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This invention relates to holders or supports 
for maintaining members, such as staffs or the 
like, in upright positions, and more particularly 
to such a support, including legs to grip the 
lower portion of the member. 
An important object of the invention is to pro 

Wide a means for firmly supporting, in an up 
right position, an elongated slender member, 
such as a flag staff, or a broader, but elongated 
member, such as a Christmas tree. 
Another important object is to provide a Sup 

port or holder for such members which Sup 
port or holder for such members is of light 
Weight and the body portion of which may be 
readily cut or stamped from a sheet of suitable 
material and then folded into Shape, 

Still another important object is to provide a 
support, as described above, which is particu 
larly adapted as a holder for table-size Christ 
mas trees, flags and the like, and is so con 
structed that it will not mar the table top or 
other Surface upon which it is placed. 
Another object is to provide such supports, 

which may be readily nested for shipment and 
storage. . . 
Yet another object is to provide a staff holder 

which may be constructed from a pair of blanks 
formed from suitable lengths of stock, the shape 
of the blanks being such that the quantity of 
Waste stock is Small, 

Other, objects and advantages of this inven 
tion will be apparent during the course of the 
following detailed description, taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings, forming a 
part of this specification and in which draw 
ings: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the novel 
support or holder, Supporting an upright mem 
ber. 

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the support, 
with the member in horizontal section. 

Figure 3 is a side elevation of the novel support. 
Figure 4 is a vertical section substantially upon 

the line 4-4 of Figure 2. 
- Figure 5 is a side elevation of the same, col 

lapsed. 
Figure 6 is a vertical section substantially upon 

the line 6-6 of Figure 5. 
Figure 7 is a side elevation of One of two like 

portions, constituting the new Support. 
Figure 8 is a blank of one of either of the two 

like portions making up the legs of the Support. 
Figure. 9 is a vertical sectional view, some 

what similar to Figure 4, but illustrating em 
ployment of the holder in supporting a member 
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of greater diameter than the member of Figure 4. 
In the drawings, wherein for the purpose of 

illustration is shown a preferred embodiment of 
the invention and wherein similar reference 
characters designate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, the letter A. may 
designate the novel support or holder; B, the 
blank for One-half thereof; and the letters C and 
D members supported by the holder. 
The novel holder or Support A comprises two 

substantially like portions which may be of 
any Suitable Springy or resilient material or 
stock such as heavy cardboard or sheet metal, 
and a means for joining them together and 
attaching the supported member C or D thereto. 
The portions 0 include a pair of hollow, up 

wardly converging legs 2, each having an elon 
gated narrow bottom Wall section 3, which joins 
the bottom Wall section 3 of the other of the 
pair by a joining section 4 so that the botton 
Wall Sections 3 and joining section 4 are pref 
erably integral and are, of course, of the springy 
or resilient material or stock referred to above. 

Extending upwardly from each bottom wall 
section 3 is a pair of side wall Sections , with 
the upper edge 6 of each forming, with the bot 
tom wall section f3, an acute angle, while the 
inWard edge 7 of each side wall section 5 forms, 
With the bottom Wall section 3 an obtuse angle. 
As a result the upper or top wall section 8 of 
each leg 2, which extends from the side wall 
Sections 5, projects farther inWardly than does 
its aSSociated bottom Wall Section: 3. With this 
construction, the top Wall section 8 slopes up 
Wardly and inwardly. 
There is no inner wall section but, since the 

material may be cardboard, in order to provide 
a Sturdy construction, there may be provided an 
end flap 9 connected along one side of each top 
Wall section 8 and adapted to lie against one 
side wall Section 5, as shown particularly in Fig 
ures 1, 6 and 7, where it may be secured to the 
Side Wall Section in any approved manner, as by 
Suitable fasteners or rivet members 20. 
At the outermost end 2 of each leg 2, the 

bottom Wall section 3 and top wall section 5 of 
each leg Come together, with the top wall section 
bearing upon the bottom Wall section as in Fig 
ures 4 and 9. 
Means to embrace and grip a portion of the 

lower part of the members C or D is provided 
and comprises the Wall 22 of an arcuate recess 
Or reentrant opening at the upper end of the top 
wall section 5 of each leg 2. These arcuate 
Openings extend around portions of the periph 



ery of the staff, tree or the like, particularly as 
shown in Figures 1 and 2. . 
Means for joining the two portions 0 to 

gether with the joining sections 4 of each por 
tion 0 crossed, as in Figures 4 and 9, may com 
prise a fastener, Such as a nail, tack or ScreW, 
inserted, with its head 24 downward and its 
shank 25 extending through the tWO OVerlapping 
sections f4 and into the lower end 26 of a mem 
ber C or D supported by the holder A, as in Fig 
lures 4 and 9. 
Since each portion 0 may be constructed from 

a single sheet of suitable material or stock, a 
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novel blank is shown in Figure 8. In this blank, 
the corresponding sections of the portions fo are 
given corresponding reference characters. Par 
alleling fold lines 30 define the side edges of the 
bottom Wall sections 3 and two of these lines 
30, together with the fold lines 3 define one side 
Wall of each pair. 

Fold lines 32, with the paralleling fold lines 3 
define the sides of the top wall sections 8, which 
sections, it will be noted are narrower than the 
bottom wall sections 3, and the fold lines 32 and 
the edges 33 define the sides of the flaps f9. 
The left-hand fold lines 30 together With the 

edges 34 define the sides of the side Wall sections 
5 not directly attached to the top wall sections 
8. The edges 25, 26 and 37 of the side wall sec 

tions and bottom and top Wall sections, respect 
fully, define the outermost and lowermost ends 
of the legs 2 while the sloping opposite edges 7 
of the side wall section 15 provide for the jutting 
of the top walls 8 over the inner ends of the 
bottom walls 3, as noted. 
The reentrant openings 39 are of course de 

fined by their walls 22 as heretofore stated. 
Suitable spaced-apart perforations 48 may be 
provided for the fasteners 26, and a perforation 
4 may be provided for the fastener 25. 
Economy in the use of stock is assured, since 

there is but little waste stock. The edges 33 and 
34 of adjacent blanks are nearly parallel, or two 
blanks with their edges 33 together, may be 
stamped out from the Stock. 
There is but little space employed in shipping 

or storing piles of the blanks, and they may be 
readily folded into shape and two combined to 
form a holder. 

In folding, the side wall sections 5 may be 
folded along the fold lines 30 upwardly and 
slightly inwardly, the top wall sections 8 folded 
along the fold lines 3 to face the bottom Wall 
sections 3, and the flaps 9 folded downwardly 
to contact and parallel one side Wall section 5 
of each pair, whereupon the fasteners 20 may be 
inserted. Then two portions 0 may be crossed 
at their joining sections 2 and Secured together 
with a fastener 25. 

In inserting a member C or D into the holder 
A, the member C or D may be tipped so that 
the lower end 26 is raised and inserted into the 
holder whereupon the means may be driven 
into the end 26. Upon standing the holder A 
upon a suitable horizontal surface With the men 
ber C or D upright, the joining sections f4 of the 
holder will arch as in Figures 4 and 9 due to the 
fact that, when the bottom is substantially flat, 
as in Figures 5 and 7, the upper inner ends of 
the top wall sections 8 are quite close together 
(in any case opposite pairs of upper inner ends 
are closer together a distance less than the di 
ameter of the lower end 26 of a member C or D) 
and when these ends of the top Walls Spread 
apart to embrace the lower end 26, this spreading 
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causes the resilient joining sections 4 to arch 
upwardly. The weight of the member, however, 
tends to press downwardly upon this arch and 
thus forces the legs into gripping contact with 
the members C and D. - 
From Figures 4, 6 and 7 it will be seen that a 

particularly sturdy construction is provided, even 
if cardboard is employed, since the top Wall Sec 
tions f, which contact the periphery of the 
member C or D, as the case may be, and retain 
it upright, are braced by the downwardly diverg 
ing side Wall sections 5, and by the bottom wall 
sections 3 at the ends 2. 

Various changes may be made to the form of 
the invention herein shown and described with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention 
and scope of the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a support, for a vertically-disposed staff 

and the like, a pair of crossing, substantially, like, 
continuous portions, each portion comprising a 
pair of upwardly-converging legs and a joining 
Section of Springy material eXtending from the 
inner lowermost end of One leg to the like end of 
the opposite leg, each leg having a bottom Wall 
section, upwardly converging side wall sections 
joining the sides of the bottom Wall Section, and 
a top wall section joining the Sides of the side 
Wall sections and sloping upWardly and in Wardly 
towards the center of said support, the upper 
nost end of each of said top wall Sections being 
provided with an arcuate reentrant opening, and 
means joining said like portions where their join 
ing sections overlap, the length of each leg be 
iing such that when said botton Wall sections and 
joining sections are substantially flat, the ends 
of said top walls, provided With said arcuate Open 
ings, will be Spaced apart a short distance and 
when said bottom Wall sections are upwardly 9,nd 
inwardly converging and said joining. Sections 
are upwardly arched, said ends of said top Wall 
will be spaced apart a greater distance. . 

2. In a cardboard Support for a vertically-dis 
posed staff and like member, four upwardly and 
iiiwardly inclined legs, each leg having a bottom 
Wall of resilient cardboard material With the 
wall extending from the inner end of one leg. 
to the spaced-apart inner end of the opposite leg, 
opposite, angular side Walls extending from said 
botton wall, and a top Wall joining said side 
walls and longer than said bottom wall, said top 
wall having means to embrace a portion of the 
lower part of a nember inserted into Said Sup 
port, comprising walls defining an arcuate recess. 
in the innermost end each of said top Walls; with 
ail of said recesses normally in close proximity 
one to the other, and means to attach to Said 
support, the lowermost end of said member in 
serted into said support With the weight of Said 
member bearing upon those Sections of said bot 
ton walls extending from the inner end of each 
leg. 

3. As an article of manufacture a blank for 
a pair of legs of a staff holder, comprising a sheet 
of resilient stock, provided with a narrow, elon 
gated leg bottom section, a pair of angular leg 
side wall sections extending along each side of 
said bottom section, fron each end thereof and . 
ending short of the transverse axis of Said bot 
tom section, one side. Wall section of each pair 
being disposed upon one side of Said bottom Sec 
tion, and the other side wall section of each pair 
being disposed upon the other side of said bot 
tom section, the first named side Wall section of 
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each pair having an outward extension, providing 
a top wall section and an outward extension be 
yond said first OutWard extension, providing a 
flap, the longitudinal axis of either of Said top 
wall sections forming an acute angle with the 
longitudinal axis of said bottom section and the 
ends of said top wall sections farthest from said 
bottom wall section having an arcuate reentrant 
opening, all of said side Wall sections being fold 

able along longitudinal fold lines between then 
and said bottom section, Said top Wall Sections 
being foldable along longitudinal fold lines be 
tWeen then and their adjacent Side Wal Sections 
and along said flaps, and said flaps being fold 
able along longitudinal fold lines between them 
and said top wall sections, to lie in contact with 
the second named side wall sections of each pair. 

FRANK A. BURTON. 


