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This invention relates to racks or holders
adapted to temporarily receive correspond-

ence papers, reference files, documents, etc.,

and .especially to that class thereof which
;5 may be attached to the stands of various
types of office machines such as dictating ma-
chines, typewriters, computing machines and
the like. ; , (
The invention has for one of its objects
10 the provision of an improved device of this
character which may be readily attached to,
or removed from, the stand in connection
with which it is to be used.. ' ,
“A further object of the invention is to. pro-
15 vide a rack which possesses several desirable
characteristics such as lightness, neatness and
cheapness. R
Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a rack which is sufficiently roomy to
20 contain a large or small quantity of docu-
ments or loose papers and hold the same in
place and against being accidentally thrown
out or blown about by a draft of air.
A still further object of the invention is
25 to so organize the several elements thereof
that the entire device may be firmly held on
the machine frame without the employment
of separate or extraneous clamping devices
or SCrews. : \ B
Turther objects of the invention will here-
inafter appear and be defined in the claims.
In some classes of machines generally used
in business offices, it is frequently desirable
that means should be provided for. tempo-
35 rarily receiving documents necessary to . be
consulted or referred to: during the work

30

which is being done on that particular ma- -

chine, or which may hold one or more which
are to.be maintained readily on hand so as

40 to be quickly accessible or to be stored away
for the time being, while one or more of the
documents of the file have been removed to
‘be used in the work. '

45 have table leaves which are either stationary
or may be hinged so as to be folded down
when not in use; while others are provided
with shelves on which the files not required
are placed for temporary storage. In either

50 case, the document files are laid down flat-

.any kind.

Some of the machines above mentioned -

wise and must be weighted down to keep
them from being blown open or accidentally
pushed off. Furthermore, the flat position
of the files, one on top of the other, renders
the removal of one of them, as needed, more
or less inconvenient, while, aside of this cir-
cumstance the uppermost file offers a large
surface for accumulation of dust and also

T
S

‘often invites the placing of other articles

thereon. ; : :

The present invention not only has the de-
sirable features above mentioned, but also
avoids the objections prevalent in such de-
vices heretofore proposed.. =

Briefly stated, our improved document or
correspondence rack consists of separate and
distinct units which may be economically
and uniformly made in large quantities and
is adapted for ready. attachment on, or de-
tachment from, practically all the office ma- 76
chine frames or stands in common use. The
several files or documents which the device is -
designed to hold are placed into it verti-
cally and, in order to provide accessibility to
the rack to suit different persons or condi- #°
tions, the rack may be placed at either the
right hand or left hand side of the stand, or
both sides may be equipped with racks, if so
desired.  In faect, the rack is of such con-
struction that it may be applied in any de-
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sired position, and is retained in such posi-

tion by the machine which that particular
stand carries, preferably without requiring
extraneous clamping or fastening devices of
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. An the accompanying drawing—
Figure 1.is a perspective view of a stand
equipped. with our improved rack, the stand.

‘shown being of the type used in connection
_with dictating machines. ' :

Fig. 2 shows a perspective view of the
rack as it would appear when removed -from
its position shownin Fig. 1.~
Tig. 8 is a side view of the rack. :

Fig. 4 shows a top view thereof. ’ 55
Fig. b represents a horizontal section on
line 5—5 of Fig. 3.. o

In order to make the rack as light in

‘weight as well as inconspicuous as possible,

it is formed of one continuous length of wire, 1.3
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which 1s bent to be properly suspended on
the top edge of the stand, and the file-receiv-
ing portions of which are symmetrical right
and left, so that the manufacture of the
devices in large quantities can be economi-
cally effected. '
The ends of the wire stand are bent at 10 to
form hooks which may be placed over any
portion of the top edge bar 11 of the stand
on which the machine is supported, such a
machine being indicated by the box-like
structure 12 similar to the one used for dic-
tating machines. In fact, the rack is shown
in the drawing as applied to such a stand.
Extending downwardly from the hooks 10
are suspension-members or hangers 13 which
are bent sidewise at their lower ends, as at
14, to form rest-portions 15 for resting
against the legs 16 of the stand, and, in order
to steady the hangers at those points, the
wire is again bent, as at 17, to form portions
18 adapted to embracé the outer faces of the
legs 16, as will. be readily understood.
Formed by short return bends 19 of the wire

; and extending therefrom horizontally ave

a pair of portions 20 which constitute the
bottom of the pocket 21, the rear portion of
which is formed by the hangers 13 above de-
scribed, while the front portion is ‘consti-
tuted. by vertical sections 22 formed by
bends 23 on the connector-portions -24,
whereby the bottom-portions 20 are con-
nected with the bends 23. :

The upper ends of the front-pieces 22 are

55 connected by a connector length 25 which is

preferably provided with an outwardly ex-
tending finger-piece 26 formed by suitably
bending the wire as shown.’ :

When considering the rack above de-
seribed, it will be seen that the file-receiving
pocket 21 is formed by the bottom sections
20. the rear sections or hangers 13, and the
front sections 22, leaving the top or throat
of the pocket opern as clearly shown at 27 in
Fig. 3, so that the files may be readily placed
into the pocket from the top, while, on the

~ other hand, they may easily withdraw side-
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wise.or upwards.

Mention has above been Ih‘ade that the im-

proved rack is adapted to hold the files in

compact or “closed” condition so that the
papers contained therein will be protected
against disarrangement or being blown
about by air-drafts. T .
In order to accomplish this result in a
ready and efficient manner, the hangers 13
have bent-out portions 28, the upper connec-
ting portions 29 of which are preferably
sloped as shown to guide the lower edges of
the files or papers during the insertion there-
of into the opening 27 of the pocket 21.
The opening 27 therefore, will be consid-
erably reduced when compared with the low-
er portion of the pocket 21, and it may, in
fact, be ertirely but yieldingly closed as in-

1,804,455

dicated at 30, it being understood that the
resiliency of the wires 22 will permit the
opening 27 to accommodate itself to the thick-
ness of the file to be placed therein, as indi-
cated at 31.- , )

By referring to Fig. 3, it will be noted that
the major portion of the pocket 21 is dis-
posed outside of the vertical line 32 of sus-

‘pension on the hooks 10, so that the pre-
ponderance of weight of the rack, even when .

empty, will tend to hold the lower part of
the rack, or move particularly the rest-mem-
ber 15 against the legs of the stand. Any
files placed. into the pocket will naturally
increase such tendency, and while under or-
dinary circumstances, this condition may be
sufficient, yet it is deemed desirable to pro-
vide means whereby the lower end: of the
rack will be locked in' its pesition against
the legs of the stand, there adding to the sta-
bility of attachment as well as obviating any
possible “Happing” of the rack during the re-
moval of the entire outfit from one pldace to
another. S .

Because the weight of the machine rests
upon the hooked ends 10, any aecidental dis-
placement thereof will be prevented, and it
1s evident that when the lower part of the
rack is also locked agdinst the legs, the en-
tire structure becomes a substantial and close-
fitting unit. _

‘While various means may be employed for

~accomplishing these desired results, the in-

vention comprises a locking member formed

‘of & wire 33 curled tiear one end around one

of the hangers 22 and of such length that its
ends 33 and 34 will engage the inner or rear
portions of the legs 16; as clearly shown in
Fig. 5. The natural resilieney of the lock

wire 83 as well as of the hangers 13 will per--

mit considerable leeway in the actual shaping
of the wire so that the legs 16 may be firmly,
although yieldingly, engaged by the rest-
portions 15 and lock member ends 34 and 35.

The position of the lock wire 83, vertically
on the hangers 13, is also such that the hook-
ends 10 will be forced against the top bar 11
of the stand, and:consequently all rattle be-
tween the rack and the stand will be obviated,
even if the machine normally supported by
the stand should be removed therefrom.

Varidtions and modifications may be made
within the scope of this invertion and por-
tions of the improvements may be used with-
ott, others.

Having now described the invention, what

‘is claimed as new and for which it is de-

sired to obtain Letters Patent, is:—

1. A file rack comprising a frame made of
wire bent to form a pocket and adapted to
be’ suspended from a bar conmecting a pair
of legs of a stand, the pocket being located
beyond the vertical line of suspension, where-
by its lower portion will be caused by grav-
ity to vest against thie legs of the stand, the
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portions of the frame resting against the legs
being each shaped to embrace a side of the
leg; and a lock bar connected to the frame
and embracing the other sides cf the legs
for holding said frame in position.

9. A file rack comprising a frame made of
wire bent to form a pocket and adapted to
be suspended from a bar connecting a pair
of legs of a stand, the pocket being located
beyond the vertical line of suspension, where-
by its lower portion will be caused by gravity
to rest against the legs of the stand when sus-
pended from said bar; and a lock bar carried
by said frame and engaging the stand legs,
for holding said {rame in position thereon.

3. A file rack comprising a frame having
a pair of depending members and made of
wire bent to form a pocket and having means
for suspending the pocket from a bar con-
necting a pair of legs of a stand, means
adapted to rest against the front of the
legs of the stand, and means secured to one
of said depending members adapted to en-
gage the rear of said legs and the other de-
pending member for holding the frame se-
curely against said stand.

4. A file rack comprising a frame made of
wire bent to form a pocket and having means
for suspending the pocket from a bar con-
necting a pair of legs of a stand or the like,
and means adapted to rest against the legs
of the stand ; and a lock-bar mounted on the
frame for positively holding the frame
against the legs of the stand or the like,

5. A file rack comprising a frame made of
wire bent to form a pocket and having means
for suspending the pocket from a bar con-
necting a pair of legs of a stand or the like,
and means adapted to rest against the legs
of the stand; and a lock-bar mounted on the
frame for positively holding the frame
against the legs of the stand or the like,
said lock-bar being pivotally mounted on
the frame for movement to and from opera-
tive position when applying the frame to
or removing it from the stand, respectively.

Signed at Bridgeport, in the county of
Fairfield, and State of Connecticut, this 6th
day of July, 1926.

' ALFRED V., BODINE.
JOSEPH M. LUCARELLE.



