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To all choir, it may concen: 
Be it known that I, SAA: UEL L. ALLEN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
loorestown, in the county of Burlington 

and State of New jersey, have invented cer 
tain new and useful improveinents in Nui 
Crickers, whereoi the following is a specifi 
cation, reference being had to the accom painying drawing. 

Miy invention relates particularly to that 
class of nut crackers that are designed to be 
ineid in the hand of the operator and espe 
ially adapted for household or table use. 
The principal objects of my invention are 

to provide a nut Cracker that will so engage 
a nui, as to efficientiy crush the shell in such 
a direction with respect to the longitudinal 
axis of the nut, as to cause it to bulge uni 
formly and crumble without injury to the 
kerael. 
Cther objects of my invention are to pro 

vide a nut, cracker which may be adjusted to 
automaticaliy accommodate auts of widely 
different sizes and shapes, and so designed 
as to avoid any possible injury to the oper 
atOr. 

hiy invention further comprehends a nut 
cracker having jaws arranged to engage the 
nut in zones intermediate of its ends. 

Specifically stated the form of my inven 
tion hereinafter described comprises rela 
tively opposed iaws movable linearly with 
respect to each other by relatively movable 
handles having ratch and pawl mechanisin 
whereby their relative successive osciliation 
effects a relative linear approach of the jaws 
step by step. - . 

ify invention also includes all of the va 
rious novel features of construction and air 
rangement as hereinafter more definitely specified. 
in the accompanying drawing, Figure 1. 

is a plan view of a nut cracker constructed 
in accordance with my invention, showing 
in dot, and dash lines, a nut engaged there 
in: Fig. 2, is a side elevational view of the 
structure showin in Fig. 1: Fig. 3, is a trans 
verse-vertical sectional view taken on the 
line 3-3 in Fig. 2 and showing the inner 
face of the stationary jaw; Fig. 4, is a trans 
verse vertical sectionai view taken on the 
line 4-4 in Fig. 2. 
In said figures the frame 1 is preferably 

formed of channel bar and has its forward 

end upturned to form the stationary jaw 2 
and its 'ear end formed into a handie 3 
having iii its inner face a raicii bar 5 whic 
is provided with 'atch teeth 6 formed 
therein. 

Opposing the stationary jaw 2 and mov 
airie linearly with l'espect thereto is the jaw 

which is carried by the crosshead 9 em 
racing the frate 1 and arranged to slide 

longituciinally thereon toward and away 
from Said jaw i and having the inturned tail 
piece it) which is connected with the cross 
bar 12 between the depending flanges 13 of 
the fraine 1, by the coiled spring 15 which 
tends to draw the jaw toward the jaw 2 
into engagement with the nut 16 which may 
be of any size or form. 
The cross-head 9 is provided with the pin 

tle 1 upon which the movable handle 19 is 
arranged to rock, and said handle 19 carries 
the pawl 20 which is mounted to swing upon 
the pintie 21 and which has its free edge 22 
engaging the teeth 6 of the ratch bar 5, so 
that when the handle 19 is rocked away from 
the handle 3 the tooth engaging edge of 
said pawl will be shifted forward to engage 
the next forward tooth of the ratch, which 
when the handles are again caused to ap 
proach each other the jaw it is forced for 
Ward toward the jaw 2, employing the last 
engaged tooth as an abutment. 
The handle 19 is normally separated from 

the handie 3 in opposition to the grip of the 
operator by the spring 23 which is coiled 
around the pintle 17 and extends oppositely 
from the coil and respectively engaged with 
said trainie 1 and with the pivoted end of 
the paw 20 as shown in Fig. 2. 

it. Will be readily seen that by thus press 
ing upon the pivoted end of the pawl 20 the 
handle 39 is forced away from the handle 
3 by the spring 23 while the pawl 20 is 
forced into engagement with the teeth 6. 
Said handle may be perforated as shown in 
Fig. 1 if desired. 
As hest shown in Fig. 3, the jaws 2 and 7 

are provided with a lined apertures 25 and 
26 respectively which are preferably circu 

S. 

lar but which may be of any other desired 
configuration, of such dimensions as to per 
mit the ends of the nut to extend through so 
as to engage said nut as close as practical to 
its transverse medial plane. 
By thus engaging the nut in Zones inter 
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Inadiate of its ends the shell is caused to 
buige uniformly about its medial Zone, so 
that when it crumbles the kernel may be ex 
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tracted intact. do not desire to limit my invention to the 
precise details of construction and arrange 
ment herein set forth, as it is obvious that 
various modifications may be made therein 
without departing from the essential fea 
tures of the invention as defined in the ap 
pended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim : 
1. A nut cracker having a frame provided 

with a jaw and handle, a cross-head slidable 
on said frame and carrying a jaw in aline 
ment with the jaw on said frame, a Spring 
tending to force said jaws together, a han 
dle pivoted to said cross-head, a pawl pivot 

20 ed to said handle and arranged to engage 
said frame to effect the progressive ap 
proach of said jaws when said handles are 
relatively oscillated. 

2. A nut cracker having a frame provided 
- s 

separate said handles. 
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with a jaw and handle, a cross-head slidable 
on said frame and carrying a jaw in a line 
ment with the jaw on said frame, a Spring 
tending to force said jaws together, a han 
die pivoted to said cross-head, a pawl piv 
oted to said handle and arranged to engage 
said frame to effect the progressive approach 
of said jaws when said handles are rela 
tively oscillated and a spring tending to 

3. A nut cracker having opposed nut 
cracking jaws provided with means for re 
taining the nut, yielding means tending to 
force said nut cracking jaws together, and 
relatively movable handles arranged to ef 
fect the approach of said jaws lineally. 

In testimony whereof. I have hereunto set 
my hand in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

SAML. L. ALLEN 

Witnesses: 
WAI. H. RoRERTs, 
WM. H. RoBERTs, Jr. 
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