom, respectlvely
3. A trlpod support for vehicles compris-

ing a. connector having two flanges lying in

the same vertical plane vand a- third: vertmwlly '

disposed flange arranged at right angles to

said plane, said latter dance having-a:down-

wardly 111011ned edge, and a leg secured to

_each-flange -of the connector; efwh leg being
provided: w1th a flange engaaeable with the

edge of the eorrespondmo flange of the con-
nector for limiting- movement of the rerec-
tive leg.

4 A tripod support. for Vehlcles compus— 2 8

ing aconnector and-three legs, said con-

neétor consisting of a length of T iron dis-
posed with all of its ﬂanoes in substantially .

vertical planes, and means for p1vota11y se-

curing one of the legs to each of said flanges,’

one of said. flanges hfwmo ‘an.inclined edge
portion for engfwemenb with ‘an element of

A triped support for vehicles compris-

cal connector device - formed from “T iron,

60
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“the. corresponding leg to determine the mor- -
jmal _operative posmon of the latter. '

sald oonnector device having all: its flanges

disposed. in substantlally Veltlcal plane

“the outer edges of the cross member of said
_connector - bemrr ‘substantiall Y. straight and -~
-paralle] .and Lhe ‘outer edge of the intersect-

ing member of the eonnector being down-

;_Wardly inclined, -and means for: plvotally
“connecting a ﬁanfre of two. of ‘the legs re-

spectlvely to the cross member of t‘le con-

mnector and-a flange of the other leg to the.

intersecting - member . thereof, uhe othel

flanges of the respective-legs beamn(r dgainst -

the corresponding outer edoes of the -con-

: nector to limit movement of The legs. '
- Signed by me at -Boston, ‘v{[ass thls 29th
day of: December 1929,
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