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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

Bridging and sealing means for the outwardly opening
channels of assembled prefabricated building panels. The
channels include interlocking longitudinally extending
strips. and a longitudinaily extending U-section strip
bridges the channels with its closed end in sealing en-
gagement with a cover sheeet on the outer surface of
the panels.
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This invention concerns improvements in or modifica-
tions of the roof, wall and like structures comprising, for
example, prefabricated building panels which are assem-
bled together in the same plane in edge to edge relation,
wherein at least some of the abutting edges of the panels
are formed with upwardly (or outwardly) opening chan-
nels, and wherein the abutting channels of adjacent panels
are fitted with sealing strips comprising longitudinal edge
portions which are engaged respectively one in each of
the two abutting channels, each of said strips being pro-
vided between said edge portion with a longitudinal rib
which is beaded along its outer edge and adapted to
be forced between the meeting edges of the channels so
as to close said meeting edges on the inside of the panels.

The sealing strips may be of substantially U cross sec-
tion arranged with the limbs thereof engaged respectively
one in each of the two channels with the outer walls of
the chaunels sandwiched between the limbs of the seal,
and with the closed end of the U covering the upper or
outer free edges of said outer walls of the channels.

The object of the present invention is the provision
of improved means for bridging and sealing the channels
of abutting edges of adjacent panels, to ensure that pene-
tration of water between the edges of adjacent panels is
prevented.

According to this invention, there is provided a roof,
wall or the like structure comprising prefabricated build-
ing panels which are assembled in the same or substan-
tially the same plane in edge to edge relation, and where-
in at least some of the abutting edges of the panels are
formed with upwardly (or outwardly) opening channels,
and wherein the abuiting channels of adjacent panels are
fitted with substantially U section sealing strips arranged
with the longitudinal edge portions thereof engaged re-
spectively one in each of the two abutting channels, with
the closed end of the U covering the upper or outer edges
of the outer walls of the channels, and which is char-
acterised in that the opposed outer faces of the outer
walls of the channels have formed integral therewith, or
have applied thereto, longitudinally extending strip-like
parts having complementary ribs and recesses which are
capable of interlocking, i.e. the ribs on one strip engaging
in the recesses in the other strip, when the U section
sealing strip is fitted in position and the opposed outer
walls of the two adjacent channels are urged outwardly
towards one another.
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To enable the invention to be clearly understood, an
embodiment thereof will now be described by way of
example with reference to the accompanying drawing,
wherein the single view is a vertical section taken through
two adjacent roofing panels.

Referring to said drawing, the two roofing panels or
units 1 comprise frames 2 which are bolted or otherwise
secured together.

Each unit 1 comprises a cover 3 of sheet P.V.C. formed
along one or more of the edges of the panel with chan-
nel section portions 4, in which are located longitudinal
edge portions 5 of a substantially U section P.V.C. seal-
ing and bridging strip having its capping or closed end
6 covering the upper outer edges 4a of the outer walls
of the channel portions 4.

Each of the outer opposed faces of the outer walls of
the adjacent channels is formed integral with, or has ad-
hered thereto, P.V.C. strips 7 formed with longitudinally
directed rigs and recesses as shown, the arrangement be-
ing such that when the sealing strip is fitted in position
the edge portions 5 urge the outer walls of the two chan-
nels 4 outwardly towards one another and so cause the
ribs in one strip 7 to enter the recesses in the other and
complementary strip, thereby forming a completely water-
proof interlocking joint between the two outer walls of
the channels 4.

We claim:

1. A building structure, comprising prefabricated bujld-
ing panels assembled in a common plane in edge to edge
relation, outwardly opening channels formed on said
panels at their abutting edges, a longitudinally extending
U-section sealing strip having the parallel side limbs there-
of fitted one in each of the two channels at the abutting
edges of two adjacent panels and bridging said chan-
nels, the closed end of the U covering the outer edges of
the outer walls of said channels, and complementary in-
terlocking longitudinally extending ribs and recesses on
the opposed outer faces of the outer walls of the channels
urged into interlocking engagement to provide a water-
proof seal by the fitment of the side limbs of the U sec-
tion sealing strip in said channels.

2. A building structure, comprising prefabricated build-
ing panels assembled in a common plane in edge to edge
relation, a covering on each of said panels, an outwardly
opening channel formed integral with an edge of said
covering, longitudinally extending ribs and receses on the
outer face of the outer wall of said channel, a longitudi-
nally extending U-section sealing strip having the parallel
side limbs thereof fitted one in each of the two channels
to seal said channels at the abutting edges of two adjacent
panels, the closed end of the U covering the outer edges
of the outer walls of the channels, the closed end of
the U including outwardly extending arms in sealing en-
gagement with said cover, the ribs and recesses on the
outer walls of two abutting channels being complemen-
tary. and being urged into interlocking engagement to
provide a waterproof seal by insertion of the limbs of the
U-section sealing strip into said channels.
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