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This invention relates to books and more par 
ticularly to means for Securing the leaves to the 
covers of books, so that the leaves may be re 
tained indefinitely between the covers or may be 
removed, as a unit, from the covers and a new 
unit substituted. 
An important object of the invention is to pro 

Wide a simple and inexpensive means for remov 
ably securing the leaves to the covers of books, 
whereby portions of the securing means may be 
hidden from view, whether the book be open or 
closed. 
Another important object is to provide, in con 

junction with means to detachably Secure leaves 
to the covers of books, means functioning both 
to retain the securing means firmly to the leaves 
and to retain the leaves Secured together. 
Other objects and advantages of the inven 

tion will be apparent during the course of the 
following detailed description of the invention, 
taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, and in which drawings 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a stack of leaves, 
suitably slotted to receive portions of the Secur 
ing means mentioned. 

Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1 but with 
the portions of the securing means inserted. 

Figure 3 is a transverse Section through the 
stack of Figure 2, but with the free ends of the 
Securing means turned Over. 

Figure 4 is a view somewhat like that of Fig 
ure 2 but with portions of the Securing means of 
Figure 2 concealed by a leaf superposed on the 
stack of Figure 2, and showing the turned over 
means of Figure 3 to retain the portions of the 
securing means of Figure 2 in place and the leaves together. 

Figure 5 is a view of the back of the cover of a 
book, showing other portions of the embodiment 
of the securing means of Figures 1 to 4 inclusive. 

Figure 6 is an enlarged fragmentary view of a 
unit of the securing means of Figures 1 to 5, as 
sociated with the book cover and the leaves. 
Figure 7 is an elevation of the two portions of 

the unit of Figure 6. 
In the drawings, wherein for the purpose of 

illustration is shown a preferred embodiment 
of the invention, this embodiment is designated aS 
F, including: leaves G.; cover H; securing ineans 
J for the leaves Gand cover H; and means K for 
retaining portions of the means J in place as 
Well as securing the leaves G together. 
In the book construction F, the leaf G is pro 

vided, adjacent its inner or back-engaging edge 
66, with a plurality of slots 6. 
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slots are narrow, although they may be wide, and 
they extend parallel with the edge 60. 
The cover H for a stack of leaves G may have 

spaced-apart perforations 65, in its back 66, de 
pressions 67 surrounding the perforations 65, and 
cover portions 68 and 68, joining the back 65. The 
perforations 65 are so disposed, with respect to 
the stack of leaves G, that their respective axes 
align with substantially the centers of the slots i. 
With reference to the means J, this includes 

suitable inserts or members in the slots 6. Pref 
erably, the inserts or members are strips or plugs 
70 of suitable soft metal, longer than the thickness 
of the stack of leaves G. Each strip or plug () is 
adapted to quite snugly fill its slot 6, with the 
ends of the Strips or plugs extending Outwardly 
of the stack, upon insertion thereof, and for a 
purpose later detailed. 
The means J also includes a, cover-inserted por 

tion or member 2 which is, preferably, a screw 
having a head 2 and Screw threaded Shank 3, of 
metal harder than that of the strip or plug , 
adapted to cut screw threads in the Soft metal 
insert strips or plugs 0. The plug or member 
70 and portion or member 7 comprise a unit. 
The outwardly-extending ends 5 and 76 of 

the strips or plugs to provide the means K since, 
When the strips or plugs 7) are inserted in the 
slots 6 with the ends 75 and 76 protruding, these 
ends 75 and 76 are Suitably manipulated as to 
extend over the outermost of the stack of leaves 
G. and in intimate contact with these outermost 
leaves. The ends 5 and 6 may be bent over to 
effect this, and then provide the means K and 
prevent the main portion of the strip or plug TC 
from tearing away from the stack of leaves G and 
also aid in retaining the stack together. 

After a stack of slotted leaves G is assembled, 
With the slots 6 thereof aligned, the strips or 
plugs 0 are inserted and the ends 5 and 76 
turned over to contact the Outer Surfaces of the 
Outer leaves G. 
The now secured-together stack of leaves G is 

then inserted into a cover H so that the perfora 
tions 65 therein align with substantially the cen 
ters of the plugs or strips 70, a suitable number 
of screw-threaded portions f of means J are 
inserted into the perforations 33 and the portions 
7 rotated to either cut through the leaf mate 
rial between the edges 6 of the leaves and central 
portions of the strips or plugs 70 and then into 
these central portions, and this will detachably Se 
cure the stack of leaves G and cover H together. 

Metal, displaced by the free end of the screw 
Preferably, these 55 threaded Shank 73 will tend to retain the slightly 
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bulging plugs or strips O in tighter engagement 
with their associated leaves. 

From the above, it will be seen that a practical, 
inexpensive and sturdy structure is provided for 
conventional book covers which are provided with 
Suitable openings in their backs. The stack of 
leaves may be marketed as a unit, carrying the 
means J, or simply the leaves-inserted portions of 
this means, for cooperation with covers, carrying 
the covers-inserted portions of this means. Thus 
the covers may be used lepeatedly and the stacks 
Of leaves, permanently Secured together, by the 
means K, and stored or filed for reference, if de 
Sired. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In an insert assembly for loose-leaf books, a 

plurality of stacked leaves each provided with a 
Substantially straight edge and a substantially 
Straight slot closely adjacent and paralleling said 
edge, all of said slots in said stacked leaves being 
in substantial alignment; a metallic plug with 
in each of the combined aligned slots of the stack, 
with the free ends of said plug being turned over 
to extend over and in contact with the outermost 
leaVeS Of the Stack; and 8: SCreW-threaded Inlein 
ber for each plug, having a Screw-threaded shank 
portion of metal, constructed and arranged to cut 
Screw threads into its plug upon rotation of said 
Screw-threaded member, the metal of said shank 
portion being harder than that of said plug and 
the length of said shank portion being such that, 
When the free end of said shank portion is fully 
Screwed intO Said first-nanhed plug and the ma 
ti'ial Of Said leaves in the path of Said Shank 
portion from said edges to said plug, a section of : 
said Shank portion will extend outwardly of the 
planes of Said edges. 

5 

10 

20 

3) 

35 

4. 
2. In an insert assembly for loose-leaf books, a 

plurality of stacked leaves each provided with 
a Substantially straight edge and a Substantially 
straight slot closely adjacent and paralleling 
Said edge, all of said slots in said stacked leaves 
being in Substantial alignment; a metallic plug 
Within each of the combined aligned slots of the 
Stack and in Snug-fitting relationship with the 
Walls of said slots, with the free ends of said plug 
being turned over to extend over and in contact, 
With the Outermost leaves of the stack; and a 
Screw-threaded member for each plug, having a 
Screw-threaded shank portion of metal, con 
Structed and arranged to cut screw threads into 
its plug upon rotation of said Screw-threaded 
member, the metal of said shank portion being 
harder than that of said plug and the length of 
Said shank portion being Such that, when the 
free end of said shank portion is fully screwed into 
said first-named plug and the linaterial of said 
leaves in the path of said shark portion from 
Said edges to said plug, a Section of Said Shank 
portion Will extend outwardly of the planes of 
Said edgeS. 
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