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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, TrroDORE M. (FUEST, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at Mora-

via, in the county of Caynuga and bbate of New-

York, have invented a new and useful Fruit or
Vetretable Peeler, of which the followmor isa
spemﬁcatlon

The mventmn relates to-certain improve-
ments in devices of that class employed for
paring fruit and vegetables, and has for its

principal object to provide a paring-knife of

simple and economical construction, which

may be employed for the expeditious removal

of the skins of fruits and vegetables:.

A further object of the 'invention is to pro--

vide a device.of this character in Which 2
novel form of knife - holding frame is em-
ployed in connection with a detachable knife,
so arranged that it may be readily removed
and another knife.substituted therefor.
- A still further object of the invention is to
provide a device of this character in which
an adjustable guard is employed for regulat-
ing the depth ‘of cut of the knife.

Wlth these and other objectsin view the in-
vention consists in the novel construction and
arrangement of parts hereinafter described,

_ illustrated in the accompanying drawings, and
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particularly pointed out in the appended
claims, 1t being understood that various
changes in the torm, proportions, size, and
minor details of the structure may be made
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing any of the advantages of the invention.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11is
a perspective view of a paring-knife con-
structed in accordance with the invention.
Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional elevatlon of
the same. Fig. 3 isaperspectiveview of one
of the arms of the holding-frame and a por-
tion of the knife, showing the manner of con-
necting the two. Fig. 4 is a detail perspec-
tive vlew of the ad;ustable guard. Figs. 5
and 6 are elevations showing slight modifica-
tions in the arrangement of the knife and
guard. Fig. 7 isa perspective view illustrat-
ing a slwht modification in the’ method of
connectlnv the paring -knife to its paring-
frame.

Similar numerals of reference are employed

to mdlcate corresponding parts throughout
the several ficures of the drawings.

In carrying out the invention I employ a
knife-holding frame 1, preferably formed of a
piece of light metal, such as wire, bent to
form two arms 2 and 3 and of convenient

i size to be readily grasped in one hand. The
terminal ends of the arms are curved or in-
‘clined to a slight extent, as indicated at 4,

and in the adjacent faces of these arms are
formed small slots 5, having terminal shoul-
ders or walls 6, forming stops for the rear
edge of a parmg-kmfe 7.

The knife 7, which is preferably formed of
steel, is crenerally arranged on a slightly-
curved line, its. cutting edge being nearest
the handle portion of the frame and its oppo-
site enids being received within the slots 4 of
the frame. Where the knife is curved, it is
held in place within the slots by the slight
tendency which it has to reassume an initial
straight position, although this in all cases is
not absolutely essential to the proper reten-
tion of the knife in place. -

8 designates a guard preferably curved in
form and bent at its opposite ends in such
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manner as to embrace the arms 2, serving -

to some extent to maintain the armsin proper
relation to each other and bind the terminal
ends of the knife. That edge of the guard
nearest the knife is rounded, as indicated at 9,
in order to more closely follow the general cur-
vature of the surface of the fruit or vegetable
being pared, and the guard as a whole is ad-
justable toward and from the knife, increase
or decrease in the distance between the cut-
ting edge of the knife and the adjacent edge
of the guard producing a corresponding varia-
tion in the thickness of the paring.

. The knife edge is preferably on a plane a
trifle above the upper edge of the guard, so
that the cutting effect may be gained by press-
ing the guard proper very slightly on the sur-
face of the fruit or vegetable; but the depth
of cut may be slightly increased by the exer-
cise of greater pressure to increase the curva-
ture of the guard and allowing the knife to
enter more deeply, while variation in the depth
of cut due to differences in the character of

the fruit and vegetables may be instantly made
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by shifting the guard while the instrument is
in use, one edge of the guard being engaged

by the thumb and the opposite edge by the fore-

finger, as indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 1.
The character of the cut may be somewhat

varied by placing the knife at an angle other .

than a right angle to the general plane of the
frame, and the guard may be disposed in a
similar manner, these modifications being
shown in Figs. 5 and 6, while the structure in
other respects remains the same.

‘While it is preferred, for the sake of ec¢on-
omy, to make the handle member of the simple
piece of wire, it is of course obvious that the
frame may be formed of cast or other metal
or may be partly solid, as shown at 2’ in Fig. 5.

The device forming the subject of the inven-
tion is intended principally as a hand instru-
ment, which may be manipulated in accordance

with the character of the fruit or vegetable

being pared, or the knife may be held sta-
tionary and the fruit or vegetable moved, as
is common in the paring of potatoes, or the

knifeand guard may beapplied without change

to any ordinary form' of paring-machine
wherein a revoluble or movable support is em-
ployed for moving a fruit or vegetable into
contact with a relatively stationary knife.

In Fig. 7 is illustrated a slight modification
of the means for connecting the knife to its
paring-frame, the frame hav1n0° a slot into
which the end of the knife extends and the
two being held firmly together by means of a
small rivet or screw.
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Having thus described the invention, what
is clalmed is—

1. Ina device of the class specified, a frame
comprising a pair of arms having grooved end
portions, a curved cutting-blade having its op-
posite endsadapted to the grooves,and acurved
guard slidably mounted on the two arms and
adjustablé toward and from said cutting-blade.

2. In adevice of the class specified, a frame
comprising a pair of arms each provided with
an inclined slot, a knife-blade having its oppo-
site ends disposed within the slots, and a guard
carried by said arms and adjustable thereon.

3. Inadevice of the class specified, a frame
comprising a pair of spaced arms each having

a groove, a guard member embracing both.

arms, .and a knife having its opposite ends
fitted within ‘the grooves, the length of the
knife being greater than the distance between
the bottom walls of said grooves.

4. In a device of the class specified, a frame,
a knife carried thereby, and aguard carried by
the frame, that edge of the cruard adjacent to
the knife being curved outward toward the
knife so that the central portion of the guard
shall lie closer to the kmfe than the end por-
tions thereto.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my swnature in

-the presence ot two withesses.

THEODORE M. GUEST
Wi tnesses:

dJ. A THbMA_S,
JaMmes E. OeDEN.
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