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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE II. BROWN, of
Long Island City,in the county of Queens and
State of New York, have invented a new and
Improved Ribbon-Holder, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription.

My invention relates to improvements in a
device for holding ribbon and analogous ar-
ticles; and the object of my invention is to
produce a simple device which may be se-
cured to thespool of a roll of ribbon, braid, or
similar article and which will hold the rib-
bon with an even tension and which willalso
guide the ribbon so that it may be rewound
upon the spool as evenly as it was at first.

A further object of my invention is to con-
struet the spool for carrying the ribbon and
the holder in such a manner that a number
of spools may be piled one upon the other
with the same facility as can the ordinary
spools.

To this end myinvention consists in certain
features of construction and combinations of
parts, which will be hereinafter described and
claimed.

Reference is to be had to theaccompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1is a perspective view of a spool of
ribbon provided with my improvements. Fig.
2 is a cross-section through the spool, show-
ing the holder in detail. Fig. 3 is a detail
end view of the spool and holder. Fig.4 isa
detail plan view of the ribbon guide and
holder. Fig. 5is a broken sectional view of
a modified form of holder as applied to a
spool, and Fig. 6 is a broken end view of the
same.

The spool 10 is of the ordinary construe-
tion, except that it has end recesses 11, in
which the body of the holderand the springs
thereof may lie, so that the spools may be
piled readily one upon another without any
interference from the holder, and the spoolis
adapted to carry the ribbon 12 and the usual
strip of paper 13, which is wound with the
ribbon to prevent thelatter from beingsoiled
and to facilitate its easy winding and un-
winding. The spool may be made of any
material, but is preferably made hollow and

of light cheap substance, such as paperboard,
and in this case the central portions of the
ends of the spool are reinforced, as shown at
14,50 as to form a bearing for the holder-arms.

The holder is made, preferably, of wireand
extends across the face of the spool, as shown
at 15,and is doubled, so that its sides 16 will
extend radially across the ends of the spool,
these side pieces 16 being bent under attheir
lower ends, as shown at 17, and the bent por-
tions 17 approximate in length to the depth
of the recesses 11, so that a keeper is formed
between the bent parts 17 and the part 15,
which keeper is adapted to embrace the fab-
ric upon the spool. From the bent parts 17
the wire of the holder extends tangentially
across the ends of the spool, forming the
spring-arm 18, and is coiled to form the
springs 19, which give the necessary tension
to the holder, and from the springs the wire
of the holder extends inward, forming the
spring-arm 20, to a point opposite the ends of
the spool, where it is again bent inward, as
shown at 21, these ends entering perforations
in the end of the spool, and thus forming a
bearing for the holder. Thesprings19 should
be sufficientlystrong so that when the ribbon
is unwound the part 15 of the holder will be
pressed againstthe face of the spool, asshown
in Fig. 3, and thecoils 19 are short enough so
that they will be retained within the recesses
11 of the spool. The part 15 is adapted to
press upon the outer surface of the ribbon or
other fabiric, as shown in Fig. 1, and it will be
seen that as the fabric is unwound the said
part 15 will continue to press with a nearly-
equal tension uponthe ribbon. A small wire
22 extends nearly parallel with the part 15 of
the holder and is bent near the ends, as shown
at 23, and is coiled at the ends around the
part 15 of the holder, thus forming a keeper,
which is adapted to receive the ribbon 12, as
shown in Figs.1 and 4, and this keeper serves
as a guide, so that in case a quantity of rib-
bon is unrolled it may be rolled back evenly
upon the spool.

To-operate the holder, the operator grasps
the springs 19 between the thumb and finger
of one hand and with the other hand pullsthe
paper and ribbon or other fabrie 12 from the
spool, and the spool will turn on the bent
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ends 21 of the holder, while the tension of the
holder on the ribbon will cause the ribbon to
run evenly, and to rewind the ribbon the
spool is held in the same manner and turned
baek in the opposite direction.

It will be understood that the holder may
be of a somewhat different shape from that
shown in the drawings without departing
from the principle of my invention; but it is
essential that the keeper formed at the outer
portion of the holder should be spring-pressed
and that the spring portion of the holder be
contained within the recesses of the spool, so
that the spools may be nicely piled upon each
other.

As shown in Figs. 5and 6, spiral springs 24
are substituted for the spring-arms 18 and 20
of the holder, the springs having their outer
ends secured -to the main keeper near the
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parts 17 and theirinner endssecured to studs
25, which are pivoted in the ends of the spool.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

A ribbon-holder comprising a spool having
recessed ends, a main keeper extending across
the face of the spool, the said keeper having
arms extending across the ends of the spool,
which arms are formed into spiral springs
and having bent ends pivoted in the spool
ends, and a gunide-keeper secured to the main
keeper opposite the face of the spool, sub-

| stantially as described.

GEORGE H. BROWN.

Witnesses:
WARREN B. HUTCHINSON,
E. M. CLARK.
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