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1 
. . This invention relates to new and useful im 
proVernents in holders for invoice books. 
One object of the invention is to provide an 

improved holder for an invoice or similar book 
of Such construction that outdoor use of the book 
is facilitated. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an improved invoice book holder having novel 
means for Securing the book and its sheets in 
position. So as to permit handling of the book 
without soiling and without premature displace 
ent of its Sheets. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an improved holder, of the character described, 
having a frame for receiving an invoice book and 
means for confining the back of the book where 
by its sheets are exposed for use, together with 
means for frictionally confining the book and its 
sheets to prevent blowing of Said sheets and tear 
ing of the Same. 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
Wide an improved holder, of the character de 
scribed, having a recess for receiving an invoice 
book and a separate recess for advertising ma 
terial. 
A construction designed to carry out the inven 

tion will be hereinafter described together with 
other features of the invention. 
The invention will be more readily understood 

from a reading of the following specification and 
by reference to the accompanying drawing, 
Wherein an example of the invention is shown, 
and wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of an invoice book holder 
constructed in accordance with the invention, 

Fig. 2 is a transverse, vertical, sectional view, 
taken on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1, 

Fig. 3 is a transverse, vertical, sectional view, 
taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1, 

Fig. 4 is a transverse, vertical, sectional view, 
taken on line 4-4 of Fig. 1, 

Fig. 5 is a transverse, vertical, sectional view, 
taken on the line 5-5 of Fig. 1, and 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view, partly in section, of 
a portion of the holder. 

In the drawing, the numeral 0 designates the 
substantially rectangular frame or housing of a 
holder for an invoice or similar book of the 
type used in gaSoline Stations. The book f is of 
the tablet type and includes a plurality of sheets 
f2 having one of their ends fastened to a back or 
cover 3 by staples 4, which sheets may be torn 
from Said book after use. Although the exact 
construction of the housing fo is subject to varia 
tion, the Sane preferably includes a pair of com 

10 

5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

50 

55 

2 
plementary frame members 5 and 6 having co 
acting marginal flanges and 8, respectively. 
The upper member 5 forms a top or cover for 
the lower member or base f6 and preferably has 
its marginal flange 7 surrounding and snugly 
engaging the upstanding flange 8, whereby the 
frame members may be fastened by securing their 
flanges together. It is desirable to form an open 
ing 9 in the cover so as to provide a recess for 
receiving an advertising or display card 20. Mar 
ginal flanges or lips 2-f depend from the cover 
at opposed sides of the opening 9 and may bear 
against the base. As shown by the numeral 22, 
the portion of the base below the recess is pref 
erably raised or upset to support the card 20 with 
its ends confined beneath the edge portions of 
the cover at the ends of said recess (Figs. 2 and 5). 

For receiving the book il, an opening 23 is 
formed in the cover and is substantially comple 
mentary to said book. The opening 23 is pref 
erably of slightly greater width and length than 
the book so as to provide a recess for said book 
and is Surrounded by end flanges 24 and longi 
tudinal flanges 25 which depend from the cover. 
As shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 4, the end flanges 24 
bear against the base and the longitudinal flanges 
25 terminate above said base so as to be spaced 
therefrom. A retaining member or plate 26 rests 
upon the base beneath the opening and is pref 
erably of less length and greater width than 
said opening whereby the longitudinal margins 
of the plate underlie the longitudinal flanges 25 
as shown by the numeral 27 to slidably confine 
the plate (Figs. 2 and 5). The main body 
of the plate 26 is upset or raised between its 
longitudinal margins 27 and the confining flanges 
25 to provide a raised portion 28 disposed with 
in the receSS and Spaced from the base 16. The 
raised or upset portion 28 is of sufficient width to 
receive the back 3 of the book therebeneath 
So as to Secure or fasten said book in the recess. 
It is pointed out that the book may befrictionally 
engaged with the plate by forcing the stapled 
end of said book toward said plate so as to wedge 
the end of the latter substantially against the 
staples 4. Thus, accidental dislodging or dis 
placement of the book is prevented. 

For holding the sheets 2 in position and pre 
venting blowing or accidental tearing of the same, 
a clamping element or bar 29 extends transverse 
ly acroSS One end of the recess and may overlie 
the free or Outer ends of said sheets. The bar 
29 is Substantially U-shaped and has lateral ex 
tensions or legs 30 at its ends extending through 
openings or slots 3 formed in the lower por 



3 
tions of the longitudinal flanges 25. A suitable 
coil 32 is formed in each leg 30 and the free end 
33 thereof extends at right angles to said leg So 
as to bear against the base 6 and provide 
a Spring for urging the bar downwardly. Due to 
this mounting of the clamping bar, it is manifest 
that limited movement of the same is permitted 
and the resiliency thereof enhanced. The clamp 
ing bar frictionally engages the uppermost sheet 
of the book SO as to confine and prevent acci 
dental displacement of said sheet and the under 
lying sheets. Since the clamping bar is resilient, 
the Same may be readily Swung upwardly when 
it is desired to place the book therebeneath or 
to remove sheets from Said book. It is noted 
that the book may be inserted in either end of 
the receSS due to the slidable mounting of the 
plate 26. 
From the foregoing, it is believed to be readily 

apparent that a compact holder of simplified 
construction for an invoice book has been pro 
vided. The holder prevents damaging or soiling 
of the book and permits outdoor use, such as in 
gasoline stations. The book is firmly held in 
position by the retaining plate or member 26 
and the clamping bar 29 assists in holding the 
Said book in position as well as its sheets. The 
Slidable confinement of the retaining member 
facilitates insertion of the invoice book and 
makes it possible to Snap the stapled end of said 
book into Wedging engagement with and against 
the end flange 24 of the recess. Due to the pro 
vision of the recess formed by the opening 9, 
advertising or display cards may be aSSociated 
with the invoice book and unobtrusively brought 
to the attention of the customer when the in 
voice is presented for signature. Obviously, the 
card may be changed from time to time since it 
may be readily disengaged. The coacting mar 
ginal fanges 7 and 8 reinforce the housing, as 
do the flanges which surround the recesses. 
The foregoing description of the invention is 

explanatory thereof and Various changes in the 
size, shape and materials, as well as in the de 
tails of the illustrated construction may be made, 
within the Scope of the appended claims, with 
out departing from the Spirit of the invention. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent is: 
1. A holder for an in Voice book having a back 

including, a housing having a pair of substan 
tially flat frame members, coacting marginal 
flanges on the frame members for connecting 
said members together, one of Said frame men 
bers having an opening for receiving the in Voice 
book in Overlying relation to the other frame 
member, and a retaining member confined in 
the opening in Spaced relation to said underlying 
frame member for receiving a major portion of 
the back of the book therebeneath to secure Said 
book in Said opening. 
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2. A holder as set forth in claim 1 including, 

means depending from the margin of the Open 
ing for confining the retaining member therein. 

3. A holder for an invoice book having a back 
including, a housing having a pair of Substan 
tially flat frame members, coacting marginal 
flanges on the frame members for connecting 
said members together, one of said frame mem 
bers having an opening for receiving the in Voice 
book in overlying relation to the other frame 
member, a retaining member slidably confined in 
the opening in Spaced relation to Said underlying 
frame member for receiving the back of the book 
therebeneath to Secure said book in Said open 
ing, the member being of leSS length than said 
opening to permit insertion of the book from 
either end. 

4. A holder for an in Voice book having a back 
including, a housing having a pair of substan 
tially flat frame members, coacting marginal 
flanges on the frame members for connecting 
said members together, one of said frame men 
bers having one or more openings therein, One 
of the openings receiving an invoice book in 
Overlying relation to the other frame member, 
and means in One of the openings for overlying 
a major portion of the back of the book to con 
fine Said book in Said opening. 

5. A holder including, a Substantially flat base, 
a complementary cover secured to the base in 
overlying spaced relation, the cover having an 
opening overlying Said base for receiving an in 
Voice book having the usual back and sheets, a 
plate Supported by Said base and having an 
upset portion in the opening for receiving the 
back of the book therebeneath, the upset por 
tion of the plate being of less length than said 
opening to permit insertion of the book from 
either end, and a marginal flange depending 
from Said cover in Surrounding relation to said 
opening for confining the plate. 

FOREST C. HODKIN. 
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