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other performing other offloading operations to enhance operations.

(57) Abstract: Methods and systems
for receiving liquefied natural gas (LNG)
and delivering vaporized natural gas to a
pipeline in fluid communication with onshore
equipment and methods for importing LNG.
In one embodiment, an open-sea berth import
terminal includes a platform, which is fixed
to the sea floor and includes two or more sets
of berthing structures. LNG carriers berth at
the open-sea berth import terminal to transfer
LNG to a storage vessel moored at one of
the berthing structures. LNG vaporization
facilities, either on the storage vessel or the
platform, vaporize the LNG prior to delivery
to the pipeline. The storage vessel may
include a barge or another LNG carrier. In
other embodiments, the open-sea berth import
terminal may have no storage facilities, but
two LNG carriers may berth at the berthing
structures to concurrently perform offloading
operations, with one transferring LNG and the

122

124



WO 2008/073152 A3 NI DA0 00 000000 00 OO

(88) Date of publication of the international search report:
9 October 2008



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

International application No

PCT/USO7/ 16546

A CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

IPC F17C 9/02( 2006 01),B65D 88/78( 2006 01),E02B 17/08( 2006 01)

USPC 62/50 2,1 14/256,405/203

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC

B FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)

US 62/50 2, 114/256, 405/203

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched

None

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)

None

C DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category * Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No
Y US 2005/0 115248 Al (KOEHLER et a) 02 June 2005 (02 06 2005), see entire document 1-62
Y US 6,546,739 B2 (FRIMM et a) 15 April 2003 (15 04 2003), see entire document 1-62
Y US 2003/0 136132 A | (HARLEY et a) 24 July 2003 (24 07 2003), see entire document 1-62
Y US 3,766,583 A (PHELPS) 23 October 1973 (23 10 1973), see entire document 1-62
E,Y US 2007/01441 84 Al (WIJINGAARDEN et a) 28 June 2007 (28 06 2007), see figure 8 and 1-62
figure 7
A US 2006/0156744 Al (CUSITER et a) 20 July 2006 (20 07 2006), see entire document

[:] Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C

D See patent family annex

. Specia catcgortes of cited documents

“A  document defining the general state of the art which is not considered to be of
particular relevance

E’  ealier application or patent published on or after the international filing date

L document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is cited to
establish the publication date of another citation or other specia reason (as
specified)

‘0 document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means

‘P document published prior to the international filing date but |ater than the
priority date claimed

T later document published after the international filing date or pnonty
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the
principle or theory underlying the invention

X document of particular relevance, the claimed invention cannot be
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step
when the document is taken alone

Y document of particular relevance, the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is combined
with one or more other such documents such combination being
obvious to a person skilled in the art

t& document member of the same patent family

Date of the actual completion of the international search
27 May 2008 (27 05 2008)

Date.of mailing of the international search report

| 4 JoL Lo

Name and mailing address of the ISA/US
Mail Stop PCT, Attn ISA/US
Commissioner for Patents

PO Box 1450
AlexandTia, Virginia 223 13- 1450

Facsimile No (57 1) 273-3201

AuﬂPﬁ!&
\W\iam C

N
Telephone o {571) 272-3750

Form PCT/ISA/2 10 (second sheet) (April 2007)




	front-page
	wo-search-report

