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This invention refers to box signs and has
for its object to provide a sign adapted to be

- used either by day or by night, that is to say,

either by means of its self-contained source

. of illumination or by means of illumination

“ derived from the sky or when used in a shop

window front from the normal lighting
means of a shop front.

It is an object of the invention to provide

.. a ' box sign having a forwardly-arranged dis-

play device such as a transparent stencil and

a rearwardly-arranged translucent reflector,

means for illumination being provided be-

hind the said reflector. The space between
15 the reflector and the stencil is left uncovered
or may be covered by clear glass, and light
entering this space is reflected by the'reflector
through the stencil which it renders visible.

When no external light is available with ac-
g0 Cess into this said space illumination is pro-
vided from the means arranged behind the
translucent reflector which may comprise or-
dinary electric light bulbs, and the steneil is
again rendered visible.

In the preferred form, the translucent re-
flector comprises a plate of glass having one
surface silvered, the silvering being however
thin so that it reflects some light falling on it
from in front and also can transmit some
3¢ light falling on it from behind.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing in which
Fig. 1 shows a perspective view partly
broken away of the box sign according to the
35 invention,
Fig. 2 being an end view of Fig. 1.
Fig. 8 is a detail view of a fragment of a
reflector shown to an enlarged scale.
Turning now to the drawings, the form
40 here illustrated comprises a frame 1 having
a front framing 2 against which is placed a
display device 3 here shown in the form of a
stencil which is generally opaque and has
clear letters. The display device 3 leans
45 against the back of the framing 2 which is
inclined forwardly from the baseplate 4 of
the sign frame 1. The translucent reflector 5
is arranged behind the stencil 3 at an angle
thereto. In the form shown it is inclined
50 rearwardly from the baseplate 4 and the bot-
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tom edges of the stencil 8 and reflector 5 are
spaced some slight distance from each other.
The reflector 5 leans against blocks 6 formed
on the side walls of the sign frame 1 and the
stencil and reflector are held down by copper .
clips 7 of usual form. Rearwardly of the re- =
flector 5 the box sign frame comprises an
upper horizontal batten 8 from which one or
more electric lamp bulbs 9 are suspended to
serve as a source of illumination behind the g,
reflector 5.

. The reflector 5 in' the form shown com-
prises a glass plate which has been silvered
over all its rearward surface, the silvering
however, being sufficiently thin to make the g5
mirror translucent. '

The side walls of the sign frame 1 are fitted
with internal plain mirrors 11 to conserve the
light within the space a.

- In.-the form shown, the reflector 5 is ar- 7o
ranged at an angle of 30 degrees to the ver-
tical. ‘

It will be appreciated that the space a be-
tween the reflector 5 and the stencil 3 is un-
covered at the top or is covered by clear glass 75
or other light transmitting medium.

In use, light entering the top of space ¢
and falling on the reflector 5 will be reflected
forwardly theréof, and will illuminate the

“stencil 8 rendering it visible. Alternatively, go

when no such light is available, light derived
from the electric lamp or lamps 9 will be
transmitted through the reflector 5, being dif-
fused or scattered by the thin silvering, and
will equally render the stencil 3 visible. The g5
internal rear wall of the frame 1 may be cov-
ered by a mirror or may be whitened to effi-
ciently employ all the light emitted from the
lamp 9. - '

‘The box sign illustrated is intended for use 9o
in shop fronts where the light entering the
space ¢ will be derived either from light en-
tering the shop window or from the usual
sources of illumination in the shop’ front.
Such light will enter the space ¢ from the 95
front thereof and for this reason the reflector
5 is arranged comparatively steeply. Where,
however, the box sign is intended to be used
on facias or outside a building where the
daylight illumination is derived from the 10
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sky, the reflector 5 will preferably be ar-
ranged at an angle rather nearer 45 degrees,
and the stencil 3 would in this case be ar-
ranged more nearly vertically. In the form
shown, it is arranged to slope forwardly from
the base 4 in order that its upper edge may
give sufficient width to the space ¢ for ample
amoutit of light to enter the space for illu-
mination of the stencil after reflection by the
reflector, the lower edge of the stencil being
arranged rearwat#fy of the forward edge to
some extent to diminish the total bulk and
weight of the sign.

It is to be understood, however, that the
invention is capable of a wide variety of ma-
terial embodiments and that the preferred
form ‘illustrated and the several modifica-
tions described are to be taken merely as pre-
ferred examples of the same, and that
changes in arrangement and construction of
parts may be made as required and found
suitable so long as they remain within the
spirit of the invention and scope of the fol-
lowing claims.  For example, the translucent

»5 reflector may be of any known form.

Further the frame of the sign might hold

only the front display device and the rear-

ward translucent reflector arranged at an
abgle thereto, the sign then being suspended
in front of a normal or usual illuminating
lamp in a shop front for which purpose the
rear of the reflector is left exposed.

I claim: ,

1. A box sign comprising a front display

5 -device, a rearward translucent reflector ar-

ranged at a backwardly sloping angle there-
to and an illuminating means behind said
reflector, the reflecting area of the translu-
cent reflector being disposed next to the dis-
play device, the arrangement being such as
to permit light entering from above between
the reflector and display device to be de-

- flected onto and through said display device,
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said illuminating means acting through the
reflector for the 1lumination of the display
device. , ,

- 8. A box sign comprising a frame, means
to hold a trans;mrent display device in said
frame, means for holding a translucent re-
flector in said frame behind said display de-
vice and at an angle thereto, the reflecting
surface of said reflector being arranged next
to the display device and-open to light ad-
mitted between the reflector and display de-
,m‘:ﬁ), and means for holding an electric light
bulb behind said reflector.

3. A box sign for use by day or night in
shop ,fronts comrprising a base, a stencil
slaping forwardly from the frent of said
base, B translucent reflector behind said
stencll sloping rearwardly from said base,

and #luminating means behind said reflec- -

for. |
. 4, A box sign including a front display
device and a rearward translueent reflector

1,769,824

arranged at an angle thereto, the face or re-
flecting surface of said reflector being next
the display device and open to the admission
of light between said reflector and display
device, the rear of said reflector being ex-
posed to separate artificial illuminating
means.

5. A sign comprising a translucent dis-

lay panel, a plate arranged at a rearward
inclination to said panel and adapted to re-
fleet light reaching its front surface to said
panel and to transmit light reaching its rear
surface to said panel, a source of artificial
light behind said plate, a casing carrying
said display panel, plate and source of arti-
ficial light and formed with a top opening
between said panel and said plate for admis-
sion of extraneous light to the front of said
plate for reflection through said panel.

6. A sign comprising a translucent display
panel, a thinly silvered glass plate arranged
at a rearward inclination to said panel and
adapted to reflect light reaching its front
surEice to said panel and to transmit light
reaching its rear surface to said ‘panel, a
source of artificial light behind said plate,
a casing carrying said display panel, plate
and source of artificial light and formed

‘with a top opening between said panel and

said plate for admission of extraneous light

to the front of said plate for reflection {

through said panel.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
WILLIAM ALBERT BURNS.

70

76

86

100

105

- 110

115

120

125

130



