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To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, ALBERT EDWARDs, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the borough of Brooklyn, in the city and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Self-Clos 
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ing Receptacles, of which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to self closing re 

ceptacles, such as may be used as sanitary 
containers for refuse or the like, or which 
in smaller sizes may be used to hold such 
articles as dead matches and the device may 
be also used in the form of a toilet table re 
ceptacle, or on the dinner table, and for 
similar uses; and has for one of its prin 
cipal objects to provide such a receptacle 
which shall be simple in construction and 
convenient of operation, and in which the 
contents shall be kept out of sight. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction, arrangement and combination of 
various devices, elements and parts, as shown 
in the accompanying drawings and fully de 
scribed in this specification. 
In the said drawings, Figure 1 is a per 

spective view showing one of the forms in 
which my invention may be made; Fig. 2 
is a perspective view showing another form; 
and Figs. 3 and 4 are detail views to be here 
inafter described. 

In carrying my invention into effect in 
the embodiment thereof shown in Fig. 1, I 
provide a receptacle proper 11, which may 
be mounted upon supports 14, and which is 
provided with a door 12 hinged thereto, in 
order to permit the easy removal of the con 
tents of the receptacle, which door may be 
adapted to be secured in its closed position 
by latch members 13, of any suitable type. 
On the upper portions of the inside of the 
receptacle I provide hooks 16, from which 
may be suspended a bag 15, of canvas, bur 
lap, or any suitable material. 
The upper part of the receptacle is formed 

as shown at 17 in Fig. 1, the front and rear faces converging until they meet at the top 
of the receptacle. In this upper portion 17 

. I provide an opening having its transverse 
50 central line located at the top of the recep 

tacle, one end of said opening lying in the 
plane of said front face of the portion 17, 

and the other end being located in the rear 
face thereof. 
I provide a wire having one end 22 bent 

to surround the portion of this opening 
which occupies the front face of the portion 
17, a central portion 21 adapted to pass 
across the top of the receptacle, and another 
portion 18 adapted to surround the portion 
of the opening which occupies the rear face 
of the portion. 17. The wire is suitably se 
cured to the upper part 17 of the receptacle, 
the portions of the wire 18 and 22 serving 
to reinforce the edges of the opening, and 
the center 21 supporting the cover, now to 
be described. The wire is shown detached 
from the receptacle in Fig. 3. 
This cover consists of a piece of sheet 

metal or the like, having its central portion 
bent to surround the wire 21, and having its 
ends extending downwardly therefrom to 
form closures 19 for the front and rear por 
tions of the opening in the upper part of 
the receptacle 17. The portion 23 of this 
cover may be provided with a handle 20 
rigidly secured thereto. 
The operation of this embodiment of my 

invention is as follows: The bag 15, if it. 
is employed, being in place, and the door 
12 being closed and fastened, the receptacle 
is ready for use. The weight of each closure 
19 normally balances the weight of the other 
closure 19, both closures extend at approxi 
mately the same angle from the perpendicu 
lar plane extending longitudinally through 
the wire 21, and the receptacle remains 
closed. When it is desired to place any 
thing therein, the handle 20 is pulled, lower 
ing one of the closures 19, and providing an 
opening through which the article to be dis 
posed of may be dropped, the other closure 
19 being correspondingly raised. Upon the 
release of the handle the weight of the raised 
closure automatically closes the receptacle. 
If the article to be placed in the receptacle 
is appreciably heavy, it may simply be 
dropped or thrown upon one of the closures 
19, its weight causing the same effect as a 
pull upon the handle 20. The receptacle is 
emptied through the door 12. If the bag 15 
is employed, it may be removed bodily from 
the receptacle, closed by means of a draw 
string or by any suitable means, and carried 
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away, to be subsequently emptied and re 
turned or another bag substituted in the 
receptacle. 
In the embodiment shown in Fig. 2 I provide a cylindrical receptacle 24. In place 

of a door for the removal of the contents I 
provide a detachable bottom 25 provided 
with a constricted portion 31 over which the 
portion 24 may be placed. This bottom 25 
may be provided with supports 26 analogous 
to the supports 14. I provide an opening 
in the upper part of the receptacle, analo 
gous to the rectangular opening in the em: 
bodiment shown in Fig. 1; the opening in 
this embodiment being, however, preferably 
elliptical as shown in Fig. 2. This elliptical 
opening is surrounded by a reinforcing wire 
32, the central portion 27 of which bridges 
the shorter diameter of the ellipse and has 
secured thereto a cover comprising semi 
elliptical closures 28 and a central portion 
29, analogous to the closures 19 and central 
portion 23 respectively of the cover of the 
embodiment shown in Fig. 1. Rigidly se 
cured to the portion 29 is a handle 30. The 
operation of this embodiment of my inven 
tion will be obvious from the description of 
the operation of the embodiment shown in 
Fig. 1. 
The advantages of my invention will be 

easily understood from what has been above 
set forth concerning its construction and 
mode of operation. I do not limit myself to 
the exact forms described, as it is evident 
that various modifications might be made, 
without departing from the spirit and scope 
of my invention; as for instance, the por 
tion of the wire extending across the open 
ing may be partially or entirely dispensed 
with, and other means provided for pivot 
ally supporting the closure. It will also be 
understood that the device herein referred 
to as a handle may be merely a projecting 
member acting as a lever to facilitate the , 
opening of the receptacle, and not neces 
sarily as a handle strictly so-called. 

1,288,993 
Having thus described my invention what. 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is as follows: 
1 A self closing receptacle provided with 

an SES its upper E. a wire re inforcing the edges of said opening and hav 
ing a portion bridging said opening, and a 
closure pivotally secured on said bridging 
portion. 

2. A self closing receptacle provided with 
an opening in its upper portion, a member 
bridging said opening, and a closure hav 
ing a central portion pivotally secured to 
said bridging member and having end por 
tions, rigid with said central portion; adapted to close said opening when in their 
normal position, but both of said end por 
tions being free to open either inwardly or 
outwardly. 

3. A self closing receptacle provided with 
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an opening in its upper portion, a member 
bridging said opening, and a closure hav 
ing, a central portion pivotally secured to 
said bridging member and having end por 
tions rigid with said central portion, ex 
tending downwardly and outwardly there 
from and adapted to close said opening. 

4. A self closing receptacle provided with 
an opening, in its upper portion, a cylin 
drical member bridging said opening, and 
a closure comprising a piece of sheet metal 
or the like having a central portion partly 
surrounding said bridging member, and hav 
ing end portions extending outwardly and 
downwardly therefrom, adapted to close said 
opening. 

5. A self closing receptacle provided with 
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an opening in its upper portion and a closure 
pivoted horizontally to said receptacle and 
adapted to close said opening, said closure 
being provided with portions extending out 
wardly and downwardly from both sides of 
said pivotal point. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto signed 

my name this 24th day of June 1916. 
ALBERT EDWARDS, 
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